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The author’s offering of a sub-categoriza-
tion for anthropocene - capitalocene is an 
interesting perspective on the very defi-
nition of the category itself. The anthro-
pocene defines the area of geologic time 
that is named for the impact that humans 
have had on the earth itself. As policymak-
ers specifically try to mitigate the effects 
of climate change there is the often cited 
goal of maintaining the global tempera-
ture to no more than two-degree celsius 
above pre-industrial levels. The industrial 
age, which was marked by a huge increase 
in production and consumption was quite 
literally fueled by fuels that have contrib-
uted to the increasing global tempera-
tures. The extraction of coal, natural gas, 
and fuel sources have led to incredible 
changes to the earth itself. For this reason, 
it is fair to further define the last 150 years 
as the Capitalocene. In addition to the di-
rect impact on the earth itself, the desires 
to continue capitalist endeavors will cause 
further damage to the efforts of mitigat-
ing climate change because the cycle of 
capital acquisition at current levels is most 
decidedly unsustainable.

A gLAWcal comment on  Toni 
Ruuska  “Capitalism and the 
Absolute Contradiction in 
the Anthropocene” in Pasi 
Heikkurinen (Ed.) Sustain-
ability and Peaceful Coexis-
tence for the Anthropocene. 



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.

OUR  MISSION

OUR GOALS

Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
Website: glawcal.org.uk
Facebook: gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for 
Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWcal 
LinkedIn: gLAWcal 

Cite as: gLAWcal Comment #341  “ Capitalocene”  (2018) based on Toni Ruuska  “Capitalism and the Abso-
lute Contradiction in the Anthropocene”, in Pasi Heikkurinen (Editor), Sustainability and Peaceful Coexis-
tence for the Anthropocene, gLAWcal Book Series, Routledge Publishing (New-York/London), 2017. 

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The gLAWcal 
comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal 
book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).

http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books
http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books

