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Capitalism and the
Absolute Contradiction in
the Anthropocene

Sustain-
ability and Peaceful Coexis-
tence for the Anthropocene.

Capital is a finite resource, and the acquisi-
tion and use of it is central to the econom-
ic system. However another central driv-
ing force of capitalist endeavours is the
continual need to acquire more and more
to produce greater amounts of profit. In
direct contrast to this, ideals of sustainable
use of resources is complicated in a system
of capitalist endeavors. As the author ref-
erences as Daly’s impossibility theorem:
“Capitalism as a world economy, divided
into classes and driven by competition,
embodies a logic that accepts no bound-
aries on its expansion and its exploitation
of its environment.” Here, if the use of re-
sources is to be done in a sustainable fash-
ion, that specifically limits their consump-
tion, being at odds with capitalism. Yet,
when one looks at collectivist economies,
they are not necessarily any better at en-
suring proper use of resources. It may be
in fact that there is no straight line that
can be drawn from economic systems to
sustainable development. However anec-
dotally, there are still good examples of
sustainable development happening as
a motivation of corporate responsibility,

which is an important factor in the long
term staying power of a corporation.
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based on Toni Ruuska “Capitalism and the Absolute Contradiction in the Anthropocene’, in Pasi Heikku-
rinen (Editor), Sustainability and Peaceful Coexistence for the Anthropocene, gLAWcal Book Series, Rout-
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The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The gLAWCcal
comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal
book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).

gLAWCcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWCcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance,
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy,
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.
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To collaborate with Government, Civil society and
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

OUR GOALS

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal's publi-  Website: glawcal.org.uk
cation results. Facebook: gLAWCcal - Global Law Initiatives for
Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWCcal
LinkedIn: gLAWCcal


http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books
http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books

