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Xinfang, petitioning, is a legal con-
cept in China that allows for adminis-
trative hearings that exist outside of 
the civil and criminal courts. The idea 
behind the petitioning system was to 
allow for review and better outcomes 
for victims of negligent actions by in-
dividuals or corporations. The author 
notes examples where many of the 
petitions would have offered great-
er compensation as compared to the 
judicial-route. Quite often the level of 
proof for the connection between the 
damage and the action is much lower 
than the judiciary would require. Pair 
these two things together and it is sig-
nificantly abused in certain areas, and 
too often utilized when other judicia-
ry routes may be better for the body 

of legal precedent-setting across the 
nation. The Courts Reform plan was 
intended to create greater efficiencies 
in the judiciary, encouraging more dis-
putes to be resolved in the courts and 
not through petitioning. Because of 
this inefficiency, there has been a re-
markably greater use of petitioning in 
the 21st century, well beyond what was 
otherwise anticipated. The Chinese ju-
diciary system has suffered from a cri-
sis of authority. The public has great-
er expectations and demands for the 
most positive outcome for their side. 
At the same time these same individu-
als see the judiciary as less developed 
and competent than the administra-
tors that are tasked with the petition-
ing process.
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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