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The author offers three categorizations of 
individuals that must seek refuge because 
of harm to their community from climate 
change; (1) environmental emergency mi-
grants who must flee because of rapid onset 
events and take refuge to save their lives; (2) 
environmentally forced migrants who are 
compelled to leave to avoid gradual envi-
ronmental deterioration and may not have 
a choice to return; and (3) environmentally 
motivated migrants who choose to leave a 
deteriorating environment in order to avoid 
further weakening of their livelihoods. Poli-
cymakers haven’t been quick to resolve the 
concerns and status sought by these three 
distinct groups of people. What also needs 
to be addressed is the fact that many of 
these individuals would have remained in 
their original communities if they were not 
forced out due to actions beyond their con-
trol. This is often the case of refugees flee-
ing war-torn nations. Simply, the assump-
tions should often be bestowed on these 
populations that they are seeking refugee 
because they must, and not always for less 
advantageous reasonings. We see correla-
tions between low lying nations that have 
been impacted by rising water-levels, and 

movement of populations away from these 
areas. It often does not move in the other 
direction. This should inform administrative 
agencies in nations that are receiving these 
populations that there is a genuine reason 
for these people seeking protected status-
es.

A gLAWcal comment on  Tar-
ja Ketola “Climate Change 
Immigrants or Refugees of 
the Anthropocene — Adapt-
ing to or Denying Climate 
Change?” in Pasi Heikku-
rinen (Ed.) Sustainability and 
Peaceful Coexistence for the 
Anthropocene. 



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.

OUR  MISSION

OUR GOALS

Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
Website: glawcal.org.uk
Facebook: gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for 
Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWcal 
LinkedIn: gLAWcal 

Cite as: gLAWcal Comment #333 “ Climigration ”  (2018) based on MTarja Ketola “Climate Change Immi-
grants or Refugees of the Anthropocene — Adapting to or Denying Climate Change?”, in Pasi Heikkurinen 
(Editor), Sustainability and Peaceful Coexistence for the Anthropocene, gLAWcal Book Series, Routledge 
Publishing (New-York/London), 2017. 

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The gLAWcal 
comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal 
book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).

http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books
http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books

