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CLIMIGRANTS AND CLIREFUGEES



Two new terms have enter the lexicon of 
global policymakers. Climigrants and cli-
refugees, portmanteaus of climate and 
immigrant, and climate and refugees, re-
spectively. A bit self explanatory, but these 
climigrants and clirefugees are in that status 
from the direct impact of climate change. 
They may be from low lying areas that are 
no longer able to maintain communities in 
a safe manner. Their otherwise arable land 
may no longer be able to provide a lot for 
farming or other goods-producing. These 
are modern examples, but throughout hu-
man history, migration of individuals have 
been caused by global climate changes. Yet 
in modern times when populations of peo-
ple must migrate, it is often a huge sum of 
individuals. Contemporary protections for 
those seeking refugee for a number of rea-
sons often fail to recognize a new cause; the 
climate changing. These regulations have, 
and must continue to be updated, ensuring 
that refugee and asylum seeking protec-
tions are afforded to these populations of 
individuals. The smae nations that benefit 
from the practices that have contributed to 
this climate change, should be among the 
first to accept these populations, as they of-

ten have the resources to be able to afford 
complete social safety nets to allow these 
individuals to thrive. 
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.
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cation results.

OUR  MISSION

OUR GOALS

Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
Website: glawcal.org.uk
Facebook: gLAWcal - Global Law Initiatives for 
Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWcal 
LinkedIn: gLAWcal 

Cite as: gLAWcal Comment #332 “ Climigrants and clirefugees ”  (2018) based on MTarja Ketola “Climate 
Change Immigrants or Refugees of the Anthropocene — Adapting to or Denying Climate Change?”, in Pasi 
Heikkurinen (Editor), Sustainability and Peaceful Coexistence for the Anthropocene, gLAWcal Book Series, 
Routledge Publishing (New-York/London), 2017. 

The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The gLAWcal 
comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal 
book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).

http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books
http://www.glawcal.org.uk/books

