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China currently uses a piecemeal sys-
tem to cover the legal framework of 
product safety and civil liability for sit-
uations where products have caused 
real harm of consumers. While there is 
not one set of statutes that inform in-
dividuals on tort law in other nations, 
it seems especially pieced together 
in the Chinese case. There should be 
efforts to more readily define specif-
ic statutes that could provide better 
information to consumers that are ef-
fective and informative. In the United 
States, there is a number of consum-
er protection agencies at the federal 
level, as well as the more local levels 
of government. Generally these agen-
cies are geographic-based or regulate 
a given area of the industry. A newer 

organization is the consumer financial 
protection board, installed after the 
financial crisis in the late 2000s. It is 
necessary in a consumer-led economy 
to have protections for consumers, al-
lowing them to know that the govern-
ment has their interest in mind. This 
consideration is not as great in China, 
which can inform observers why there 
might not be as robust of product 
safety programs present. Although 
with the increasing status of China as 
a nation of consumers, and not just a 
nation of producers, this may provide 
an opportunity for more and more 
rules and statutes that favor and de-
fine the tort liability of private compa-
nies when they harm consumers.
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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