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Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) and 
its protections are one of the greatest 
considerations of non-trade concerns 
(NTCs) for many developed nations. 
There is broad recognition that some 
nations provide greater consideration 
and protection for IPRs. When re-
search, manufacturing, and consump-
tion of products were limited to one 
jurisdiction, it provided somewhat of 
an even playing field even if differ-
ent nations treated IPRs differently. 
In the last many decades, there has 
been ever increasing globalization of 
the supply chain from research, man-
ufacture, and consumption of prod-
ucts that could be considered in part 
as IPRs. Here is where the breakdown 
and conflict arises. If a nation whose 
company produces research protect-
ed by IPRs outsources their manufac-
turing process to a nation that has 

less-stringent regulation and protec-
tion of IPRs, a level of resentment for 
affording the manufacturing process-
es to this second nation will begin to 
arise. These resentments will be fun-
nel up to central government of the 
first nation, complicating diplomatic 
efforts between these two nations in 
conflicting opinion about how much 
they must protect IPRs. These NTCs are 
often displayed in trade negotiations, 
famously in the mid-2010s Trans-Pacif-
ic Partnership agreement that hinged 
heavily on the participation of the US, 
if China and other Asian nations played 
ball with their requirements to stay 
true to TRIPS agreements on the sub-
ject. Because of political forces within 
the US, there was no participation in 
the final agreement, but this disparity 
in upholding the IPRs across the many 
member nations.
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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