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A unique aspect of food regulation is 
that domestic regulations may specif-
ically affect a foreign corporation or 
entity if the regulated food product 
is one that they sell. Referred to as ex 
ante effects, these regulations are put 
into force, without the participation 
or consideration of the foreign corpo-
ration who will have real harm done 
to their participation in the markets. 
These SPS measures are often consid-
ered as burdensome, since they are of-
ten expensive and time consuming to 
ensure that they are abided by. It may 
be necessary to put greater consider-
ation on the efficacy of the SPS mea-
sure, beyond whether it will just sim-
ply produce a “safer” food product for 
the market. The goal of the measures 
should be lauded, the balance of the 
confidence on the global food market 
is often precariously set upon ensur-

ing that there are no scares in consum-
er confidence. Additionally, with the 
volume of trading in the food market, 
there has to be a renewed version of 
transparency introduced. When a sys-
tem must both be transparent, and 
the requirements for being on top of 
the regulations is excessively burden-
some, it may be easier to just be less 
than transparent. This ultimately, is a 
worse outcome for the confidence of 
the global food supply, and would ne-
cessitate that a balance be placed on 
the actual cost of abiding by the reg-
ulation, with the relative cost of safety 
provided by adhering to these regula-
tions.
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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