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The author of the chapter on The Right 
to Food in China explores two com-
parative structures that serve as the 
legal foundation for the foundation 
of human rights, and the right to food 
access. While there are idealistic goals 
that have been borne out in the two 
ideals, there are still many problems 
with the “realization of the right to 
food”. Here, there are many ideas and 
prescriptions that the author provides 
to contemporary governance actors 
that prove to be incredibly insightful. 
What the author calls “imbalance” can 
be compared to a difference in priv-
ilege for some. Obviously, those of 
great means can have ready access to 
healthy, sustainable food sources that 
can be nourishing and beyond. How-
ever, those with few means cannot 
have such ready access, as the barrier 
to access is as simple as not having the 

currency to do so. These individuals 
are at the mercy of the availability of 
state-run agencies that aim to real-
ize the idealized goals that everyone 
should have the right to food. But even 
within that phrase, there are many and 
various ways that interpretation can 
have a real-life impact on the access 
of healthy food for many. Even if they 
are able to meet caloric needs, they 
could be lacking in a broad-based diet 
that prevents malnutrition in the in-
dividual nutrient sense. While there is 
great adoration for the ideals of Right 
to Food amongst developed nations, 
China, like many others must do more 
to ensure that this right is extended to 
all.

A gLAWcal comment on  
Ning Libiao “The Right to 
Food in China: Cultural 
Foundation, Present and Fu-
ture” in Paolo Davide Farah 
and Elena Cima (Eds.) Chi-
na’s Influence on Non-Trade 
Concerns in International 
Economic Law



gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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