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The RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub is a self-governing hub of the Royal Commonwealth Society, which is 
spreading the influence and global connectivity of the Commonwealth while promoting the Society’s
intent to improve the lives and prospects of  Commonwealth citizens across the world.

The hub provides companies, organisations and government bodies in the Nordic-Baltic Region with 
opportunities to improve their outreach and interaction with Commonwealth countries, communities and people. 

THE RCS NORDIC-BALTIC HUB

YEAR 2017

Hub has co-organised HRH 
Prince Michael of Kent GCVO 
visit to Finland. Programme 
included visit to Aalto 
University and Trade and 
Investment roundtables

First Benefactor Fellow, Mr 
Marcus Mangs, joined the 
RCS. Dame Rita Tainola-
Tapiovaara joined the RCS on 
the Ambassador's role. Both 
will help to promote the hub 

Hub participated in various 
events during the 
Commonwealth week, moved 
to the new premises in 
Helsinki, launched website 
and social media channels

Hub is established in early 
2017 with the agenda to raise 
awareness of the 
Commonwealth and promote 
its values in the Nordic-Baltic 
Region

Hub has co-organised the first 
ever Commonwealth Golf 
Day in Nordics. Elina 
Lepomäki MP and Eversheds 
Sutherland announced their 
support of the hub

Hub facilitated sponsorship 
agreement between the RCS 
and Finnish company 
CLANED to support the 
Queen's Commonwealth 
Essay Competition



BUILDING ON 150 YEARS
ENCOURAGING YOUTH PARTICIPATION 
AND LEADERSHIP IS INTEGRAL ACCROSS 
THE WORK OF THE RCS

The Royal Commonwealth Society Nordic-Baltic 
Hub was founded in early 2017 with its 
headquarters in Helsinki, Finland. The Hub, 
supported by established founder organisations, 
including the British & Commonwealth Chamber 
of Commerce in Finland and many diaspora 
associations, will raise awareness of the 
Commonwealth in the Nordic-Baltic Region 
(Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Norway, Sweden), which is a home for 
over 350,000 Commonwealth citizens. 

The objectives of the Hub are as follows:

- Advocate positive social change and improve 
well-being and prosperity, influenced by proven 
Nordic-Baltic models; 

- Empower young people through youth 
programmes highlighting good practice and 
success stories from the Nordic-Baltic region; 

- Support cross-cultural exchange of "on- and off- 
the job" skills, vocational development, and 
entrepreneurship for all; 

- Build a platform and working relations with 
influential Commonwealth diaspora; 

- Organise local events and debates on topics of 
importance with high profile speakers from across 
the political, business and civil society spectrum.

The Royal Commonwealth Society, founded in 
1868, is a network of individuals and 
organisations committed to improving the lives 
and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world. Through youth empowerment, 
education and advocacy, The Royal 
Commonwealth Society promotes the value and 
the values of the modern Commonwealth.  

We champion human rights, democracy and 
sustainable development through our 
international networks and across the 52 member 
states which are intrinsically linked through their 
common history and shared values. 

Now in its 150th year, the RCS works at the 
forefront of Commonwealth affairs to promote the 
value of the modern Commonwealth and the 
values upon which it is based. Our particular 
strengths lie in our independence and an 
exceptional ability to make connections to final 
consensus. This gives us the freedom to work at 
the forefront of contentious and politically difficult 
issues.



DELIVERING
PROGRAMMES
Programme delivery is a key aspect of
the Hub’s work and we aim
to engage citizens and residents from all 
Nordic-Baltic countries.

The Society’s education and youth
outreach programmes seek to make
relevant the fundamental values
of the Commonwealth and to
enable young people in particular
to address contemporary challenges
by networking with their peers
in other countries.

The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition

RCS Benefactor Fellows

THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY
BENEFACTOR FELLOW

The RCS has a rich history of nurturing written 
communication skills and the creative talents of 
young people around the Commonwealth. Run 
by the RCS since 1883, The Queen’s 
Commonwealth Essay Competition is the world’s 
oldest and largest international schools’ writing 
contest, which is now also open to the Nordic-
Baltic citizens. The competition annually attracts 
some 13,000 entries from over 600 schools in 49 
countries. The annual themes offer entrants an 
opportunity to develop critical thinking, to 
express views creatively and to explore global 
issues. The competition encourages the 
development of young peoples’ creative writing 
skills. The RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub played an 
important role in acquiring a new sponsor, Finnish 
company CLANED.

The Society depends on voluntary contributions 
to retain its independence. The RCS Benefactor 
Fellowship was introduced to support the 
Society's aims. Limited to 50 personally invited 
individuals, Benefactor Fellows are asked to make 
a charitable donation each year for a minimum of 
3 years. All investments from our Benefactor 
Fellows are solely used for the purposes of the 
Society. 

After joining, Fellows are invited to attend a 
select number of prestigious events throughout 
the year and receive regular progress reports on 
the work of the Royal Commonwealth Society 
with insights into the contemporary affairs of the 
Commonwealth.



Claned is a cloud-based learning platform 
allowing educational institutions, companies and 
individuals to elevate their learning results to new 
levels.

It personalises learning to each individual, 
optimising study motivation and improving 
learning results. Claned applies artificial
intelligence, theories of education psychology 
and Finnish education pedagogy revealing what 
factors impact individual learning. Students can 
build their own individualised learning paths,
track their progress, collaborate with peers, act 
and adjust learning habits.

Since its establishment in 2013, Claned has grown
into an international team of experts and has 
offices in Helsinki, New York, Singapore and 
Mumbai. It has been named as the Top 10 
Companies to Disrupt Edtech in 2017.

The cooperation between CLANED and the RCS 
was announced during the 2017 Awards 
Ceremony of The Queen's Commonwealth Essay 
Competition in Buckingham Palace in the
presence of HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. This 
cooperation is designed to help to shape and 
develop and grow CLANED's business, which fits 
into the RCS’s agenda of promoting
Commonwealth values, in particular in the 
educational field. 



The RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub organises numerous events, emphasizing the Commonwealth themes and values
in both the Nordic-Baltic Region and Commonwealth countries, in particular, the UK.

A number of events focus on policy and campaign work, including Brexit and Equality issues.

EVENTS

Commonwealth Week 2017

RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub Launch Dinner

Commonwealth Golf Day

The Royal Commonwealth Society Nordic-Baltic Hub was officially launched 
in Finland during a dinner at Hanaholmen Hotel and Conference Center. The 
dinner was kindly hosted by Gunvor Kronman, CEO of Hanaholmen. We were 
delighted to have the company of HRH Princess Erica Ohene-Bekoe of 
Ghana, Ambassadors of South Africa, India, and Sweden to Finland, deputy 
heads of missions of Latvia and Lithuania, Elina Lepomäki MP, the Parliament 
of Finland, the RCS Director Michael Lake CBE and Vesa Turkki, Partner of 
Eversheds Sutherland, supporting the RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub. 

The first of what we hope will be many Commonwealth Golf Days took place 
on 25th May 2017, and, by all reports, was a great event for everyone. This 
private, 43-player event was organised by the British & Commonwealth 
Chamber of Commerce in Finland in cooperation with The Royal 
Commonwealth Society Nordic-Baltic Hub at Tapiola Golf, a new golf course 
located only 15 minutes from Helsinki. The event comprised a mix of 
Commonwealth personalities, individual competitors, sponsors, business 
executives and owner-managers, media and other supporters. 

The second week of March 2017 was full of activities for the RCS NB Hub 
Team, who travelled to celebrate Commonwealth Day and attend various 
events during Commonwealth Week in London, UK. The events programme 
included The Commonwealth Service at Westminster Abbey in the presence 
of Her Majesty The Queen, the Head of the Commonwealth, TRH The Duke 
of Edinburgh, The Prince of Wales, The Duchess of Cornwall, Prince Harry, 
The Duke of York and The Earl of Wessex, and the High Commissioners’ 
Banquet, organised by the RCS at the historic Guildhall. 



Garden Party

HRH Prince Michael of Kent visit to Finland

RCS Ambassadors' Dinner

Awards Ceremony in Buckingham Palace

The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition Awards Ceremony 2017 
took place on 21.11.2017 at Buckingham Palace, where the RCS NB Hub 
team was invited along with new sponsor of the Competition, CLANED. The 
awards were presented by HRH The Duchess of Cornwall to the four lucky 
winners from across the Commonwealth. Amidst an audience of winners, 
parents, judges and celebrities we were delighted to see the positive impact 
of the Competition in promoting this year's Commonwealth theme of Peace-
Building through the written words of talented young people.

The RCS Ambassadors Dinner took place at the offices of Eversheds 
Sutherland in Helsinki on 16.11.2017. Our guest of honour and the main 
speaker was Achaleke Christian Leke, Commonwealth Young Person of the 
Year 2016. Achaleke spoke on issues of youth engagement and 
empowerment in the Commonwealth, with the particular focus on Africa. The 
dinner was also addressed by Kimo Sassi MP, Chairman of Hanaholmen, 
where Achaleke spoke the following day on the challenges of youth in peace-
building and crisis countries.

HRH Prince Michael of Kent GCVO visited Finland from 25 to 28.09.2017 
along with the Genesis Initiative business delegation from the UK, COBCOE 
and The Royal Commonwealth Society. The visit exceeded all our 
expectations. Prince Michael stated, "The planning and preparation were first 
class and we used every moment to our advantage. It was rightly a packed 
and busy programme. Thank you for all you did to make the visit to Finland 
such a success". 

On the last day of summer 2017, the British & Commonwealth Chamber of 
Commerce in Finland in co-operation with the RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub 
welcomed members, patrons and friends at the Garden Party 2017 at Villa 
Haikko, an idyllic location on the shore of the Baltic Sea. Many 
representatives of Commonwealth diaspora organisations representing 
Tanzania, Ghana, South Africa, Rwanda, Nigeria and Kenia joined our event 
which leads to the establishment and further development of connections 
between the Hub and Commonwealth diaspora in Finland. 



THE RCS NORDIC-BALTIC HUB PARTNERS

THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY
The history of the RCS dates back to 
1868; it is the oldest and most broadly 
based civil society organisation devoted 
to the modern Commonwealth. 
Constituted by Royal Charter, the Society 
has charitable status; Her Majesty The 
Queen is its Patron.

The RCS has responsibility for a range of 
ceremonial activities and long-term 
programmes that were initiated in the 
early history of the Commonwealth. It 
organises the biggest celebration of the 
Commonwealth and its values each year, 
the multi-faith Commonwealth Service in 
Westminster Abbey, organised on behalf 
of the Council of Commonwealth 
Societies and held in the presence of Her 
Majesty The Queen, Commonwealth VIPs 
and school children from a wide range of 
backgrounds.

The RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub is keen to establish effective and proactive partnerships with organisations with shared interests and 
objectives. It presents a range of opportunities for collaboration, partnership and sponsorship and welcomes enquiries.

Commonwealth Access Partners (CAP) Limited is a member of The Royal Commonwealth Society network, representing the RCS in 
the Nordic-Baltic Region and is responsible for operating The RCS Nordic-Baltic Hub. Commonwealth Access Partners (CAP) Ltd., 
is a private limited company registered in England and Wales under company number 10387434
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