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In October of 2016, I flew out with 
our video team to shoot a missions 
documentary with Francis Chan 
in East Africa. I went expecting 
to capture a message that would 
resonate with the Church, but I was 
not prepared for how God would 
speak to me. It was in the slums of 
East Africa—where people bought 
and sold women like objects and 
poverty starved thousands—that 
God reminded me of the hope we 
have in light of eternity.

He showed me that even in 
immeasurable pain and suffering, 
we rest our hope in the fact that 
this isn’t the end. The best is yet 
to come. Jesus will return and end 
evil once and for all. We will live 
in eternity with Christ, free from 
sorrow and filled with joy. 

As I journeyed back to the States, 
I couldn’t shake the reality of 
eternity. We decided to theme 
our conference after this idea with 
the hope that you’ll share in what 
we learned while filming in Africa. 
On Friday, you’ll get a chance to 
watch the documentary, In Light of 
Eternity.

From the beginning of RightNow 
Media, our mission has been to 
serve the Church. One of the ways 
we strive to serve you is through our 
conferences. This year, we focused 
every aspect of the conference 
around living in light of eternity. 
Our hope is that this conference 
refreshes and challenges your 
relationship with God. 

Another way we love to serve the 
Church is through our RightNow 
Media platform. Through RightNow 
Media, we’re able to minister to you 
and your church year-round. Part 
of the goal of this conference is to 
empower you and your team to use 
RightNow Media to the fullest.

Come to us with any questions 
you might have about how to use 
RightNow Media, how to set up our 
apps, or how to utilize our content. 
We would love to talk with you—
you can find our team under the 
RightNow banner in the atrium. We 
also dedicated breakout sessions 
specifically to discuss how to use 
RightNow Media. Those breakouts 
will showcase some of the new 
content you have freely available in 
your RightNow Media library.

But more importantly, we hope you 
take time during the conference to 
reflect on eternity—what it means 
for you, your team, and your church. 
My prayer is that we’ll all leave the 
conference with a renewed focus 
on Christ, who will return one day 
and make all things new.

Thank you for joining us this year. 
The mission of the Church matters!

Brian Mosley 
President, RightNow Media

LETTER FROM

BRIAN 
MOSLEY
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LEAD
IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY

Are you leading your church to spread 
the gospel to the world? The gift of 
eternal life is available to all who will 
accept it. And the dying world needs 
to hear that gospel. So we lead our 
congregations into communities and 
the world to take the hope of eternal 
life to a world facing eternal death. 
We bear bold witness together by 
serving the lost, moving with urgency 
to any and all, because eternity is 
forever.

THEREFORE, SINCE WE ARE SURROUNDED BY SO GREAT 

A CLOUD OF WITNESSES, LET US ALSO LAY ASIDE EVERY 

WEIGHT, AND SIN WHICH CLINGS SO CLOSELY, AND LET 

US RUN WITH ENDURANCE THE RACE THAT IS SET BEFORE 

US, LOOKING TO JESUS, THE FOUNDER AND PERFECTER 

OF OUR FAITH, WHO FOR THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE 

HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAME, AND IS 

SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD.

HEBREWS 12:1–2

Every one of us will have to face eternity—to look across the chasm 
of death to life beyond. Two paths wind away into that never-
ending future: one to life with God, and one apart from Him.

For those of us who have chosen to follow Jesus, we look forward to an 

eternity filled with joy and free from sorrow. The guarantee of eternity 

means we can live every day on this earth not for our own gain, but for 

the benefit of God’s kingdom.

So let us lay aside the meaningless things that fill up our days—pursuit 

of fame, gathering of stuff, swelling of bank accounts. Instead, let us use 

what we’ve been given in the time we have to proclaim the gospel of 

Jesus to ourselves, our disciples, and the world. Because, one day, the 

opportunity to choose eternity with God will close forever.

WORSHIP 
IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY

Does your life thank God for the gift 
of eternal life? Through Jesus, our 
God has given us access to eternal 
life. His gracious gift should drive us 
to worship. We worship not only with 
songs and words, but also with our 
lives. The Apostle Paul calls us to offer 
up ourselves as an offering to God. 
We worship by focusing every aspect 
of our lives on Him—not ourselves. In 
light of the gift of eternity, we express 
our adoration for God by living in 
radical sacrifice.

DISCIPLE
IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY

Are you discipling your team with 
the urgency of eternity? Jesus 
commissioned His disciples to make 
disciples, and those twelve put 
everything on the line to carry out that 
mission. For them and for us today, 
the promise of eternity is the armor 
we wear as we engage in the mission 
of God. As leaders in the Church, we 
dedicate our lives to discipling those 
God has entrusted to us, because in 
light of eternity, it’s the only thing that 
really matters.
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WEDNESDAY

10:00 AM Registration opens

1:00 PM  Main session

3:30 PM Breakout sessions

4:45 PM Main session

THURSDAY

8:00 AM Ministry Meet Up

9:00 AM Main session

11:15 AM Breakout sessions

12:45 PM Lunch sessions

2:00 PM Breakout sessions

3:15 PM Main session

5:00 PM Ministry Meet Up

FRIDAY

8:00 AM WAW Host Church 
  Gathering

9:00 AM Main session

SCHED
ULE

Wednesday

10 : 0 0  A M  R e g i s t r a t i o n  O p e n s

1 : 0 0  P M  M a i n  S e s s i o n

Practicing Eternity, Abiding in Christ, 
and the Fullness of Life
Matt Chandler (Worship Center)

Living in light of eternity begins in our own hearts. In John 15, Jesus 
speaks to His disciples about what it means to abide in Him and remain 
in His love. Matt Chandler will speak about returning to the simple truths 
of the gospel as the first step in practicing eternity. 

Forever Home
Jen Pollock Michel (Worship Center)

Although this life is often paved with difficulty, our faith in Christ leads us 
forever home. Reflecting on Hebrews 11, Jen Pollock Michel will explore 
ways to suffer—and finish—well.

3 : 3 0  P M  B r e a k o u t  S e s s i o n s

Developing Leaders in the Church
Dr. Conway Edwards (Worship Center)

God has chosen local churches as the focal point of ministry today. One 
task of church leaders is to equip emerging leaders to make disciples. 
This breakout session will give leaders practical tools to identify and 
apply the keys to developing their own leadership skills so they can 
influence other leaders.

Conflict and the Christian Response: 
Applying the Four Filters of Conflict
Eric Willis (Family Theater)

There’s a difference between a funnel and a filter. Funneling can be toxic 
and destructive, but filtering provides a purification process to the pain of 
conflict. Eric Willis will walk through the four filters of conflict to teach how 
Christians can best handle relational tension.

Six Keys to Taking Your Small Group to the Next Level
Bill Search (J 101)

What do you do when your awesome small group plateaus? How 
do you take a once thriving small group that now runs on fumes and 
breathe new life into it? Or maybe you currently lead a healthy group 
and you want to keep the momentum going. Explore six proven keys to 
developing a thriving small group.
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SCHEDULE |  WEDNESDAY

8 Reasons Faith and Work Matter: 
Appreciating What God Has Us Do
Dr. Darrell Bock (J 108/109)

Darrell Bock will discuss why faith and work matter and will examine 
them as a neglected area of reflection for discipleship and mission. What 
we do and how we do it sets the stage for what we wish to do at work. 
The result is a more meaningful view of how and why we work.

Teach Us to Want: Making Desire Central to Discipleship
Jen Pollock Michel (J 111/112)

Augustine wrote, “The whole of the good Christian is a holy longing.” 
Jen Pollock Michel will explore what discipleship looks like when the 
formation of holy desire becomes central to our approach.

Help! We Need More Musicians and Worship Leaders!
Warren Jacobs (J 115)

Finding people within your church who can lead worship effectively is 
a struggle. Warren Jacobs will give insights into building church-wide 
systems that identify, equip, and release your people to do the ministry 
they’re called to do.

Don’t Meet the Needs of the Materially Poor
Marc McCartney (J 116)

We have a deep desire to help those in need, but sometimes our help 
can actually cause harm. When we do things for the materially poor that 
they can do for themselves, we can stunt their growth and even create 
a greater sense of inferiority. Discover a church-wide missions strategy 
that utilizes local churches and strategic ministry partnerships to create 
lasting change.

TOGETHER after Jesus
Nick Hall (Treehouse)

Our nation desperately needs a movement of God. Nick Hall will look 
at characteristics of previous spiritual awakenings and discuss how we 
can prioritize our efforts to see God move today. You will be encouraged 
by stories of God using young people across America, while being 
equipped with practical steps for rallying students in your city to be part 
of a Jesus movement happening today.

Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media
Phillip Bleecker, Ben McLennan, Scott Mosley (F 201)

Whether you’re interested in resourcing your small groups, developing 
your leaders, or caring for the families in your church, RightNow Media 
has content for you. Come find out how to maximize your RightNow 
subscription and also hear about what’s coming next. 

Church Connect: Small Churches
Gathering of Small Church Leaders (F 217)

Small churches have unique opportunities and struggles. Connect with 
other pastors and leaders who share a similar ministry experience. Use 
this loosely structured time to learn how other small church staffs lead 
their churches, to share ideas, and to encourage each other. 

4 : 4 5  P M  M a i n  S e s s i o n

Increasing Your Leadership Trajectory
Dr. Conway Edwards (Worship Center)

The effectiveness of your leadership will always be limited by your 
capacity to lead. This capacity to lead is like a muscle that, when 
properly fueled and exercised, becomes stronger and ultimately 
determines how far you go as a leader. Dr. Conway Edwards will outline 
how to gauge your current leadership capacity and how to increase that 
capacity so you can extend your trajectory as a leader.

Thursday

8 : 0 0  A M  M i n i s t r y  M e e t  U p 

Ministry Meet Up is a chance for you to connect with 
leaders involved in the same type of ministry as you. 
Make new friends and discover new ideas on how 
to better serve your congregation or ministry.

Lead Pastor and Church Leadership (Family Theater)  

Men’s Ministry (J 101) 

Adult and Small Group Ministry (J 108/109) 

Administrative and Communications Ministry (J 111/112)  

Women’s Ministry (J 115) 

Recovery and Counseling (J 116)  

Youth Ministry (Gym)  

Marriage and Family (Gym Lobby) 

Children’s Ministry (Treehouse) 

Singles and Young Adult Ministry (F 117) 

Missions and Outreach (F 201) 

Worship and Media (F 217)
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SCHEDULE |  THURSDAY

9 : 0 0  A M  M a i n  S e s s i o n

Beginning with the End in Mind 
Dr. Eric Mason (Worship Center)

In the final pages of Scripture, we catch a glimpse of what eternity will 
look like—a great multitude from every tribe, nation, and language 
worshipping God. As we follow Christ, we must keep the end in mind. 
Eric Mason will remind us of the end to inspire our actions today.

A Brother’s Blessing
Bianca Juárez Olthoff (Worship Center)

It’s easy to play the comparison game in ministry. We are prone to focus 
on the blessings of others and view it as our burdened curse. But in light 
of eternity, we have a call to walk in our purpose and bless others, with 
or without the anointing of others.

11 : 15  A M  B r e a k o u t  S e s s i o n s

Contextualization: Reaching Out Without Selling Out
Dr. Eric Mason (Worship Center)

Many Christians, churches, and organizations struggle with connecting 
truth to the lives of real people. We must learn how to remain faithful to 
the truth while connecting to the issues and needs people face. In this 
session, Dr. Eric Mason will discuss the basic principles of remaining 
rooted in the gospel and relating it lovingly to our contexts.

Millennials and Discipleship: Returning  
to the Past to Reach the Future
Grant Skeldon (Family Theater)

We don’t have a millennial problem. We have a discipleship problem. 
Have young people changed or has our neglect of discipleship finally 
caught up with us? Grant Skeldon will focus on what discipling millennials 
looks like in the 21st century.

Unleashing an Army to Change the World for Good
Rob Peabody (J 101)

Learn how moving your people from the why of the Great Commandment 
and Commission to the how will move them, set them free, and release 
them into kingdom living that will truly change the world. Rob Peabody’s 
real-life stories from Western Europe and from churches in the U.S. will 
offer a roadmap for church leaders to lead their people in putting faith 
into action to bring revival. 

Keeping Your Church Missionally Minded
Dr. John Mark Caton (J 108/109)

We’re all on mission. God tasks the Church with making disciples and 
sharing the gospel. But He also calls the local church to minister in 
unique ways. As a leader, you can guide your congregation on the 
mission God has set for your church. Discover the four Ms to keeping 
your church missionally minded.

The Point of Home: God’s Stunning Design for Humanity
Kurt Bruner (J 111/112)

God created the first home and designed humanity with a specific 
purpose. But we often lose sight of that purpose in the chaos of dirty 
laundry, filled calendars, and carpool schedules. Kurt Bruner will walk 
through Scripture to explain God’s plan for humans and home.

When Tragedy Strikes 
Gary Brandenburg (J 115)

The church is family and, like all families, we encounter family tragedies. 
When disaster strikes, church leaders must respond, but many aren’t 
sure how. How can we lead a church through catastrophe? Gary 
Brandenburg will offer a step-by-step process for responding to a 
tragedy not if but when it happens.  

Religious Freedoms Under Fire:  
An Update from the Front Lines
Kelly Shackelford (J 116)

Fired for sharing the gospel; banned from praying in public; sued for 
refusing marriage services—these are all examples of stories we have 
seen in recent headlines. We live in a culture that resists the truth of God, 
which makes ministry a difficult task. Kelly Shackelford will offer insight 
for church leaders to better understand their religious freedoms.

Equipping Lay Leaders for Care Ministry in the Church
Greg Wilson (Treehouse)

Care ministry can be a powerful force for good in a church. Discover 
how to build a lay care ministry in your church—from pitfalls to avoid 
to practical ways to train volunteers. Greg Wilson will talk about his 
experience developing a care ministry and how to best equip lay leaders 
to serve.
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SCHEDULE |  THURSDAY

Church Connect: Multi-Site Churches and Online Campuses
A Gathering of Leaders from Multi-Site Churches and Online 
Campuses (F 217)

Doing church at multiple locations and over the Internet has its own 
challenges. Connect with other pastors and leaders from multi-site 
churches and online campuses. Use this loosely structured time to meet 
others working in similar ministries and brainstorm new ideas on how to 
effectively serve your churches. 

12 : 4 5  P M  L u n c h  B r e a k o u t  S e s s i o n s

Choose a session and bring a lunch. Seating is on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Practical Helps for Handling Church Conflict: 
An Interactive, Best-Practices Session
Eric Willis (Family Theater)

Join Eric Willis and Greg Pirtle, co-hosts of The Conflict Mentor Podcast, 
as they take your questions about the conflicts you face. They will offer 
hope and a biblical perspective toward practical next steps.

The Pastor as Theologian: Theological 
Equipping in the Local Church
Zach Lee (J 101)

The local church is one of the best places to learn good theology. 
This session explores what the Bible says about the importance of 
theologically equipping yourself and your congregation. Zach Lee will 
introduce some practical ways you can begin to create a culture that 
values the study of theology within the local church. 

Your Next Big Dream: 12 Vision Templates to 
Find and Focus Your Church’s Future
Will Mancini (J 108/109)

You are a visionary, but to realize your vision you need more than a 
generic sense of your church’s future. In workshop format, Will Mancini 
will help you diagnose your generic church vision and equip you to build 
a clearer vision for the future. The bottom line is more focus for your 
team, more inspiration for your people, and more freedom for you.

It Starts at Home: Creating a Church-Wide 
Culture of Intentional Families
Kurt Bruner (J 111/112)

Life never seems to slow down. In the midst of a busy, changing 
culture, our chaotic tempos can cause us to neglect important spiritual 
responsibilities. Kurt Bruner will discuss how to create intentionality in 

families that affects the entire church. He will explain current cultural 
trends and why the home is the primary context of our spiritual formation.

When Tragedy Strikes
Gary Brandenburg (J 115)

The Church is family and, like all families, we encounter family tragedies. 
When disaster strikes, church leaders must respond, but many aren’t 
sure how. How can we lead a church through catastrophe? Gary 
Brandenburg will offer a step-by-step process for responding to a 
tragedy not if but when it happens.  

Religious Freedoms Under Fire:  
An Update from the Front Lines
Kelly Shackelford (J 116)

Fired for sharing the gospel; banned from praying in public; sued for 
refusing marriage services—these are all examples of stories we have 
seen in recent headlines. We live in a culture that resists the truth of God, 
which makes ministry a difficult task. Kelly Shackelford will offer insight 
for church leaders to better understand their religious freedoms.

Spiritually and Emotionally Healthy 
Leadership for the Long Haul
Greg Wilson (Treehouse)

It’s tempting to set aside personal care for the sake of our church, 
ministry, or family. But as leaders, our spiritual and emotional health 
matters. Greg Wilson will talk about how to sustain health as a leader. 
Ministry is a marathon, not a sprint, and it requires staying spiritually and 
emotionally healthy to stay the course.

Church Connect: Urban and City Churches
A Gathering of Urban and City Church Leaders (F 217)

Ministering in a city means engaging its distinct culture. Connect with 
other pastors and leaders from urban and city churches. Use this loosely 
structured time to talk about the unique challenges of your city and 
discover how other pastors and leaders navigate their cities’ culture. 
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SCHEDULE |  THURSDAY

2 : 0 0  P M  B r e a k o u t  S e s s i o n s

Missional Millennials: Building an 
Army Instead of an Audience
Grant Skeldon (Family Theater)

Millennials are cause-oriented and eager to make a difference, but 
church leaders can often feel unsure how to minister to this generation. 
Grant Skeldon will focus on how to move from asking, “How do we 
minister to millennials?” to the better question, “How do we minister 
through millennials?”

Disciples, not Converts: Faithfulness vs. 
Pragmatism in Smaller Churches
Zach Lee (J 101)

Success in discipleship isn’t wrapped up in numbers and stats, but in 
simple faithfulness. Zach Lee explores what it means to be faithful in 
producing well-rounded disciples in smaller churches. He will discuss the 
tension between judging success by quality verses quantity in disciple-
making.

It’s Your Call: 4 Life-Changing Imperatives for 
Finding and Aligning Your Personal Vision
Will Mancini (J 108/109)

God designed you, placing you on this planet for a one-of-a-kind 
purpose. But most people haven’t really grasped this incredible reality. 
Unknowingly, they miss the sense of confidence and freedom that 
personal clarity can bring. Will Mancini will help you discover four 
powerful keys to discover that vision. 

Leading Your People Through Significant Church Growth
Dr. John Mark Caton (J 111/112)

We often think wise leaders should prepare for worst-case scenarios. 
But what if you are faced with a best-case scenario, like high levels of 
growth within your congregation? John Mark Caton will share the most 
significant principles he learned as he led his church through rapid 
growth.

Ministering in an Urban Context
Chris Simmons (J 115)

Many churches in an urban context are in fast decline because of their 
“church as usual” approach. Ministering in an urbanized world challenges 
churches in cities to rethink how they minister to those in their local 
communities. Chris Simmons will draw from his experience serving in 
Dallas to teach how to reach your city for Christ.

Sticky Issues Most Small Groups Face 
and What to Do About Them
Bill Search (J 116)

Let’s be honest—people aren’t perfect, therefore no small group is 
perfect. If you lead a group, it’s likely challenges have popped up. Bill 
Search will help you learn how to successfully navigate the challenges 
rather than avoiding them.

Unleashing an Army to Change the World for Good
Rob Peabody (Treehouse)

Learn how moving your people from the why of the Great Commandment 
and Commission to the how will move them, set them free, and release 
them into kingdom living that will truly change the world. Rob Peabody’s 
real-life stories from Western Europe and from churches in the U.S. will 
offer a roadmap for church leaders to lead their people in putting faith 
into action to bring revival. 

Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media
Phillip Bleecker, Ben McLennan, Scott Mosley (F 201)

Whether you’re interested in resourcing your small groups, developing 
your leaders, or caring for the families in your church, RightNow Media 
has content for you. Come find out how to maximize your RightNow 
subscription and also hear about what’s coming next. 

Church Connect: Church Plants and New Churches
A Gathering of Leaders from Church Plants and New Churches 
(F 217)

Shepherding the growth of a new church can be both thrilling and 
terrifying. Connect with other church planters and leaders. Use this 
loosely structured time to encourage each other and share ideas for 
developing healthy churches. 

3 : 15  P M  M a i n  S e s s i o n

A Model of Servant Leadership
Donnie Smith (Worship Center)

Many people see leadership as a position of forceful power. But in Jesus, 
we see a leader who took the form of a servant. In a world that wields 
leadership like a weapon, Christian leaders should follow Jesus’ example 
of humility. Donnie Smith teaches a model of servant leadership that we 
can implement in all areas of life.
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Rooted in Community 
Kyle Idleman (Worship Center)

“Community” is one of the Church’s favorite buzzwords. But what does it 
take to find true, genuine community? Kyle Idleman will speak about the 
key elements of community that we often overlook. 

5 : 0 0  P M  M i n i s t r y  M e e t  U p

Ministry Meet Up is a chance for you to connect with 
leaders involved in the same type of ministry as you. 
Make new friends and discover new ideas on how 
to better serve your congregation or ministry.

Lead Pastor and Church Leadership (Family Theater)  

Men’s Ministry (J 101) 

Adult and Small Group Ministry (J 108/109) 

Administrative and Communications Ministry (J 111/112)  

Women’s Ministry (J 115) 

Recovery and Counseling (J 116)  

Youth Ministry (Gym)  

Marriage and Family (Gym Lobby) 

Children’s Ministry (Treehouse) 

Singles and Young Adult Ministry (F 117) 

Missions and Outreach (F 201) 

Worship and Media (F 217)

Friday

8 : 0 0  A M  W o r k  A s  Worship  Retreat  
  Hos t  Church Gather ing

RightNow Media Team (Family Theater) 

If you signed up to host the Work as Worship Retreat at your church, or 
are interested in becoming a host site, join RightNow Media leaders and 
other host churches to learn more details about the February 23, 2018 
simulcast. 

9 : 0 0  A M  M a i n  S e s s i o n

Living in a Polarized Culture
Pete Briscoe (Worship Center)

Almost 50 years ago, Dr. John Stott wrote a short book called Balanced 
Christianity. He observed that evangelicals tend to focus on polarizing 
issues and, in doing so, get distracted from their primary reason for 
being. The issues Stott addressed were different, but the concern still 
persists, perhaps more than ever. In this message, Pete Briscoe will 
provide a simple tool for navigating the minefields of a polarized culture.

Eternity and Everyday Life
Francis & Lisa Chan (Worship Center)

Being eternally minded isn’t just about prayer and Scripture reading. 
Eternity should impact every decision we make from how we manage our 
finances to how we parent to how we spend our time. Francis and Lisa 
Chan will talk about how to make daily decisions in light of eternity.

Screening: In Light of Eternity
RightNow Media Original (Worship Center)

For their 20th wedding anniversary, Francis and Lisa Chan traveled to 
East Africa to serve women freed from the sex industry and children in 
poverty. Using their story, this film offers a powerful glimpse into the 
light God is shining in the dark places of Africa and invites us to consider 
how we can live with eternity in mind.

Trust
Francis Chan (Worship Center)

Self-reliance is a sin that has crept into the Church disguised as 
stewardship. The downfall of biblical leaders such as Saul, David, Asa, 
Uzziah, and others had to do with trusting themselves instead of God. 
How does the Bible describe trust? Could the scarcity of supernatural 
results be linked to the lack of trust we display?

SCHEDULE |  THURSDAY
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THE HEART  
OF  
RIGHTNOW 
MEDIA

The Church was God’s idea. 
He chose the Church to be His 
instrument to spread the good news 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ around 
the globe. He tasked the Church with 
representing Him—and His love—to 
others. The mission of the Church 
matters—for eternity! 

At RightNow, we love the Church and 
her God-glorifying mission.

And that means we love pastors, 
elders, deacons, lay leaders, and 
volunteers. We know you give of 
yourselves in your local church 
and community week after week. 
We want to give back to you. We’re 
delighted to provide this conference 
as a gathering place for you to be 
reminded of God’s grandeur and the 
importance of what you do for His 
kingdom. 

But a conference only goes so far 
in serving the Church year-round. 
That’s why we create video Bible 
studies. For over 30 years, our heart 
has been to create biblically based, 
theologically sound video studies 
that help teach God’s Word and build 
mature disciples of Jesus. 

We recognize the huge appetite 
for sound biblical teaching among 
your small groups, home groups, 
or Sunday school classes. We also 
know parents of small children are 
looking for something redeeming 
to show their kids. And we believe 
in the power of the Holy Spirit to 
work through the Word of God in 
someone’s life.

That’s why we take great care 
to partner with sound, articulate 
teachers of God’s Word. We work 

hard to produce cinematically 
engaging content that captivates the 
viewer and expresses the beauty 
of the Bible. We employ trained 
writers who create Leader’s Guides 
for each series that help guide you 
and your group through each series 
by diving even deeper into God’s 
Word. And we partner with many 
other Christian publishers to bring 
you the best video-based Christian 
discipleship content in the world—
all conveniently available for you to 
stream on RightNow Media.

The mission of telling people about 
Jesus and seeing them grow in 
spiritual maturity spurs us on. I’m 
excited about our recent endeavors 
to make our content more accessible 
to members of your church—which 
includes launching the Fire TV app 
and translating our Leader’s Guides 
into Spanish (an ongoing effort that 
should launch in January 2018). 
We are always finding new ways to 
creatively advance the mission of 
God through the local church.

The heartbeat of RightNow Ministries 
is to serve you. Please don’t hesitate 
to let us know how we may continue 
to serve you, and how we might 
serve you better. It’s a privilege to 
partner with you and your church. 
Thank you.

“The Church  
was God’s idea.”

By Paul Lanum
VP, Publishing & 
Conferences
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Comfortable Christianity often 
means a weak Christianity. In this 
study on John’s three letters,  
Dr. Tony Evans challenges 
Christians who have grown 
comfortable and complacent in 
their faith. Fellowship with God is 
the essence of our faith, and Tony 
walks through 1, 2 & 3 John to 
paint a picture of love, obedience, 
and truth. In a world that hates 
Jesus, we are called to love Him 
and His people with a fierce love.

Streaming now 
on RightNow Media



I remember reading an article when 
I was much younger about Bob 
Hope’s lifestyle. It was one of the 
first times I’d ever heard of someone 
living in such extravagance. He had 
an amazing house, a driver, a chef 
cooking his meals, people cutting 
his grass...more than anything I 
could even imagine.

And I remember this thought going 
through my young mind as I was 
reading,  Man, people wait on him 
hand and foot—that’s the good life!

But as I’ve gotten older, I’ve come 
to realize my thinking back then was 
completely backward. Yes, it’s a 
blessing to receive. But it’s more of 
a blessing to give. Philippians 2:1–7 
tells us:

“If you have any 
encouragement from being 
united with Christ...have 
the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: Who...made himself 
nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant....”

Being “united with Christ” is the 
essence of experiencing the Good 
Life God has for you and me.

You see, Jesus didn’t come to be 
served but to serve—we’re in union 
with a servant. That means when 
you’re born again, you also become 
a servant. So it makes sense that 
it’s so fulfilling to serve others—
because you’re living out who you 
are in Christ!

One Sure 
Way to 
Experience 
the  
Good Life
by Pete Briscoe

I came across a little book not long 
ago called  What Happens When 
You Serve. The book cites several 
studies that analyzed people’s 
brains as they served others.

One study focused on two 
groups of people: The first group 
served regularly in their church 
or community; the second one 
didn’t. The people who served 
registered significantly higher levels 
of satisfaction and happiness. And 
brain scans showed higher activity 
on a weekly basis in the pleasure 
center of their brains.

Friend, there is deep joy to be found 
in serving others—that’s part of the 
Good Life!

It’s so much better to give someone 
a lift than to have a chauffeur drive 
you around. It’s better to prepare 
a meal for someone who needs it 
than to have someone cook for you. 
And it’s better to mow the grass for 
your neighbor in crisis than to have 
someone do it for you.

It’s what Jesus wants us to do—
because we’re so closely tied to 
Him. It’s how He wants to help other 
people through us. That’s how you 
experience deep, abiding joy in your 
life. And there’s nothing else like it!

—

Read more from Pete at  
www.tellingthetruth.org.

24 25



SPEAK
ERS

DR. DARRELL BOCK
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM 8 Reasons Faith and Work Matter: Appreciating What God Has 

Us Do (J 108/109)

@DBockDTS hendrickscenter.dts.edu

Dr. Darrell Bock is the Executive Director for Cultural Engagement 
at the Hendricks Center and Senior Research Professor of New 

Testament Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary. Darrell received his Th.M. from DTS 
and his Ph.D. from the University of Aberdeen. He has earned international recognition 
for his work on Luke-Acts, the historical Jesus, biblical theology, and with messianic 
Jewish ministries. He is a well-known author of over thirty books on biblical topics. He 
has blogged on culture and Scripture for over seven years and has been a part of the 
weekly Texas Faith blog at the Dallas Morning News since its inception. He was President 
of the Evangelical Theological Society from 2000 to 2001, serves as editor-at-large for 
Christianity Today, and is on the board of Chosen People Ministries and Wheaton College. 
He and his wife, Sally, have three adult children.

PHILLIP BLEECKER
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media (F 201)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media (F 201)

Phillip Bleecker serves as Director of Senior Accounts at RightNow 
Ministries where he directs a team that consults with large 
churches worldwide. Through his role, he helps churches equip 

families, resource groups, and develop leaders in order to fulfill the Great Commission. 
Phillip began his career in sales and marketing with IBM, but has since spent 20 years in 
both international and local ministry. During that time, he has lived as a missionary in Asia, 
served on staff at several churches, undergone training as a counselor, and written for 
a number of authors and organizations, including K-Love,  YouVersion, June Hunt, and 
Architectural Digest. Phillip and his wife, Carissa, have one daughter and attend The 
Parks church.

GARY BR ANDENBURG
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM When Tragedy Strikes (J 115)

THURSDAY, 12:45 PM When Tragedy Strikes (J 115)

@BrandenburgGary fellowshipdallas.org

Gary Brandenburg serves as the Lead Pastor of Fellowship Dallas 
in Dallas, Texas. Prior to his time in ministry, he played three 

seasons of professional baseball for the Baltimore Orioles. He then went on to earn a 
M.Div. at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a D.Min. at Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary. Gary became a church planter in California for eight years. After that, he was the 
Senior Pastor at Grace Community Church in Tyler, Texas for 14 years, and then took the 
position of Lead Pastor at Fellowship Bible Church of Dallas in 2004. As a board member 
of Mercy Ships, Gary has spoken all over the world at conferences. He has also served 
on the Board of Directors for Pine Cove Christian Camps. Gary and his wife, Jana, have 
three children.

Dr. Darrell Bock
Phillip Bleecker
Gary Brandenburg
Pete Briscoe
Kurt Bruner
Dr. John Mark Caton
Francis Chan
Lisa Chan
Matt Chandler
Dr. Conway Edwards
Nick Hall
Kyle Idleman
Warren Jacobs
Paul Lanum
Zach Lee
Will Mancini
Dr. Eric Mason
Marc McCartney
Ben McLennan
Jen Pollock Michel
Brian Mosley
Scott Mosley
Bianca Juárez Olthoff
Rob Peabody
Bill Search
Grant Skeldon
Kelly Shackelford
Chris Simmons
Donnie Smith
Eric Willis
Greg Wilson
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SPEAKERS

PETE BRISCOE
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM Living in a Polarized Culture (Worship Center)

@petebriscoe benttree.org

Pete Briscoe has served as the Senior Pastor of Bent Tree Bible 
Fellowship, a multi-site church based in North Dallas, since 1991 
during which church membership has grown tenfold. Pete also 

leads Telling the Truth, a multi-faceted media ministry he shares with his parents, Jill and 
Stuart Briscoe. Pete is the author of The Surge and Belief Matters. He has a passion for 
sharing biblical truth with hurting people through expositional preaching and outreach. He 
balances both grace and truth as he teaches on the transforming power of God’s Word. 
Pete holds a M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. Pete and his wife, Libby, have 
three adult children.

KURT BRUNER
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM The Point of Home: God’s Stunning Design for Humanity 

(J 111/112)

THURSDAY, 12:45 PM It Starts at Home: Creating a Church-Wide Culture of Intentional 
Families (J 111/112)

@DriveFaithHome drivefaithhome.com

Kurt Bruner is the President of HomePointe Inc., where he helps 
local church leaders create a culture of intentional families. He’s also on the adjunct 
faculty with Dallas Theological Seminary. A graduate of Talbot Seminary and former Vice 
President with Focus on the Family, Kurt led the teams creating films, magazines, books, 
and the popular Adventures in Odyssey program. He also oversees communications for 
Open Doors International, a ministry serving persecuted Christians worldwide. Kurt has 
written more than 20 non-fiction books and three dystopian novels in collaboration with 
Dr. James Dobson. He and his wife, Olivia, have six children. 

DR. JOHN MARK CATON
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM Keeping Your Church Missionally Minded  (J 108/109)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Leading Your People Through Significant Church Growth  
(J 111/112)

@JohnMarkCaton cottonwoodcreek.org

Dr. John Mark Caton is the Senior Pastor of Cottonwood Creek 
Church in Allen, Texas, where he has served since 1995. He holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration from Baylor University, a Th.M. from Criswell College and a M.Div. in Biblical 
Languages from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. In 2001, he completed his 
Ph.D. at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. John Mark and his wife, Jeana, have 
four children and reside in Fairview, Texas.

FR ANCIS CHAN
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM Eternity and Everyday Life (Worship Center)

FRIDAY, 9:00 AM Trust (Worship Center)

@youandmeforever youandmeforever.org

Francis Chan is the best-selling author of books,  Crazy Love, 
Forgotten God, Erasing Hell, Multiply, and You and Me Forever, co-

written with his wife, Lisa. Francis has also written the children’s books Halfway Herbert, The 
Big Red Tractor and the Little Village, and Ronnie Wilson’s Gift. Francis was the Founding 
Pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi Valley, California, and is the Founder of Eternity Bible 
College. Currently, Francis is planting churches in the San Francisco area and launched 
a countrywide discipleship movement with David Platt called Multiply. Francis lives in 
Northern California with his wife, Lisa, and their seven children.

LISA CHAN
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM Eternity and Everyday Life (Worship Center)

@youandmeforever youandmeforever.org

Lisa Chan is the co-author of You and Me Forever: Marriage in 
Light of Eternity with her husband, Francis. Lisa is featured in the 
video Bible study series True Beauty: Finding Your Identity in Jesus, 

which weaves her teaching with another woman’s story of discovery. An accomplished 
singer, Lisa has recorded three albums, including Endless Beauty. Lisa lives in Northern 
California with her husband, Francis and their seven children, where they are active in 
inner-city ministry.

MAT T CHANDLER
WEDNESDAY, 1:00 PM Practicing Eternity, Abiding in Christ, and the Fullness of Life 

(Worship Center)

@MattChandler74 thevillagechurch.net

Matt Chandler serves as Lead Pastor of Teaching at The Village 
Church in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex. Since he started in 

2002, the church has grown from 160 people to over 10,000 with campuses in Flower 
Mound, Dallas, Southlake, Plano, and Fort Worth. He serves as President of Acts 29, a 
worldwide church-planting organization. Over the last ten years, Acts 29 has emerged 
from a small group of pastors to over 600 churches in the United States and around the 
world. Beyond speaking at conferences, Matt has also written five books, including The 
Explicit Gospel. Matt and his wife, Lauren, have three children.
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SPEAKERS

DR. CONWAY EDWARDS
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Developing Leaders in the Church (Worship Center)

WEDNESDAY, 4:45 PM Increasing Your Leadership Trajectory (Worship Center)

@ConwayEdwards visitonecc.com

Dr. Conway Edwards is the Founding and Lead Pastor of One 
Community Church in Plano, Texas, ministering to the communities 

of Collin County. Formerly, he served as Director of Singles at Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship 
in Dallas under the leadership of Senior Pastor, Dr. Tony Evans. Conway holds a Th.M. 
with an emphasis in Pastoral Ministry from Dallas Theological Seminary and a Doctorate 
in Strategic Leadership from Regent University. He is the author of Leading a Turnaround 
Ministry: A Process for Exponential Growth and co-author of When Love’s In View and The 
Undercover Woman, with his wife, Jada. Conway and Jada have two children.

NICK HALL
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM TOGETHER after Jesus (Treehouse)

@NickHall pulsemovement.com

Nick Hall is an evangelist, international speaker, and Founder of 
PULSE, a movement that seeks to empower the Church and awaken 
the culture to the reality of Jesus. He sits on the leadership teams 

for the US Lausanne Committee, the National Association of Evangelicals, and the student 
advisory team for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Nick is regularly featured 
as an event speaker and has been featured on major media outlets including the  US 
News & World Report, Fox News, and Christianity Today. Nick is the author of Reset: Jesus 
Changes Everything. He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from NDSU 
and a Master’s in Leadership and Christian Thought from Bethel Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Nick and his wife, Tiffany, have two children and live in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

K YLE IDLEMAN
THURSDAY, 3:15 PM Rooted in Community (Worship Center)

@KyleIdleman kyleidleman.com

Kyle Idleman is Teaching Pastor at Southeast Christian Church in 
Louisville, Kentucky with over 24,000 in attendance every week. 
Kyle is a sought-after speaker for regional and national conferences 

and the author of four books including the bestsellers Not A Fan and Gods at War. He has 
also worked with City on a Hill Studio to write and present seven video curricula including 
the award-winning H20: A Journey of Faith and The Easter Experience. Kyle and his wife, 
DesiRae, have four children.

WARREN JACOBS
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Help! We Need More Musicians and Worship Leaders! (J 115)

prestontrail.org

Warren Jacobs is a worship leader, singer/songwriter, and educator. 
He serves as the Worship Pastor of Preston Trail Community 
Church in Frisco, Texas. As a worship consultant for an international 

student organization that hosted over 15,000 students each year, Warren recruited, hired, 
and trained over 50 worship leaders. With passion and humility, he has led people into 
authentic worship for the past two decades. Warren and his wife, Sonya, have three 
children.

PAUL L ANUM
EMCEE

Paul Lanum is the Vice President of Publishing and Conferences 
at RightNow Media. He leads a team that produces the RightNow 
and Work as Worship Conferences, as well as a team of writers 
that help create RightNow Media Original video Bible studies and 

online training. Prior to RightNow, Paul spent fourteen years creating films for Walt Disney 
Feature Animation and earned a Th.M. from Dallas Theological Seminary. Paul and his 
wife, Amaryah, have two children and attend Chase Oaks Church.

ZACH LEE
THURSDAY, 12:45 PM The Pastor as Theologian: Theological Equipping in the Local 

Church (J 101)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Disciples, not Converts: Faithfulness vs. Pragmatism in Smaller 
Churches (J 101)

@zacharytlee theparkwaychurch.com

Zach Lee is the Groups Minister at The Parkway Church in 
McKinney, Texas. Before joining The Parkway Church, he was a groups minister at the 
Flower Mound Campus of The Village Church. At The Village—and now at The Parkway 
Church—Zach worked as part of a team that equipped church members with theological 
education. He did his undergraduate work in biblical studies and is currently finishing up 
his graduate work in philosophy and theology. Zach and his wife, Katy, have two children.
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SPEAKERS

WILL MANCINI
THURSDAY, 12:45 PM Your Next Big Dream: 12 Vision Templates to Find and Focus 

Your Church’s Future (J 108/109)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM It’s Your Call: 4 Life-Changing Imperatives for Finding and 
Aligning Your Personal Vision (J 108/109)

@willmancini willmancini.com

Will Mancini is Founder of Auxano, a non-profit church consulting 
group, and Younique, a training and certification company for personal calling and 
life planning through the church. As a recognized thought leader, he leads a team of 
“navigators” who work with over 400 church teams a year to create break-through clarity 
and execute their vision. A graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary, Will served as Pastor 
of Spiritual Formation and Leadership Development at Clear Creek Community Church and 
FaithBridge, both in Houston. Will is the author of multiple books, including God Dreams 
and Church Unique. Will and his wife, Romy, live in Houston with their four children.

DR. ERIC MASON
THURSDAY, 9:00 AM Beginning with the End in Mind (Worship Center)

THURSDAY, 11:15 AM Contextualization: Reaching Out Without Selling Out 
(Worship Center)

@pastoremase pastoremase.com

Dr. Eric Mason is the Co-Founder and Lead Pastor of Epiphany 
Fellowship in Philadelphia. In addition to his role at Epiphany Fellowship, Eric serves as 
the President of Thriving, a ministry dedicated to aiding training minorities for ministry to 
urban contexts. He also serves on the boards of the Acts 29 Network and Reach Life 
Ministries. He’s the author of Manhood Restored, Beat God to the Punch, and Unleashed. 
Eric received his Master of Theology from Dallas Theological Seminary and a Doctorate 
from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He lives in Philadelphia with his wife, Yvette, 
and their three children.

MARC MCCARTNEY
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Don’t Meet the Needs of the Materially Poor (J 116)

@marcmccartney lakepointe.org

Marc McCartney is the Missions Pastor at Lake Pointe Church 
in Rockwall, Texas. Lake Pointe is a church on mission with 32 
local mission partners, 36 North American church plants and 18 

international church partners in ten countries. He has a passion to help people live their 
life on mission for Jesus Christ. Marc attended Baylor University and formerly worked 
for Promise Keepers and Global Missions Fellowship. He served as the Vice President 
of Conferences and Leadership Development at RightNow Media for 13 years before 
transitioning to Lake Pointe. Marc and his wife, Robin, have two daughters.

BEN MCLENNAN
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media (F 201)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media (F 201)

Ben McLennan is a Senior Account Manager at RightNow Media. 
In this  role, he facilitates  partnerships between RightNow Media 
and churches in Southern California and Arizona. He is a former 

youth pastor, children’s pastor, young adult pastor, and church planter. Ben’s most recent 
role was Director of Small Groups at Dream City Church in Phoenix, Arizona. He and his 
wife, Rebecca, adopted their four children out of foster care. They attend Gateway Church 
Scottsdale and live in Phoenix, Arizona.

JEN POLLOCK MICHEL
WEDNESDAY, 1:00 PM Forever Home (Worship Center)

WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Teach Us to Want: Making Desire Central to Discipleship 
(J 111/112)

@Jenpmichel jenpollockmichel.com

Jen Pollock Michel is a speaker and the author of Keeping Place: 
Reflections on the Meaning of Home and  Teach Us to Want: Longing, Ambition and 
the Life of Faith, Christianity Today’s 2015 Book of the Year. Jen writes widely for both 
print and digital publications and was a finalist for The Evangelical Christian Publishers 
Association New Author Award in 2015. Additionally, Jen travels to speak at churches, 
conferences, and retreats. She earned a B.A. in French from Wheaton College and an 
M.A. in Literature from Northwestern University. Jen lives in Toronto with her husband, 
Ryan, and five children.

BRIAN MOSLEY
EMCEE

Brian Mosley serves as the President of RightNow Media. His 
passion is to help people live out their faith in their neighborhoods, 
offices, schools, homes, and around the world.  The 140 people 
at RightNow Media serve over 17,000 churches, ministries and 

Christian business owners with powerful video content that inspires people to action. Brian 
graduated from Baylor University and then married his high school sweetheart, Julie. They 
have four kids and attend Allen Bible Church where Brian is also an elder.

32 33



SPEAKERS

SCOT T MOSLEY
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media (F 201)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Getting the Most Out of RightNow Media (F 201)

Scott Mosley is the Vice  President of Software and 
Experience at RightNow Ministries. He leads the  team  that 
developed  RightNowMedia.org  as well as all of the RightNow 

Media apps for iOS, Android, Apple TV, Roku, and Fire TV. He has a passion for finding 
ways that technology can provide tools and resources for churches. Scott also serves as 
a member of the Frisco Young Life committee. He and his wife, Holley, attend Providence 
Church in Frisco. 

BIANCA JUÁREZ OLTHOFF
THURSDAY, 9:00 AM A Brother’s Blessing (Worship Center)

@biancaolthoff biancaolthoff.com

Bianca Juárez Olthoff is a speaker and author of Play with Fire. 
Passionate about God’s Word, she teaches around the globe and 
on her blog about life, love, and the pursuit of Jesus. Whether 

discussing topics from justice to pop culture, Bianca has spent many years building the 
Church and mobilizing God’s people to action alongside her husband Matt, who is Lead 
Outreach Pastor at Mariners Church in Irvine, California.

ROB PEABODY
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM Unleashing an Army to Change the World for Good (J 101)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Unleashing an Army to Change the World for Good (Treehouse)

@AwakenRob vomo.org

Rob Peabody leads VOMO, a web-based platform that leverages 
technology to power a global volunteer movement. He is an 

entrepreneurial visionary who recently moved back to the U.S. after living for six years 
in London, England. He led a non-profit ministry called Awaken, and started a national 
conference in the U.K. for millennials. Rob previously served as the Global City Leader for 
London for the International Mission Board. He’s also served as a mega-church pastor in 
the United States. Rob consults for various ministries and has written multiple books and 
small group studies. He and his wife, Medea, have three children.

BILL SEARCH
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Six Keys to Taking Your Small Group to the Next Level (J 101)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Sticky Issues Most Small Groups Face and What to Do About 
Them (J 116)

@billsearch

Bill Search is the author of Essential Guide for Small Group Leaders 
and Simple Small Groups. He was previously the Lead Pastor of Life Groups at Elmbrook 
Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin. He also served as the Groups Team Leader at Southeast 
Christian Church in Louisville, Kentucky—one of the largest churches in America. He’s also 
a regular contributor to www.smallgroups.com. He has a M.A. from Wheaton College in 
Educational Ministries. Bill and his wife, Karyn, have three children.

GR ANT SKELDON
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM Millennials and Discipleship: Returning to the Past to Reach the 

Future (Family Theater)

THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Missional Millennials: Building an Army Instead of an Audience 
(Family Theater)

@grantskeldon initiativenetwork.org

Grant Skeldon is the Executive Director of Initiative Network, 
an organization committed to shifting the culture of Dallas by training millennials to 
be Christ-loving, city-changing, church-investing, disciple-making local missionaries. 
Initiative has impacted thousands of young leaders from over 540 different churches 
across the metroplex. Grant has traveled the world speaking on the topic of engaging 
and empowering millennials. Grant serves on the advisory boards for Harvest America in 
Dallas and Movement Day Greater Dallas. He attends and leads a small group at Mercy 
Street Church, a church plant in West Dallas.

KELLY SHACKELFORD
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM Religious Freedoms Under Fire: An Update from the Front Lines 

(J 116)

THURSDAY, 12:45 PM Religious Freedoms Under Fire: An Update from the Front Lines 
(J 116)

@_KShackelford firstliberty.org

Kelly Shackelford, Esq., is the President and CEO of First Liberty 
Institute. He is a constitutional scholar who has argued before the United States Supreme 
Court, testified before the U.S. House and Senate, and won three state landmark First 
Amendment and religious liberty cases. Kelly is the recipient of the prestigious William 
Bentley Ball Award for Life and Religious Freedom Defense. A highly sought-after speaker, 
Kelly has appeared on numerous nationally syndicated television programs and been 
featured in major publications including, The New York Times. He is on the Board of 
Trustees of the United States Supreme Court Historical Society and is a graduate of Baylor 
University. Kelly and his wife, Karen, have three children.
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CHRIS SIMMONS
THURSDAY, 2:00 PM Ministering in an Urban Context (J 115)

cornerstonedallas.org

Chris Simmons serves as the Pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Texas. He started serving there in 1988 and stepped into 
the role of pastor the following year. Under Chris’s leadership, 

Cornerstone started the Cornerstone Community Development Corp. Inc., which is 
devoted to bringing about community development and revitalization in one of the most 
blighted areas of South Dallas/Fair Park. In 2009, he was nominated for the Dallas Morning 
News’ Texan of the Year. Chris holds a B.A. from Washington Bible College and a Th.M. 
from Dallas Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Janie, have three children.

DONNIE SMITH
THURSDAY, 3:15 PM A Model of Servant Leadership (Worship Center)

Donnie Smith is the former CEO of Tyson Foods. Donnie’s 
contagious enthusiasm characterized his time at Tyson, influencing 
more than 110,000 Team Members. Appointed to his role in 2009, 
his passion was the hallmark of his tenure at the company, which 

he joined in 1980. He led Tyson Foods to be a company with a conscience, focused 
on feeding the world great, affordable food, while also making a positive difference in 
people’s lives. A native of Tennessee, Donnie graduated from the University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville with a B.A. degree in animal science. He and his wife, Terry, have three adult 
children.

ERIC WILLIS
WEDNESDAY, 3:30 PM Conflict and the Christian Response: Applying the Four Filters of 

Conflict (Family Theater)

THURSDAY, 12:45 PM Practical Helps for Handling Church Conflict: An Interactive, 
Best-Practices Session (Family Theater)

bentree.org

Eric Willis is the Pastor of Network and Minister Development at 
Bent Tree Bible Fellowship in Carrollton, Texas where he oversees Bent Tree’s Network 
of Churches and the Pastoral Launching Pad residency program. He also serves as the 
Executive Director of Reclaim Leadership, a ministry of encouragement to ministry leaders 
facing burnout and church conflict. He has over 20 years of pastoral ministry experience 
and is a Certified Coach, Speaker, and Trainer with the John Maxwell Leadership Team. 
Eric is the author of Breathing Space. Eric and his wife, Jennifer, have five sons. 

GREG WILSON
THURSDAY, 11:15 AM Equipping Lay Leaders for Care Ministry in the Church 

(Treehouse)

THURSDAY, 12:45 PM Spiritually and Emotionally Healthy Leadership for the Long Haul 
(Treehouse)

@gregwilson soulcareassociates.com

Greg Wilson is a Licensed Professional Counselor-Supervisor 
and has a full-time counseling practice at Soul Care Associates, specializing in working 
with families, couples, adolescents, and men. He holds two Masters of Arts degrees 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and is currently pursuing a Doctor of 
Educational Ministry degree in Biblical Counseling at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Greg also serves as the Deacon of Care at The Village Church in Flower Mound, 
Texas, and is a Certification Curriculum Facilitator for the Association of Biblical Counselors, 
where he is also a member of the advisory board for their Center for Professional Soul 
Care. Greg and his wife, Cristi, have one daughter.

SPEAKERS
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My heart is to see a movement of 
God’s people living extraordinary 
lives. I’m tired of seeing children of 
the living God walking around half 
dead.

Instead of chasing the purpose 
created for them, they are afraid of 
what pursuing God means.

“God I want to serve you, but  
don’t let this happen!”

“God I want to serve you, but  
please don’t make me poor!”

“God I want to serve you 
anywhere…except Africa!”

“God I want to serve you, but  
please don’t allow anyone 
in my life get sick!”

“God I want to serve you but  
please don’t make me 

let go of my super hot 
heathen boyfriend!”

I get it. We have lots of fears. When 
God asks us to pick up our cross 
and follow him, we may become 
reluctant and want to run our own 
lives. Moses was just like that. But 
God interrupted his comfortable 
life. Think about it. Mo was hitting 
80 years old, he was ready to 
retire. You know, settle down with 
the grandkids and rock on his front 
porch.

But there’s a bush that is burning, 
and Moses’ life is about to get flipped 
upside down. Moses answered, 

“What if they do not believe 
me or listen to me and say, 

‘The Lord did not appear to 
you’?” Then the Lord said 
to him, “What is that in your 
hand?” “A staff,” he replied. 

The Lord said, “Throw it on 
the ground.” Moses threw 
it on the ground and it 
became a snake, and he 
ran from it.” [Ex. 4:1–3]

In Exodus chapter 3, Moses had 
many doubts and many fears. He 
came up with tons of excuses. But 
God asked Moses what was in his 
hand.

We know Moses has a shepherd’s 
staff in his hand, a dead thing. But 
then he laid it down and it became a 
snake. A dead thing became a living 
thing, and a dangerous thing at that. 
So dangerous in fact that Moses 
actually runs from it! God says to 
pick it up and it becomes a dead 
thing again.

Before we discover what God has 
created us for, we must be willing 
to lay down our income, lay down 
our status, lay down our perfection, 
lay down our finances, lay down our 
children, lay down our relationships, 
lay down our self-pursuits.

Just like God told Moses, I believe 
God is telling people today to lay 
it down. Will you not lay down your 
identity? Many of us are defined 
by our job, our education, our 
financial status, or marital status. But 
Galatians 2:20 reminds us that, “I 
have been crucified with Christ and I 
no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” 
Yes, it’s no longer about me, but 
rather Christ who lives in me. God 
is saying, “Let me be the one to give 
you identity. Find your identity in me.”

Before we find our passion and 
calling, we must be willing to lay 
down our influence and recognition.

The recognition of man pales in 
comparison to what God has called 
us to. God is asking if you’re willing 
to lay down our dead things so he 
can make them come to life. Many 
people are living lives that are dead; 
it feels comfortable and safe and 
controllable.

But when God gives us a vision for 
our life like he did with Moses, we’re 
able to see the power God has for 
us, the purpose he promises us, and 
the plan he wants for us. It might 
scare us. Some might even want to 
run away from because it’s terrifying 
and they won’t know how to handle 
the amazing things God has for 
them.

We can have great dreams for 
ourselves, as I’m sure Moses had 
great dreams for himself.

But I wonder if he ever had dreams 
that one day he would change the 
world.

I wonder if in his wildest dream his 
shepherd’s stick—which is the last 
time in Scripture it’s referred to as 
Moses’ rod, but now as the rod of 
God—that one day this rod of God 
would humble and bring the greatest 
nation of that time to its knees.

I wonder if he dreamt that one day 

The recognition 
of man pales  

in comparison 
to what God has 

called us to.

Lay Down your
Influence, Identity &
Income...
by Bianca Juárez Olthoff
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he would raise this rod and seas 
would part.

I wonder if he dreamt one day that 
he would hit a rock with this rod of 
God and water would spew out. Or 
that he would feed thousands of 
people in the desert.

Even in his wildest imaginations as a 
Prince of Egypt, I don’t think he knew 
what he was going to do through the 
power of God.

Our dreams are great. We may have 
wonderful dreams. But I discovered 
God’s dreams for me are far greater 
than my dreams for myself. Yes, his 
dreams are far greater than anything 
we can dream up. But let’s not ignore 
three things that are in the text:

1. God won’t use anything we have 
until we let go of it. He will not force 
or coerce us to give up anything. 
It’s when we willingly offer it to him 
that he will do great things with 
whatever we have.

2. God didn’t ask Moses to use 
something he didn’t already have. 
Yup, God always uses what we 
have. God has never demanded 
from us what we do not have.

3. We will never know the full 
potential of what we have until we 
allow God to have full control of it.

Sadly, I believe that Christianity has 
lost sight of that. Today we define 
a mature Christian as someone 
who goes to church, knows 

some Scripture, doesn’t drink, 
doesn’t smoke, doesn’t curse, and 
volunteers at a non-profit, but goes 
along pursuing their own dream 
trying to find fulfillment. They go 
along baptizing their dream and 
Christianizing it.

But God has HUGE dreams for 
us! He’s whispering in the wind 
and speaking through the fire and 
shouting in silence the extraordinary 
dream he is birthing in you. His 
dream for you is far greater than 
the dream you have for yourself. 
It’s not your identity or income or 
influence that will make this happen. 
Like Zechariah 4:6 says, “’It’s not 
by might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit,’ says the Lord.”

God isn’t waiting until you have 
more resources or a husband or a 
job so he can use you. He can use 
you now.

Stop asking when you are going to 
get your gifts or talents or calling 
and see what’s in your hand.

—

Read more from Bianca at  
www.biancaolthoff.com.

Walk the journey of Ruth, 
Naomi, and Boaz and 
discover the devoted love of 
God and His transformative 
power in our lives.

BIANCA JUÁREZ OLTHOFF

Streaming now on RightNow Media
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Streaming now on 
RightNow Media
In this Book of the Bible series, Kyle Idleman 
dives into the book of Galatians, one that 
contains some of the clearest explanations 
of the gospel in the New Testament. Through 
verse-by-verse study and engaging lessons, 
Kyle shows that true freedom is found in 
surrender, not self-dependence. Because our 
gospel is not one based on our works, but 
faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.

Visit rightnowmedia.org/galatians to  
download a free leader’s guide for this study.



Even the most mature believers face dark nights of the soul.  
During those times, God feels distant, His Word dry, and the vibrant 
intimacy we knew before seems absent leaving us wondering, 
“Where is the Lord in this?” In Psalm 119, Matt Chandler aims to 
introduce viewers to the words of King David who experienced 
similar seasons of life. Serving as the anchor for the study, Psalm 
119 demonstrates the power of God’s Word in the lives of believers 
and its ability to provide a warm blanket for the soul.

Streaming now on RightNow Media



WHAT BETTER WAY TO 
LIVE IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY 
THAN TO STUDY SCRIPTURE BOOK BY BOOK?

The story of Scripture points us to the hope of eternity and teaches 

us to live with the end in mind. Keep what you’ve learned at the 

conference alive by studying a book of the Bible. RightNow partners 

with incredible speakers who walk through the Word of God verse 

by verse. These short, easy-to-digest videos capture the beauty of 

the Bible in a way that can relate to everyone from teenagers to 

grandparents. Dive deeper into the text with our Leader’s Guides—a 

great tool for leading a group or for personal study. Whether for 

family discussion, small group study, or personal devotions, studying 

a book of the Bible will focus you on eternity.

EACH BOOK OF THE BIBLE ANSWERS A KEY QUESTION.

NEXT STEPS

LIVE
How do I put my 
Faith in action?

Francis Chan
12 Sessions

What does it mean to 
live out the gospel?

J.D. Greear
9 Sessions

Will God give up on
me if I disobey?

Eric Mason
8 Sessions
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Bianca Juárez Olthoff
7 Sessions

How can my faith
produce fruit?

Chip Ingram
7 Sessions

How can I 
cherish the 
Word of God?

Matt Chandler
10 Sessions

How do I enjoy the 
family of God?

Tony Evans
8 Sessions

How do I
live free?

Kyle Idleman
6 Sessions

How can I see God’s hand
in the midst of tragedy?

Visit rightnowmedia.org/galatians to download a free leader’s guide for this study.
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WITH
LESLIE LEYLAND FIELDS

In this 6-part series, Leslie Leyland Fields, author, speaker, 

and seasoned Alaskan fisherwoman takes us on a journey 

through the life of Christ. She leads us across the waters 

of time and culture out onto the Sea of Galilee, through 

a rugged season of commercial fishing with her family 

in Alaska, and through the waters of the New Testament 

beside the ragtag fishermen disciples. Her own story and 

her fresh insights will challenge our understanding of Jesus 

and what it means to “Come, follow me.”

Streaming now
on RightNow Media



TAKE IT 
HOME 
Conferences can overwhelm us—we gain incredible amounts of information 
in a short amount of time. It’s crucial to slow down and allow everything we’ve 
learned to settle in. Use these questions to process what God’s been teaching 
you and your team this week. Our hope is that you’ll take the RightNow 
Conference home with you as you continue to live for eternity.

You

What has God said to you through this conference? What attitudes or actions need to 
change in your life?

 

 

 

What main session spoke to you the most? Why?

 

 

 

What breakouts did you go to? What did you learn and how did they impact you?

 

 

 

In what specific ways could you live in light of eternity as you go home?

 

 

 

Your Team

How is your ministry team/church living in light of eternity now? What could be 
improved?

 

 

 

What has God been saying to you and your team through this conference?

 

 

How could you use what you learned in your church, ministry, or leadership team?

 

 

 

In what ways could you and your team grow in the next year?
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In this 4-part series, Nick Hall, Founder and 
Chief Communicator for PULSE, a ministry 
focused on reaching the next generation 
for Christ, talks to students about how a 
relationship with Jesus changes everything—
our identity, relationships, habits, and mission. 
Students will be challenged to allow Jesus to 
transform every aspect of their lives.

Now streaming on RightNow Media
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