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PRICE Jeffrey Basil 
 

 

Name:   Jeffrey Basil Price 

Born:    1919 

Rank:    Driver 

Service Number:   T/85899 

Regiment/Unit:  RASC 

Died:   1998 

 

 
 

Pre-War: 
Jeffrey disliked school and, in later life, constantly told his grandson, Thomas.  At the 
end of his school life Jeffrey, mentioned to his son, Thomas, that on one occasion he 
and his close friends were spoken to by his headmaster.  He said ‘that although their 
school life had not been totally successful, he thought that he was now looking at the 
future businessmen of Halesowen’.  How right he was!! 
Wartime experience: 
Jeffery became a prisoner of war on 15 February 1942, after the fall of Singapore and, 
accord to his Japanese POW Index Card, it appears he was initially held at the Sime 
Road Camp, before being moved to Changi POW Camp.  He remained in Singapore 
as a POW until 8 or 9 May 1943, when he was transported as part of ‘H’ Force on 
Train 3 or 4.  Most probably Train 4, which was under the command of Major J M 
Smyth, Royal Norfolk Regiment.  It is thought he 
was first sent to Tha Sao, where he was forced 
to work on the Thai/Burma railway, during 
which the conditions they experienced were 
unimaginable.  When the ‘H’ Force roll was 
compiled, Jeffrey was listed in Camp 1, which 
was Hintock.  On completion of the railway, in 
late 1943, Jeffrey, together with his comrades, 
were evacuated back to Kanchanaburi to the ‘F’ 
& ‘H’ Force Hospital Camp.  
Those that were sent here were re-grouped 
and, as soon as they were fit enough to travel, 
were sent back to Singapore.  
 

 

Above:  Jeffrey (centre) with two friends 
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He went to Sime Road Camp first, then to Changi 
POW Camp and after May 1944 was sent to Changi 
Gaol.  Jeffery remained in Singapore until he was 
released at the end of the War on 15 February 1945. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Civilian life after return: 
Jeffrey was married in 1949 to Mary Brookes and became Company Director for the 
family business which still survives to this day.  He went on to have 3 children one of 
whom is involved in the business.  
Sadly, Jeffrey died in 1998 at the age of 79. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above information and wording has been provided by Thomas Price (son)  
Additional information has been provided by Keith Andrews, COFEPOW Head of Research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above: A photo of Jeffrey’s metal tag 
Above his prisoner number it says 
‘British Soldier’ in Japanese 


