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HALL William Henry 
 

 

Name:   William Henry Hall 

Born:   25 July 1920 

Rank:    Gunner 

Service Number:   1104093 

Unit/Regiment:   135/148th Field 
Regiment, Royal Artillery   

Died:     26 February 2001 

 

 
Pre-War: 
Nobby, as he was known, was Born on 25 July 1920 in Croydon, Surrey. He worked 
at the Sleepeeze Mattress Factory in Croydon before he was called up and he was 
told that his job would be kept open for him on his return from the War.  He enlisted 
on 20 November 1940. 
 

Wartime experience: 
Nobby joined the 135/148th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery as a gunner on the 25lb 
guns.  He was posted to 336th Battery, 18th Division which consisted of 8.25 pounder 
field guns.  While he was in training, he was a Driver to Lt Col Lilley.  The Regiment 
sailed from Gourock, Scotland on board the Polish vessel, the Sobieski, as part of 
Convoy CT5, sailing at midnight on 30 October 1941.  The men had no idea where 
they were going and the only clues they had were that the vehicles and guns were 
painted a sand colour, so the assumption was, they were going somewhere where 
there was a desert.  Unfortunately, they were wrong, they were sent to Singapore, 
arriving in Keppel Harbour aboard the USS Mount Vernon on 13 January 1942.  Nobby 
was captured on 15 February 1942, at the fall of Singapore, he was held in Changi 
POW Camp before being moved to the River Valley Camp.  The work there included 
Motor Transport repair shops, workshops, installation of a power station and 
stevedoring.  Together, with his fellow prisoners, Nobby left Singapore on 20 March 
1943.  They were loaded into cattle trucks and transported by rail to Siam (now 
Thailand) as part of ‘D’ Force in Group 4.  He arrived in Ban Pong and was moved on 
to Wampo (Whang Po) Camp then on to Kinsaiyok (1 Jungle Camp); then to Kroeng 
Krai and from there to Tha Soa (Hospital Camp) where he wrote about when he was 
at Sonkuri No.2 Camp and how he helped to burn the Cholera Dead on Pyres.   
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He ended up in an emaciated state like so many of his comrades in 
Nakhon Pathom Hospital Camp and, like so many, must have been nearly close to 
death.  He suffered from many Tropical Diseases - Beri-Beri, Malaria, Dysentry and 
also had a really bad leg ulcer which came from the beatings about the ankles from 
the barbaric Korean/Japanese Guards!  The family believe that his leg was treated by 
the Australian Doctor, Sir Weary Dunlop, as, according to his wife, Nobby spoke very 
fondly of him.   
 
Civilian life after return: 
Nobby returned home to Southampton on the RMS Corfu. According to his War 
Records, before his return home he spent time in a sanitorium in Thailand, where it is 
believed he was treated for TB.  He returned to West Croydon and his job in the 
Sleepeezee factory where he met his wife, Irene, who was 8 years younger, and on 6 
September 1947, they married. Irene remembers bad Nightmares he had. 
In July 1950 his first daughter, Chris, was born - apparently, Nobby was so worried 
about her, that he counted every finger and every toe before he could relax. Then 3 
years later they had a second daughter and again, he was anxious until he checked 
her over to make sure all the fingers and toes were there!  He was a lovely Father who 
was hard-working, very quiet and unassuming.  He never spoke badly of anyone, but 
he disliked the Japanese and Koreans immensely after surviving their brutality!  He 
would never eat Rice and always ate everything that was put on his plate. 
In 1963, he was in Roehampton Hospital, Putney where he was having an operation 
for his leg ulcer and, where it was found he had the parasitic worm called 
Strongyloides.  So, while the doctors were treating his leg, they also gave him a drug 
to make the Strongyloide dormant. 
Sadly, Nobby passed away on 26 February in 2001 at the age of 80, from stomach 
cancer - which wasn't surprising really now knowing more about his Cruel Captivity as 
a FEPOW. 
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above information and wording has been provided by Chris Beer (daughter) 
Additional information provided by Keith Andrews (COFEPOW Head of Research) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


