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TINWORTH Stanley 
 

 

Name:  Stanley Tinworth 

Born:   19 November 1917 

Rank:   Signalman 

Service Number:   4750105 

Regiment:   York and Lancaster 
Regiment/Sherwood Foresters 

Died:     January 2004 

 

 

 
Pre-War: 
Stanley Frederick Tinworth, known as Stan, was born in the village of Horndon-on-
the-Hill, Essex.  He attended the local primary school and was a keen member of the 
local Scout Group.   He also sang in the Church Choir and when his voice broke, he 
was given the job of pumping the organ.  However, his love of singing did not stop him 
singing all the time. 
 

Wartime experience: 
When the War broke out Stan was working in the Oil Trade, which was a reserved 
occupation, but like many other young men, he was not prepared to stay home while 
his friends went to war.  He enlisted on 15 January 1940 and was posted to the York 
and Lancaster Regiment.  During his 8 weeks square-bashingi at Puma Barracks, 
Plymouth he and his friend, Wilf Giddins, would read the semaphore messages being 
sent on the parade ground.  A sergeant heard them and, without them knowing, 
enlisted them for a signals course, for which they had both wanted to volunteer.   They 
had learned semaphore at Scouts, and after training for 8 weeks Stan qualified as a 
Signalman. 
Stan was transferred to the 1/5th Sherwood Foresters on 12 June 1940 and left Britain 
on the SS Orcades in October 1941.  On reaching Nova Scotia, his regiment 
transferred to the ship, West Point. They eventually reached Singapore on 28 January 
1942 and were bombed by Japanese aircraft as they came into port. Whilst in 
Singapore, Stan and his friends visited Raffles Hotel, which is still very famous now.  
He always said that he and his mates drank any alcohol they could find before the 
Japanese could get it.   After the fall of Singapore, Stan was taken prisoner by the 
Japanese and was sent to work on the notorious Thailand-Burma Railway.  This was 
an horrendous time.   
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There was very little food and hygiene in the camp was poor.  Whilst in captivity he 
was an active member of the (banned) Maenam Kwai Noi Rover Scout Group which 
was formed by former Scouts, Rovers and Scouters. The Rovers visited prisoners in 
hospital to help build their moral and, although the group was banned, the 
Commanding Officer supported the Rovers and agreed to the hospital visits.   Some 
even helped ward orderlies making sure that patients were taking their medication.  In 
early 1944 Stan was in Chungkai Hospital with badly ulcerated legs and feet due to 
the treatment he had received at the hands of the Japanese.  Stan!s leg was not 
healing and the Surgeon decided it would be best to operate and amputate Stan!s leg.  
However, on checking the leg prior to surgery a few days later, there was new skin 
growing over the wounds and thankfully, his leg was saved.  
 

Civilian life after return: 
Following the surrender of the Japanese, Stan eventually made it home to Liverpool 
on 16 October 1945 where he was checked over by a Doctor. The Doctor!s advice 
was to have a pint of beer each day as it would help him to build up his strength.  Stan 
jokingly told us that he had tried to do as he was told but, had not always succeeded! 
Once home Stan found it hard to find employment but eventually managed to get a 
position back in the Oil Industry. In 1946 he married Winifred Neville (Win) and 
together they had 3 daughters. During the early years of their marriage, Win had a 
hard time with Stan!s PTSD, although it was not known as that then.  He had 
nightmares on many occasions, when she would be woken by him trying to strangle 
her. Not only did she have to deal with this but she also had to try not to let this impact 
on their daughter!s lives. It was not something she spoke about until the girls were 
adults. Stan also continued to suffer from occasional bouts of Malaria when he would 
take to his bed for a few days.  
Once more Stan became involved in Scouting with 1st Horndon-on-the-Hill Scout 
Group, and all the family were taken to Scout Camp each year as their annual holiday. 
He continued in Scouting for the rest of his life, eventually becoming the District 
Commissioner of Stanford-le-Hope and District and being awarded the Silver Acorn 
for services to Scouting.  He was invited to Windsor Castle for the presentation.  
In 1983 Stan and Win went on a holiday to Thailand which helped Stan come to terms 
with some of his past.  After that trip Stan began to open up and talk more about his 
experiences as a Japanese Prisoner of War, which Win noted down to ensure that 
what the prisoners went through would never be forgotten. Win wrote a book "Stan!s 
War Years” for their family so future generations might understand what Stan endured 
as a Far East Prisoner of War. 
Stan passed away in January 2004, at the age of 86, having lived long enough to 
meet some of his Great Grandchildren and he was never happier than when 
surrounded by family. 
 

 

The above wording and information has been provided by Winifred Price (daughter) and her sisters 
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