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ENNIS Marion Elizabeth 
 

 

Name:   Marion Elizabeth Ennis   
(nee Petrie) 

Born:   21 July 1912 

Indian Military Nursing Service 
(IMNS) and Queen Alexandra’s 
Imperial Military Nursing Service 

Died:   10 December 2003 

 
 

Pre-War: 
Elizabeth, as she was known, was born and educated in Edinburgh. She trained as 
a nurse at the Deaconess Hospital and, on qualifying, took up a post as Nanny for 
the family of a diplomat, Robert Heatlie Scott (later knighted).  She travelled with the 
family to Hong Kong. She was in Singapore when the threat from the Japanese 
increased, so Elizabeth decided to return to nursing. She was posted upcountry, 
where she met Dr Jack Ennis. They were married on 11 February 1942, just four days 
before Singapore fell.  On 2 March 1942, they were separated as POWs –  she was 
sent to Changi Gaol and Jack was sent to Roberts Barracks. 
 

Wartime experience:  
While she was in Changi Gaol, 
Elizabeth (who was a keen Girl 
Guider before the war) ran a Girl 
Guide company. Much loved by the 
girls she helped, in July 1942 they 
surprised her by giving her a 
patchwork quilt, hand-sewn and 
embroidered with their names. This 
quilt became the inspiration for the 
three ‘Changi Quilts’ – used by the 
women to send messages to their 
husbands, brothers and friends in 
the Men’s Camp.  
 

 

Above:   Girl Guide Quilt in the Imperial War 
Museum, London 
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The Guide Quilt is now in the IWM London.  The other 
three quilts can be found in the following places –   
One Changi Quilt is in Red Cross HQ, London, and the 
other two are at the National War Memorial, Canberra, 
Australia.  
 

Civilian life after return: 
At the end of the war, Jack and Elizabeth were reunited 
and returned to the UK. They settled in Durham where 
Elizabeth was again a very active Girl Guider, rising to 
County Commissioner. She initiated the building of a 
permanent Camp House at Whitworth near Spennymoor, 
a lasting legacy of her enthusiasm and wish to provide 
opportunities for young people. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above information and wording has been provided by Jackie Sutherland (Daughter) 
 
 
 

 

Above:   Changi Quilt photograph 
courtesy of Laurie Richards 


