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FARMER John Arthur 
 

 

Name: John Arthur Farmer 

Born: 13 August 1916 

Rank: Lance Sergeant 

Service Number: 929732 

Regiment: Lancashire Yeomanry,  
155 Field Regiment, RA 

 
Died: 8 May 1969 

 
 

Early life: 
Jack, as he was called, came from Anerley, South East London.  He left school when 
he was 14 and spent 7 years apprenticeship as a compositor in the printing trade.  He 
enlisted in the Army at Acton, West London on 28 October 1939. 
Wartime experience: 
Jack trained with the 4th Field Regiment in Bulford, Wiltshire and was posted to the 
155th on 14 March 1940.  The Regiment embarked on the troopship SS Strathmore, 
bound for India, arriving on 5 May 941.  On 23 August ‘B’ and ‘C’ Batteries were 
shipped to Port Swettenham on the west coast of Malaya on a dirty tramp steamer the 
SS Ekma.  The 155th were in the battle for Malaya, fighting against the invading 
Japanese from the start, he fought at:-  Jitra; Gurun; Kampar; Slim River; Serendah; 
the Pelandok Defile and Batu Pahat. 
Jack was captured and sent to Changi POW Camp.  On 25 October 1942, he left 
Singapore as part of Z Party, under the command of Lt-Co. E W F Jephson, 5th Field 
Regiment, HQ. RA 11th Division, on the hellship England Maru bound for Keelung in 
Formosa. 
While working in the copper mine at Kinkaseki, due to falling rock, he suffered a deep 
gash to his leg, which subsequently became infected.  The only doctor in the camp, 
Captain Seed had to resort to a pair of broken scissors to lance the wound.  It was the 
acid water dripping from the roof of the mine that caused the infection.  The injury 
damaged Jack’s health and he was not allowed to work in the mine again.  On 13 
November 1944, Jack was moved to Heito, where together with his fellow POWs, had 
to clear rocks and stones from a riverbed to plant sugar cane and, occasionally, had 
to work in the sugar factory. 
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He remained there until 7 February 1945, when it was closed following heavy bombing.  

He was then transferred to Taihoku 6.  
This was the main POW camp in the 
capital area and one of the principal 
camps in Formosa (Taiwan).  At first it 
was comprised mainly of men from 5th 
Field Regiment RA and the 9/11th India 
Division Signals.  However, over the three 
years men from other regiments were 
moved in from other camps.  The 
population of the camp averaged around 
500 men for most of the time.  It was the 
main transit camp for the movement of 
POWs to and from Kinkaseki.   
What the men didn’t know when they 

were transferred to Taihoku 6 was that a new camp was being built nearby, Oka.  This 
was being constructed as aa place of execution for the POW, fortunately the Japanese 
surrender prevented that from happening. 
Following the surrender, Jack was taken to Australia on the hospital ship HMS 
Maunganui, where he spent 6 weeks in hospital, before arriving back in the UK in 
January 1946. 
Although Jack wrote letters home as a POW, his parents did not receive any of them. 
 

Civillian life after return 
Jack returned to his job as a compositor and became a charge hand. 
He met his wife in 1949 when they were both working for the same company. 
They married on 17th March 1951 and had three children - two sons and a 
daughter. 
Sadly, Jack passed away on 8 May 1969 at the age of 52. 
 
 
 
 

The above information has been provided by Lin Mount (daughter) and  
additional information provided by Keith Andrews COFEPOW Head of Research 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  The Taihoku Camp 6 Memorial – erected by the 
Taiwan POW Society and the ROC Ministry of National 


