EVITTS Walter Harold
Name: Walter Harold Evitts
Born:

2 November 1918

Rank:

Lance Corporal

Service Number: 1892387
Regiment/Unit: 560th Field Co.
Royal Engineers, 18th Division
Died: no information

Pre-War:
Harold, as he was called, was born in Oldbury, West Midlands. He enlisted on 21
October 1939.

Wartime experience:
Harold would have left Liverpool on 30 October 1941, possibly on the Warwick Castle
as part of Convoy CT 5, bound for Halifax, arriving on November 8th. On 29 January
1942 he arrived in Singapore on the American troopship USS West Point, part of
Convoy BM-11. He was taken prisoner at the fall of Singpapore on 15 February 1942
and was sent to Changi Camp. On 3 November 1942 he left Changi as part of ‘O’
Party under the command of Lt-Col. F. I. N. McOstrich, R.C.O.S. 18th Division, bound
for Ban Pong, the transit camp at the start of the Thai-Burma Railway. He became
part of Work Group 4 on the Railway, the largest Work Group on the Railway, 11,200
men in 31 Work Battalions working for the Japanese 9th Railway Regiment.
He was at Tarsao camp and then moved on 7 January 1943 to Tonchan Central until
2 August 1943 and Hintock River camp until 20 August 1943 before returning to
Tonchan Central. He was at Rintin from 17 September until 19 December 1943 and
was moved to Tampi before his final move to Kaorin. He remained at Kaorin until the
liberation.
It is believed that all POWs were moved down the Railway as it was completed but, in
this instance, it does not appear to be the case. Harold may have been part of Groups
left on the Railway for maintenance.
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Harold was with his friend, Donald Yates, and often tells the story of how he saved
Donald’s life by carrying him during a long march back to camp, on the other hand,
Donald tells the story, the other way round!
Harold survived captivity and returned home.

The above information and wording has been provided by the family
with additional information provided by Keith Andrews (COFEPOW Head of Research)
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