MARGETSON Elijah Reginald
Name: Elijah Reginald Margetson
Born:

14 November 1916

Rank:

Corporal

Service Number: 5774209
Regiment/Unit: 5th Battalion, Royal
Norfolk Regiment
Died: 7 October 1943

Pre-War:
Elijah, known as Reg, was the fifth surviving child of Elijah and Mabel, born in
Hindolvestone, a small village in Norfolk. After his father was killed in action in 1917,
the family moved to Bintree, five miles away, to be near relatives. After leaving school
Reg was employed as a carpenter and played cricket for the local village team. He
married Dorothy Monument and went on to have three children – Dorothy, Daphne and
Colin.

Wartime experience:
Reg embarked on the Duchess of Atholl from Liverpool on 30 October 1941, leaving
behind his wife and children. The ship was part of Convoy CT5 bound for Halifax,
where they arrived on 8 November 1941. On 11 November 1941, he and his Battalion
boarded the American troopship USS Mount Vernon bound for Singapore. Whilst at
sea the Mount Vernon was diverted to Mombassa, where she arrived on Christmas
morning. She departed on 29 December with HMS Emerald and joined Convoy
WS12Z, which became Convoy DM1. After refuelling at Addu Atoll they eventually
reached Singapore on 13 January 1942.
Reg was captured at the fall of Singapore on 15 February 1942 and was held at Changi
POW Camp. At some time he was also held at Malai Camp 3 (which was River Valley
Road). This would have been a work camp, working either on the docks or in the Motor
Transport workshops.
On 25 April 1943 he boarded the Hellship Kyokko Maru, as part of G Force under the
command of Major R V Glasgow, 8th Division AIF, bound for Moji, Japan, which sailed
on 26th. The Force consisted of 300 British, 200 Australians and 1,000 Dutch. The
voyage lasted 25 days arriving in Moji on 21 May 1943.
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He was sent to Tokyo 9B Omi POW Camp, which was eventually renamed Tokyo 13B
as it shows on his Japanese POW card. The primary labour would have been a Quarry
or Cement factory; Open hearth furnaces – chipping out the carbon ingots.
Reg was taken sick on 14 September 1943 and sadly, he passed away on 7 October
1943 at the age of 27. Cause of death is listed as Cardiac Beriberi.
Reg is buried in the Yokhama War Cemetery Brit Sec
J.B14
Personal inscription on Reg’s memorial stone (left):
“Deep in my heart a memory is kept of the one I love
and can never forget”.

The above information and wording has been provided by Ruth and Colin Margetson
Additional information provided by Keith Andrews, Head of COFEPOW Research
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