HIPKIN Ernest William
Name: Ernest William Hipkin
Born:

8 November 1914

Rank:

Corporal

Service Number: 5774063
Regiment/Unit: 5th Battalion, Royal
Norfolk Regiment
Died: 21 November 1980
Pre-War:
Ernie, as he was known, was born to Horace and Annie Hipkin and grew up in
Foulsham, Norfolk, becoming a carpenter by trade. He was an avid sportsman
playing Cricket and Football for local teams.

Wartime experience:
Ernie joined up on 1 November 1938 and embarked on the Duchess of Atholl from
Liverpool on 30 October 1941. The ship was part of Convoy CT5 bound for Halifax,
where they arrived on 8 November 1941. On 11 November 1941, he and his Battalion
boarded the American troopship USS Mount Vernon bound for Singapore. Whilst at
sea the Mount Vernon was diverted to Mombassa, where she arrived on Christmas
morning. She departed on 29 December with HMS Emerald and joined Convoy
WS12Z, which became Convoy DM1. After refuelling at Addu Atoll, in the Maldives,
they eventually reached Singapore on 13 January 1942.
Ernie was captured at the fall of Singapore on 15 February 1942 and was held at
Changi POW Camp. On 19 March 1943, he left bound for Thailand as part of D Force
Train 5, which comprised of men from the 18th Division units and would have arrived
a Ban Pong, the transit camp of the Thai-Burma Railway. He was allocated to Work
Group 1 (Allied terminology), Camp 1 (Japanese terminology and was based at
Wampo (Wang Pho) one of three camps in the area of the famous wooden viaduct.
He was moved to Chungkai hospital camp with blood poisoning in his foot, going on
to suffer from Dysentery and Beriberi, resulting in a drastic loss of weight. He was
moved to Non Pladuk base hospital on 29 September 1943, where he received very
good treatment and gained weight.
Ernie’s records of this time tell of him playing football in organised matches with fellow
POWs, recalling the names of those who were professional players before the war.
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On 4 July 1944, he travelled for 6 days to River Valley Camp in Singapore, arriving on
10 July, then 6 months later to Changi goal with Malaria, Jaundice, ulcers and
Shingles.
He left Singapore on 9 September 1945 returning home on the MS Sobieski via Cape
Town, arriving in Liverpool on 23 October 1945.

Civilian life after return:
After the war, Ernie married Meta Woodhouse on 25 August 1951and went on to have
2 sons and a daughter.
He continued his love of sport for many years, being in local cricket, football, darts and
bowls teams. He was a prominent member of the village being chairman of the Parish
Council from 1950-1962; on the managers committee of Foulsham Primary School;
Church Warden and a Royal British Legion standard bearer.
He was also a member of Manchester Unity of Odd Fellows and reached the highest
office possible. He continued his trade as a carpenter but, due to physical ill health,
he retired early.
Sadly, Ernie died on 21 November 1980 at the age of 66.
The above information and wording has been provided by Judith Mason (daughter)
with additional information from Keith Andrews (COFEPOW Head of Research).

Left: A copy of the letter
sent by Ernie to his
family before leaving
Singapore for home.
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