ROELICH Harold Eric
Name: Harold Eric Roelich
Born:

8 July 1917

Rank:

Signalman

Service Number: 2324268
Regiment/Unit: Hong Kong Signal
Company
Died: 8 October 2001
Pre-War:
The family know very little of Harold’s life before the war, apart from the fact that
everyone called him Eric, he was a very keen cyclist and photographer and that he
enlisted in the army on 11 July 1935, when he was just 18.

Wartime experience:
Eric was captured at the fall of Hong Kong on 25 December 1941. He was held in
Shamshuipo POW Camp and was one of the 1,834 men that made up the second
draft of POWs to go to Japan. They left the camp on 25 September 1942 and boarded
the Lisbon Maru, which sailed on 27 September. The Lisbon Maru was torpedoed by
the USS Grouper on 1 October, sinking on 2 October. The survivors were taken to
Shanghai and boarded the Washington Maru. There was no trace of a ship of that
name in the records, but the Japanese had the habit of renaming ships and the
Washington Maru appears on the Hong Kong War Diary website. The Shinsei Maru
sailed from Shanghai on 5 October, arriving at Moji, Japan on 8 October, and is listed
as carrying Lisbon Maru survivors.
His Japanese POW Index Card showed that he was sent to Osaka 1B, Osaka No.1
Branch Camp, Gojo-dori, Minato-ku, Osaka City, and states he arrived at the camp on
10 October.
On 1 June 1945, the camp was burnt down in an air raid, and the POWs were moved
to Nishinomachi, Kitafukuzaki, Minato-ku, Osaka City. The POWs were used by the
Nippon Express Company, working at Osaka Harbour or railway stations in Osaka
City. They also worked at an ironworks in Osaka City.
Eric was liberated from that camp on 8 September 1945.
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Civilian life after return:
After the war Eric worked as a photographer at his uncle’s studio. He married
Hilda on 19 March 1947 and they had three daughters. He later worked at his
older brother’s timber and joinery business until he retired.
He attended many reunions of The Hong Kong Signal Company at Blandford
Camp in Dorset. Sadly, Eric died on 8 October 2001.

The above information has been provided by May Jenkinson (daughter)
with the help of Keith Andrews (COFEPOW Head of Research)
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