WILLS George
Name: George Wills
Born:

20 June 1920

Rank:

Gunner

Service Number: 1613513
Regiment/Unit: 315 Anti-Aircraft
Searchlight Battery, RA
Died: 27 April 2007

Pre-War life:
George left school at the age of 14, became a capstan operator, at the Norton Motor Cycle
Company, Aston, Birmingham, moving on to become a Tool Setter. George used to play
football for Aston Boys where he was spotted as a future talent but the war intervened
curtailing his career.

Wartime experience:
George was called up in July 1940 and completed his basic training at Gainsborough,
Lincolnshire and was then posted to anti-aircraft duties in Bristol Docks and Southend.
George sailed from Liverpool on 30 August 1941 on the SS Atranto to an unspecified
destination, arriving in India then embarking on the freighter Orion. George knew it had to
be something big and important by the size of the convoy, there were over 100 merchant
ships escorted by Royal Naval vessels including, HMS Repulse, HMS Glasgow and an
unknown aircraft carrier.
He arrived in Singapore in November 1941 and was first posted to the Woodland Camp in
Johore and then to Blackang Mati (now known as Sentosa). He was on the searchlight battery
supporting the three 3.92 inch guns. When Singapore fell on 15 February 1942, George was
by the Post Office (now the Fullerton Hotel) when he saw the Japanese marching across the
bridge – he promptly threw his rifle into the Singapore river. Following capture he and his
comrades were force marched to Changi prison – it took between 6 and 8 hours. George
was there for 3 months before being moved from Keppel Harbour to French Indo China (now
Vietnam), where they had to work on the docks in Saigon.
Whilst in Saigon, 300 of the fittest men were selected by the Japanese and taken by ferry to
Phnom Penn, where they were marched to a camp where they had to await transport to go
up-country. They were transported by train to Bangkok, which consisted of enclosed steel
freight wagons, where they had to sit with their knees bent as there was no room so stretch
their legs. They were then transported by another train to Nom Pladuk and then onto Taso,
finally arriving in Kroeng Krai in the Nithea area.
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George was posted to ‘F’ Force, this was a group of the fittest POWs who were moved to
wherever extra manpower was needed on the railway. The work was back-breaking and
some of the guards were particularly cruel, he is known to have worked on the ‘hammer and
tap’ at Kinsayok. George mentioned two particularly cruel soldiers – an engineer called
Larimoto and the guard nicknamed ‘Tunshin Kid’.
George recollects a propaganda film being made, where a group of Japanese girls were
shipped in to work beside the POWs. The film took 90 minutes to make, after which, normal
cruelty and brutality resumed.
Following completion of the railway, in August 1944, he was shipped by freight train to
Bangkok and then on to Malaya and finally onto the River Valley camp in Singapore. They
were kept there for one month, then on 3 September 1944 they boarded the Kachidoki Maru
(formerly the USS President Harrison). This ship was part of a convoy bound for Japan, that
was shadowed and attacked by allied submarines and on 12 September the Kachidoki Maru
was torpedoed by the USS Pampanito. George spent 44 hours in the water until being picked
up by a Japanese war ship and taken to Ami in China, where they were transferred to a whaler
and went to Moji, southern Japan. Following a night in a stable in Osaka, they were taken to
a camp near Shinagowa. He was then moved to the Mitsibushi factory in Sakarta, where he
saw the Hiroshima bomb go off, and he remained until the end of the war.
Following visits to America; Australia and Hawaii, George returned to Liverpool
During his captivity, George suffered from beri-beri, dysentery, malaria and malnutrition.

Civilian life after return:
George met and married Irene, they shared rooms with Irene’s mom until they managed to
buy their own home, they had two children Alan and Marilyn. George went to work at the
Royal Mail and reached the rank of Assistant Inspector, finishing his days at Sutton ‘Z’,
Foreign Parcels, Sutton Coldfield.
George enjoyed retirement and especially adored his grandchildren and later great
grandchildren. He was a gentleman and a gentle man.
All his life he suffered with peptic ulcers, nervous debility and other emotional problems which
was a direct result of his captivity.
Sadly, George died on 27 April 2007, aged 87.
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