JONES Arthur Robert
Name: Arthur Robert Jones
Born: 4 December 1917
Rank: Corporal
Service Number: 5773984
Regiment: 6th Battalion, Royal
Norfolk Regiment
Died: 2008
Pre-War:
Arthur was born in East Dereham, Norfolk. At the time of enlisting, Arthur was a single
man, lodging with his married Aunt in Oak Street, Norwich. His occupation, as stated
on his enlistment papers, was Lorry Driver’s Mate.

Wartime Experience:
Arthur, as part of the 18th Division, embarked aboard The Duchess of Atholl to Halifax,
Nova Scotia and then transferred aboard the US Mount Vernon, captained by Donald
B Beary of the United States Navy.
Arthur was captured in Singapore on 15 February 1942, following fighting in Malaya.
He was sent to Changi camp, in Singapore, where the Commanding Officer was
Brigadier Duke. On 25 April 1943, Arthur became part of the overseas ‘G’ Force
Letter Party, along with 1,500 others, who were shipped to Japan (see the David
Nelson book ‘The Story of Changi’). He was aboard the Hell ship Kyokko Maru under
an Australian Officer, Major R Glasgow, 8 Division AIF, who was in charge of ‘G’
Force. The arduous journey took about a month.
Docking in Moji, southern Japan, they then continued their journey by rail, arriving in
Omi camp in the Nigata region, in May 1943. Arthur remained there until liberation in
September 1945. The officer in charge of Omi camp was Lieutenant Stephen S
Abbott of the 2nd Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.
Arthur is believed to have travelled home on the Empress of Australia, arriving in
Liverpool on 27 October 1945.
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Civilian life after return:
After the war Arthur met and married Netta his wife of 61 years, their daughter Linda
was born in July 1947 who was their only child. Linda married Kevin and they had two
daughters who Arthur loved dearly.
Arthur was employed at Whitbread Malting's, King's Lynn, Norfolk as a maltster for
over twenty years. He received his Long Service award and remained there until it
closed in the nineteen seventies. Arthur then found another job in a refrigerator
factory until his retirement in 1982, aged 65.
Arthur was a kind, peace loving man who was content to have a quiet life, centred on
his family whom he cared and provided for very well. In his retirement years, he
enjoyed socialising, maintaining his garden and home for a number of years until his
health deteriorated and he could no longer keep his independence as his mobility
became limited and various other health issues caused difficulties. The last few years
of his life were of a poor quality as he had many anxieties often remembering the war
years.
Sadly, Arthur died in February 2008 aged ninety, followed by his wife Netta in May
2008. A double tragedy for Linda and Kevin.

The above information was provided by Linda-Lee & Kevin Nicholls.
Members of COFEPOW
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