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COUGHLIN Matthew 
 

 

Name:   Matthew Coughlin 

Born:    20 July 1917 

Rank:   Bombardier 

Service Number:    850117  

Regiment: 12th Battery,  6th HAA 
Regiment, Royal Artillery 
 

Died:     19 June 1977 
 

 
Wartime experience: 
Matt, as he was called, was born in Dundee, Scotland.  He joined the army on 6 
August 1935 and was sent to Aldershot for his basic training.   
Wartime experience: 
Matt went with the British Expeditionary Forces to France and was evacuated from 
Dunkirk.  Following the ‘Battle of Britain’, he fought in a defence capacity.  In 
November 1941, Matt was posted to Singapore, leaving behind his wife, Kate, and 
daughter, Bernadette.   
The 12th Battery were deployed to airfield P2, 40 miles south of Palembang, South 
Sumatra, and when it became impossible to defend the airfield the 12th Battery had 
to retreate but unfortunately had to abandon the guns and heavy transport.  Matt 
managed to escape and arrive in Java on 18 February, where he fought as infantry.  
He was captured at Garoet on 9 March 1942 and held in Tanjong Priok, which was a 
camp by the docks in Java.  On 22 September 1942 he embarked on the hell ship, 
Nagara Maru as part of Java Party 2, arriving in Singapore on 26 September and was 
taken to Changi prison camp under Lt Col Russell, who was part of Java Party 1.  
Matthew remained there for a few weeks until on 9 October 1942 he embarked on 
another Hell ship, the Hiteru Maru, and was transported to Kuching, Sarawak, arriving 
on 13 October, staying there until liberation.  Whilst in Kuching he watched the 
doctors, with great admiration as they worked tirelessly trying to save lives.  He also 
came to respect the Nuns, from a local convent, who smuggled medical supplies into 
the camp at great risks to themselves.  Matt survived and returned home following 
some time in Australia, recuperating.  Only occasionally, did he ever speak about 
some of the horrors he witnessed. 
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Civilian life after return: 
Matt remained in the army after the war, transferring to the Catering Corps, where he 
rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant before he retired.  Following his retirement, Matt 
became a postman.   
Sadly, he died on 19 June 1977, aged 59, just one month short of his 60th birthday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


