CARNEY John
Name: John Carney
Born: 6 March 1915
Rank: Sergeant
Service Number: 3524990
Regiment: 1st Battalion Manchester
Regiment
Died: 2 January 1972
Pre-War:
Jack, as he was known, enlisted on 17 August 1931 and became a career soldier.
His service record shows he was continuously abroad from 23 January 1934 to 6
October 1945 (eleven years) he was posted to the West Indies, Egypt and Palestine,
(where he got blown up by a landmine and suffered a broken leg). From postcards
dated in 1938 of two ships, it is thought he sailed from Egypt to Palestine on The
California and then on M.V. Dilwara to Singapore. At this time he was part of the 2nd
Malaya Infantry Brigade.

Wartime experience:
Following action in the defence of the Malay peninsula and Singapore. Whilst in Telok
Paku, Jack was badly injured during a dive-bombing attack and suffered shrapnel
wounds to his head and legs, this incident is mentioned in the book ‘Lesser Gods and
Greater Devils’ by Arthur Lane. He was captured on 16 February 1942, the day after
Singapore fell and was interned in Changi where his friends helped him recover by
tending to his wounds and smuggling extra rations for him. When he had recovered,
Jack was sent to work on the Thai/Burma railway, where he survived until the end of
the war, after coming close to losing his leg due to Gangrene. Jack survived captivity
and returned home.

Life after return:
Jack was mentioned twice in dispatches and Queen Elizabeth (the Queen Mother)
awarded Jack the British Empire Medal (BEM) for ‘great devotion to duty, outstanding
example of cheerfulness and fortitude to his men’.
Jack was stationed back in Malaya, in 1951, during the uprising of the communist
bandits. His wife and 2 year old son (Neil) followed him out and his other son was
born there. He was discharged from the army on 9 March 1955 as a WO11 and
joined the Territorial Army in 1958 until 1967.
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During his career he was an avid sportsman and won numerous medals and trophies
mainly for Boxing. He was the Bantam Weight champion in Bemuda, Egypt and
Malaya and after the war Divisional Feather Weight champion in BAOR
He remained an active member of the FEPOW Association together with his friends
John Brown and Chadwick Middleton.
Sadly, Jack passed away on 2 January 1972 at the age of 56 –just 2 months short of
his 57th birthday.

‘He was a very brave man and someone who I will always look up to.’ Neil Carney

The above wording has been provided by Neil Carney (son).
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