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BERRY Leslie George 
 

 

Name: Leslie George Berry 

Born: 30 January 1920 

Rank: Sapper 

Service Number: 7344173 

Regiment: Royal Engineers 
 
Died: 6 November 1985 

 

 
 

Wartime experience: 
Joe, as he was known, was only 16 when he joined the army in 1936 - having lied 
about his age. He was posted to Singapore landing on 12 February 1938 and 
remained there until he was captured at the fall of Singapore on 15 February 1942.  
Joe was sent to Changi prison camp and was later sent to the River Valley Camp in 
Singapore.  He remained there until 22 March 1943, when he went with ’D’ force to 
Kanyu under Lt. Col. McEachern. He moved to various camps:- Chungkai on 24 
November 1943; Tamuang on 28 April 1944; Taimonta on 18 October 1944 and back 
to Tamuang on 22 June 1945.  
Joe survived captivity and returned home on 28 October 1945. 
 

Life after return: 
After the war, Joe was told, in March 1949, that he would be medically discharged 
but, on learning that he did not qualify for a disability pension, he argued, 
successfully, that he was therefore medically fit to remain in the army.  A few months 
later, in December, he married Molly and became a devoted family man. He served 
in Chatham, Gibraltar and Warminster, finally, leaving the army in 1959. Joe remained 
attached to the army as a Clerk of Works, moved with his family to Aldershot in 1964, 
to Germany in 1965 and then back to Aldershot in l970.  
Joe retired in 1983 and sadly, passed away on 6 November 1985 at the age of 65, 
leaving his wife, Molly, two daughters and four grandchildren. 
 

 


