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SPRING 
CLEANING 
& STAGING
7 tips to stage 

your house  
(or just enjoy it a little longer)

With winter ending, it’s everyone’s 
favorite time of year—spring cleaning! 
Whether you are planning to sell your 
house or not, now is a perfect time to 
clean up your space and make a fresh 
start. We’ve covered downsizing and 
decluttering in recent issues of Village 
Cooperative Today, so let’s focus on 
the seven most overlooked cleaning 
and touch-up spots in your home— 
whether you are staging or staying.
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1Cleaning the inside of all your appliances is an 
important part of spring cleaning, but a lot of 
people forget about what’s accumulated under 
and behind them. Go the extra step and pull out 
large appliances such as the refrigerator, stove, 
washer and dryer. Chances are, there are all kinds 
of dust, hair, pet dander and food particles that 
need to be swept up to keep these areas clean.

Air vents collect dust and filter it out, but 
a lot of it can get stuck on the grates 
that you see. Yet, they are one of the 
last things we think to clean. This spring, 
make it a point to wipe them down and 
change out the filters so your home will 
not only look cleaner but the air you’re 
breathing will be cleaner, too.

Cleaning up your house is an important part of staging along with 
decluttering and decorating spaces for maximum eye appeal. 
You may even consider hiring a professional house stager. While 
this step may not seem critical, check out these eye-opening 
stats from the National Association of Realtors:

For every $100 invested in staging,  
the potential return is $400. 
“A staged home will sell for 17% more  
on average than a non-staged home,  
and 95% of staged homes sell in 11 days 
or less. That is statistically 87% faster  
than non-staged homes.”

How much should staging cost? 
This varies by location and scope,  
but typically runs between 0.03%  
to 1% of a home’s sale price.

When factoring the return on investment,  
staging may be worth a second look!

to stage or not to stage?

2 Air  
 Vents  
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Informational Seminar  
for Prospective Members 
Thursday, April 5th

 1:00 pm

VC Sales Office 
5557 NW Barry Rd 
KCMO 64154

RSVP to Trish 816-995-8500.

Member Gathering 
Wednesday, April 11th

 4:00 pm

The Peanut 
6409 N Cosby Ave 
KCMO 64151

Member Meeting 
Tuesday, April 17th 

 1:00 pm

Home 2 Suites (note new location) 
right in front of Holiday Inn Express 
9500 NW Polo Dr 
KCMO 64153

events & 
  happenings

Despite being in every room, the baseboards are some 
of the most forgotten features in a home. We sweep, 
“Swiffer” or vacuum the floors to keep them clean, but 
the baseboards often catch just as much dust, dirt, 
dander and grime. The fact that many baseboards are 
white makes the filth stand out even more. Cleaning 
your baseboards will make a huge difference on the 
cleanliness and appearance of 

your home. All you need to do is dust and wipe them down 
with soapy water. Then, go back through and polish off any 
marks left. Any damage can be fixed with some wood filler 
and then painted or stained to match. This one activity will 
make a dramatic difference to your house and displays a 
sense of pride throughout. Don’t list your home without 
checking off this important step!

 Baseboards 

3While window blinds can be a 
bit of a pain to clean, they make 
a huge difference on the overall 
appearance of your home.  
They cover a large area and dust  
accumulates on them, so it’s  
important to wipe them down. Wipe each slat  
individually—top and bottom. Let the light come in!

 Window  
 Blinds 

5
Ceiling fans are some of the 
biggest offenders for collecting 
layers of dust. When you turn 
them on, the loose dust gets 
redistributed back into the 
air which is very unhealthy. 
Carefully wipe them down—
over and under. Your lungs  
and sinuses will thank you!  
Plus, buyers and guests alike 
will often notice this attention 
to detail…or lack thereof.

6 Interior  
 Doors 

Interior doors are magnets for dust, dirt, and scuffs that happen over time. 
which tend to make your home feel worn down. To combat this,  
wipe down the doors, paying extra attention to any details such  

as molding or insets where dust will be  
particularly apt to gather. Then, touch up  
any scuffs or marks left behind with  
some fresh paint or stain to make  
them look brand new. Do the same  
process to the door frames and  
they will look like a million bucks  
regardless of your home’s value.

4 Knobs,  
 Handles  
 & Switches 

These things tend to blend in with the 
walls and doors so we forget all about 
the dust that accumulates on and 
around them. Germs can also spread 
quickly on these areas, so use anti-
bacterial cleaner on 
them to disinfect 
and polish them. 
If they are loose 
or cracked, fix or 
replace them and 
give your house a 
mini makeover.  

 Ceiling  
 Fans &  
 Glass  
 Globes 

TAX DAY 
Tuesday, April 17

EARTH DAY 
Sunday, April 22

ARBOR DAY 
Friday, April 27

Visit VillageCooperative.com 
for event updates
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Village Cooperative is a community of active adults, so 
stay active with us—online! We’ll keep you informed about 
upcoming events as well as share photos from past ones! 

Find us on 
Facebook

COMMUNITYCALENDAR

 featured 
 floor plan

APRIL “K” Home

 T his large plan offers an open and spacious layout with a kitchen/living room/dining room 

combo that opens to the deck. This home also includes a reserved space in the heated 

underground parking garage as well as your own private laundry room with side by side 

washer and dryer, plus storage! You just can’t find a better maintenance-free value in this 

Kansas City, MO location in the Northland — NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION!

2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom –  
1,453 sq. ft.

Trish Heinerikson 
SALES MANAGER

Village Cooperative  
of the Northland 
5557 NW Barry Road 
Kansas City, MO 64154

(816) 995-8500 
northland@reedevelopment.com

OF THE NORTHLAND
EASTER

HAPPY

4/1

   quote of the month
Make the best use of what 
is in your power, and take 
the rest as it happens.
~ Epictetus (Greek Stoic philosopher)

April 
 birthdays
Pauline N  . . . . . . . . . . . .  4/8
Bob M  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/15
Jeanette A  . . . . . . . . . . 4/27


