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• Lightning Books

• 01/01/19

• 9781785630903

• £12.99

• PB

• Fiction

The book of the year . . .

From the author of the acclaimed The Wish Child comes 
something unexpected and fearless: a found novel. The 
Beat of the Pendulum is the result of one year in which 
Chidgey drew upon the language she encountered on a 
daily basis, such as news stories, radio broadcasts, emails, 
social media, street signs, TV and many conversations.

‘For those who love books, Catherine Chidgey is a find’ 
Ali Smith

CATHERINE CHIDGEY is the author of  
four previous novels including The Wish 
Child, which won the New Zealand Book 
Awards fiction prize, the country’s biggest 
literary award.

The Beat of the 
Pendulum   
CATHERINE CHIDGEY

• Lightning Books

• 31/01/19

• 9781785630927

• £8.99

• PB

• Fiction

‘A chilling and politically astute dystopia – sci-fi in the 
tradition of Wyndham’   Jane Rogers

London, 2050. The socio-economic crisis of recent 
decades is over and consumerism is thriving. Ownership 
of land outside the city is the preserve of a tiny elite.
The rest of the population is divided into three groups, 
High-, Mid- and Low-Spenders, who must work, earn 
and spend enough to retain their Right to Reside.
Alice is a young woman dealing with the disappearance 
of her husband Philip, along with all the money from 
his bank account. Desperate and on the verge of losing 
her own Right to Reside, she begins to question the 
society in which she was raised.

TÜNDE FARRAND grew up in Debrecen, 
Hungary and gained an MA in Creative 
Writing from Sheffield Hallam University in 
2016. Wolf Country is her first novel. 

Wolf Country 
TÜNDE FARRAND

PUBLISH ER’S  FOREWORD 

We feel privileged to consider the submissions that authors submit to 
us. We are conscious of a responsibility not only to publish to the best 
of our ability, but also to respect the amount of time and effort people 
put into their work prior to sending it to us.

Over time, I have come to see that submissions capture a snapshot of 
society, showing the way the wind is blowing socially, environmentally, 
politically, economically and geographically. Over the past couple 
of years, with more and more uncertainty in the world at large, 
submissions have reflected this. We’ve seen more dystopias, envisaging 
a world getting worse, but also plenty of nostalgia harping back to days 

which have only recently passed.

So in 2019 we publish a terrifyingly plausible dystopian debut, Wolf Country, while Abi Silver’s 
third courtroom thriller looks at the perils of AI and driverless cars.

Meanwhile the paperback edition of the literary memoir Self & I returns us to the lost world 
of the Nineties, while novelist Caroline Kington offers a new countryside saga set in the early 
Noughties.

We continue to publish experimental fiction: as well as the paperback edition of the prize-
winning Their Brilliant Careers, we publish Ryan O’Neill’s follow-up, retelling a classic story 99 
different ways, plus Catherine Chidgey’s ‘found novel’, written using only the language around 
her. Simon Edge returns with a new take on historical biography, telling the life of Thomas 
Gainsborough as a comedy. And prize-winning author Ray Robinson moves to Lightning with 
his fifth novel, a haunting tale of vengeance.

We publish a 20th anniversary edition of the Eye Classic, Cry From the Highest Mountain, 
while Diane Esguerra returns with another personal quest, this time in Africa. There are also 
two works of investigative non-fiction, one set in Canada in the world of hacktivism, the other 
looking at espionage between India and Pakistan.

Finally, we are giving something back to writers with our editor-at-large Scott Pack’s Tips from 
a Publisher, which may just turn up the quality of next year’s submissions by yet another notch.

Dan Hiscocks
Publisher, Lightning Books/Eye Books



32

• Lightning Books

• 14/02/19

• 9781785630798

• £8.99

• PB

• Fiction

Ryan O’Neill’s ‘magnificent lie’ comes into paperback

‘Blackly hilarious and structurally audacious’ Spectator
‘Screamingly funny in places, heartrending in others’ 
The i
 ‘Absolutely fascinating, beguilingly strange’ Robin Ince

Absurd, original and highly addictive . . . an hilarious 
novel in the guise of sixteen biographies of (invented) 
Australian writers. 

RYAN O’NEILL was born in Glasgow in 1975 
and lived in Africa, Europe and Asia before 
settling in Australia. His novel Their Brilliant 
Careers, first published in Australia in 2016, 
won the Australian PM’s Prize for Fiction and 
was shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Literary 
Award. He lives in Sydney.

Their Brilliant Careers   
RYAN O’NEILL

• Eye Books

• 28/02/19

• 9781785630927

• £8.99

• PB

• Memoir

Paperback publication for widely-reviewed ‘classic 
memoir of literary apprenticeship’ Oldie

‘Erudite yet hilarious’ Observer
‘Full of wit, playfulness and intelligence’ Spectator 

Self & I charts Matthew De Abaitua’s experience living 
and working as Will Self ’s amanuensis in a remote cottage 
in Suffolk in the 1990s. Self is newly-divorced and the in-
demand enfant terrible of the British literary scene.  
De Abaitua is an eager young writer keen to learn from 
one of his literary heroes. It is a frank and often very funny 
account of a remarkable time in Britain and British literature.

MATTHEW DE ABAITUA was born in 
Liverpool in 1971. After graduating from the 
University of East Anglia Creative Writing MA, 
studying under Malcolm Bradbury, he joined the 
Idler as Deputy Editor and was Literary Editor 
of Esquire. He is the author of three science 
fiction novels and currently teaches Creative 
Writing at the University of Essex. 

Self & I
MATTHEW DE ABAITUA
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Also from Caroline Kington, The Summerstoke Trilogy  
published for the first time as ebooks

‘A light and humorous look at village life’
The Herald

All at £4.99 · Published 01/12/18

9781785630958 9781785630972 9781785630996

CAROLINE KINGTON spent most of her working life in theatre and television, as 
a director, producer and founder of the fringe theatre company Antidote Theatre. 
She was the first, and perhaps still the only, woman to play Othello in a production 
in the US Midwest. She is the author of the Summerstoke trilogy of rural comedies. 
She insists that no character in the series is based on anybody from the small 
village near Bath where she has lived for many years. Nobody believes her.

• Lightning Books

• 09/05/19

• 9781785631184

‘Rural noir’ from the acclaimed author of the 
Summerstoke trilogy

A young farmer is found dead. Was it suicide? Was it an 
accident? Or was it murder?
Past events, unknown, unnoticed, cast long shadows, and as 
his widow struggles to find answers, she suspects her life, 
too, is threatened. Caroline Kington’s absorbing new thriller 
is set at the turn of the century amid the BSE crisis.

A Long Shadow   
CAROLINE KINGTON

• £8.99

• PB

• Fiction
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• Eye Books

• 11/04/19

• 9781785631153

• £9.99

• SP

• Memoir

Twentieth anniversary edition

Foreword by the Dalai Lama, introduction by 
Joanna Lumley

‘A remarkable tale challenging us to go beyond our  
day-to-day thoughts’ Uri Geller
‘High adventure for climbers and non-climbers 
alike’ Doug Scott CBE

New Eye Classic edition of this quintessential tale of 
‘ordinary people doing extraordinary things’.

Best-selling author, peace activist, climbing 
instructor, healer, motivational speaker and 
grandmother of four, TESS BURROWS 
has raised over £130,000 through ‘peace 
climbs’ for building schools in Tibet and other 
humanitarian and environmental projects.

Cry from the  
Highest Mountain   
TESS BURROWS

• Eye Books

• 23/05/19

• 9781785630897

• £19.99

• SP

• Religious

104 Christian transformation cards with commentaries

‘Orisons’ is the old English medieval word for prayer, from 
‘orare’ to speak and ‘oracle’, the means by which God speaks.
Orisons presents 104 picture cards and commentaries that 
prompt people to draw connections between events and 
situations in their lives and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
It uses characters, events and values drawn from the bible 
and the Christian faith as a means to develop the wisdom 
and reflectiveness of users of the cards.
The simple act of drawing a card, reading its commentary 
and pausing to reflect can stimulate and inspire fresh 
thinking on all the thorny issues confronting us in our daily 
lives.

MARTIN HENWOOD studied theology at 
Glasgow University and has been the vicar 
of Holy Trinity Church, Dartford in Kent for 
more than 25 years.

Orisons
MARTIN HENWOOD

• Eye Books

• 13/06/19

• 9781785631214

• £14.99

• HB

• Biography

Pakistan tried him for espionage

India denied all knowledge

Only he knows the truth

Kulbhushan Jadhav is an Indian national who has 
confessed to spying on Pakistan and is currently on 
death row in a Pakistani jail. Can his testimony be 
believed? Told through exclusive access to Jadhav 
himself and including startling allegations about the 
Mumbai bombing.

WASEEM MAHMOOD is an award-winning 
journalist who began his career at the BBC 
and was awarded the OBE in 2005 for 
services to the reconstruction of media in 
war-torn countries.

Indian Spy   
WASEEM MAHMOOD

• Lightning Books

• 11/07/19

• 9781785631276

• £8.99

• PB

• Fiction

A Burton & Lamb thriller

The third courtroom thriller from a solicitor-turned-
crime writer whose debut, The Pinocchio Brief, was a 
Sunday Times Crime Club pick. Abi’s novels feature a 
female legal duo who solve cases in the courtroom, all 
of which have an AI angle. In her new book, a death is 
caused by a driverless car.

Yorkshire-bred, ABI SILVER is a lawyer by 
profession. She lives in Hertfordshire with 
her husband and three sons. The Cinderella 
Project is her third courtroom thriller 
featuring the legal duo Judith Burton and 
Constance Lamb.

The Cinderella Plan   
ABI SILVER
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• Lightning Books

• 25/07/19

• 9781785631306

• £8.99

• PB

• Fiction

The new literary comedy from the author of The Hopkins 
Conundrum and The Hurtle of Hell

A comedy about the rivalry between Thomas Gainsborough 
and Joshua Reynolds for the affections of the Royal Family, 
told from Gainsborough’s side, and wrapped in a modern 
story about a long-lost, severely defaced Gainsborough 
portrait turning up on a low-rent version of Antiques 
Roadshow.

SIMON EDGE was born in Chester and read 
philosophy at Cambridge University. He was 
editor of the pioneering London paper Capital 
Gay before becoming a gossip columnist 
on the Evening Standard and then a feature 
writer on the Daily Express, where he was also 
a theatre critic for many years. He lives in 
Suffolk. 

A Right Royal Face-Off
SIMON EDGE

• Eye Books

• 17/08/19

• 9781785631474

• £9.99

• PB

• Travel

High priestesses are few and far between, white 
ones in Africa even more so 

When Diane Esguerra hears of a mysterious Austrian 
woman worshipping the Ifa river goddess Oshun in 
Nigeria, her curiosity is aroused. It is the start of an 
extraordinary friendship that sustains Diane through 
the death of her son and leads to a quest to take part 
in Oshun rituals. Prevented by Boko Haram from 
returning to Nigera, she finds herself at Ifa shrines in 
Florida amid vultures, snakes, goats’ heads, machetes, 
torrential rain and a cigar-smoking god. Her quest 
steps up a gear when Beyoncé channels Oshun at the 
Grammys and the goddess goes global.

DIANE ESGUERRA is an English writer and 
psychotherapist. She is the recipient of a 
Geneva-Europe Television Award and a Time 
Out Theatre Award.

The Oshun Diaries   
DIANE ESGUERRA

• Lightning Books

• 12/09/19

• 9781785631382

• £8.99

• PB

• Fiction

The lyrical new novel from the award-winning author 
of Electricity and Forgetting Zoë

Former farmhand Jake, now a widower in his seventies,  
goes on the run in the Yorkshire Dales after committing a 
crime. As he travels the countryside trying to avoid capture, 
we learn of the events of his past: the wife he loved and lost, 
their child that he knows cannot be his, and the deep-seated 
need for revenge that manifests itself in a moment  
of violence.
The Mating Habits of Stags reveals afresh the lyrical prose and 
mastery of character that distinguish Robinson’s fiction.

RAY ROBINSON’S debut, Electricity, was 
shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial 
Prize and the Authors’ Club Best First Novel 
Award. His third novel, Forgetting Zoe, was 
a winner of the inaugural Jerwood Fiction 
Uncovered Prize. 

The Mating Habits  
of Stags
RAY ROBINSON

Novelist Simon Edge talks about mixing the 
contemporary and historical in his new comedy

Why Thomas Gainsborough?

Living very close to Gainsborough’s 
birthplace, I know his work well. He was a 
larger-than-life character about whom most 
people know very little. Ripe for a novel,  
I thought.

Why a comedy?

A long-running episode in Gainsborough’s 
life was his rivalry with Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. The pair of them fought for the 
affections of the Royal Family, even though 
Gainsborough claimed to hate painting 
the great and good. To me, this was natural 
comic material. It seemed all the more fitting 
because the Georgian period was the era of 
Henry Fielding, Laurence Sterne and Jane 
Austen – a heyday of comic fiction.

Do you play fast and 
loose with history for 
the sake of comedy?

I’ve tried to be completely true to the characters 
and what we know of their lives, just as most 
biographical fiction does. I didn’t need to make 
anything up to find humour in Gainsborough’s 
chaotic household.

Why a modern strand?

I mixed ancient and modern in my first 
novel, The Hopkins Conundrum, which wrapped 
the life of the Victorian poet Gerard Manley 
Hopkins in a mischievous modern yarn. I liked 
that format, and readers said they did too, so 
I’ve done something similar here. It’s a way of 
comparing an artist’s life and their legacy – but 
mainly, I hope, it’s entertaining.
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• Lightning Books

• 22/08/19

• 9781785630910

• £9.99

• PB

• Fiction

An Australian classic re-imagined 99 different ways

From columns of emojis to a Year 8 essay to a Hollywood 
movie adaptation, Henry Lawson meets Raymond 
Queneau in this experimental and very funny second novel 
from the winner of Australia’s wealthiest fiction prize.
‘In his supercalifragilisticexpialidocious new book Ryan 
O’Neill does something stunningly original using Henry 
Lawson’s The Drover’s Wife – turning it into a bravura 
literary game. I have never read a work like this before . . . 
A cerebrally imaginative tour de force.’ 
Frank Moorhouse

The Drover’s Wives   
RYAN O’NEILL

The Weight of a Human Heart   
RYAN O’NEILL

• Eye Books

• 26/09/19

• 9781785631412

• £9.99

• PB

• Memoir

A literary novelist’s first-hand account of 
accidentally penetrating the radical hacking 
collective, Anonymous

A father out walking with his toddlers on a city 
street inadvertently ends up witnessing the inside of 
the radical hacking collective known as Anonymous. 
For one year, he experiences at close hand world 
politics, revolution, intrigue, mystery, danger, the 
constant fear of a friend’s suicide, the possible 
discovery of a frozen corpse, death-threats, major 
film negotiations, paranoia, the search for political 
asylum and exhausted wonder.

IAN THORNTON is the author of the novel 
The Great and Calamitous Tale of Johan Thoms 
which was translated across Europe and 
taught at the Sorbonne, as well as receiving 
the Kirkus Star. Prior to becoming a novelist 
he worked for Broadcast magazine in London, 
and also for Variety. He is a co-founder of 
the global television industry publisher, C21 
Media.

My Year of Living 
Anonymously   
IAN THORNTON

• Eye Books

• 10/10/19

• 9781785631443

• £9.99

• PB

• Writing

An essential guide to writing, editing, re-writes, 
submissions and more

Based on Scott Pack’s sell-out Guardian Masterclasses, this 
unique guide provides aspiring authors with the tools they 
need to avoid the classic mistakes made by so many, and to 
ensure they give their work the best chance possible of being 
read, considered and published.

SCOTT PACK is Editor at Large at Eye/
Lightning Books. He was formerly head 
buyer at Waterstones and a senior 
editor at Harper Collins. He also has 
an editorial role at Unbound and runs 
successful Guardian masterclasses for 
writers.

Tips from a Publisher  
SCOTT PACK

• Lightning Books

• 01/12/18

• 9781785630941

• £4.99

• Ebook

• Fiction

Lightning Books is publishing Ryan 
O’Neill’s remarkable first short story 
collection as an ebook for the first time

A series of graphs illustrate the 
disintegration of a marriage, step by 
excruciating step. A literary brawl – and 
an affair – play out in the book review 
section of a national newspaper. A young 
girl learns her mother’s disturbing secrets 
through the broken key on a typewriter.
Sometimes comic, sometimes tragic, this 
collection by the award-winning author 
of Their Brilliant Careers turns the rules of 
storytelling on their head.

RYAN O’NEILL was born 
in Glasgow in 1975 and 
lived in Africa, Europe 
and Asia before settling in 
Australia. His novel Their 
Brilliant Careers, first 
published in Australia in 
2016, won the Australian 
PM’s Prize for Fiction and 
was shortlisted for the 
Miles Franklin Literary 
Award. He lives in Sydney.
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LIGHTNING BOOKS SELECTED BACKLIST (FICTION)

‘The vanguard of Brexit 
fiction’ Guardian

A darkly comic political 
thriller, Time of Lies is also 
a terrifyingly believable 
portrait of an alternative 
Britain.

‘A must-read for anyone  
who enjoyed Franzen’s  
Freedom or Eggers’  
The Circle’ The Bookseller

A dark, lyrical fantasy about 
healing and reconnecting 
with the full richness of 
the self.

9781785630347 | PB | £8.99 9781785630057 | PB | £8.99 9781785630361 | PB | £8.99

An atheist comedy featuring 
God and a confused young 
man from Hackney. 

‘Genuinely funny and deeply 
poignant’ Daily Express

‘A merry page-turner’  
Spectator

A story of murder and 
family rivalry set amid  
the ‘format wars’ of early 
recorded sound.

9781785630712 | PB | £8.99 9781785630330 | PB | £8.99 9781785630804 | PB | £8.99

EMILY MAGUIRE is the author of five novels, including the international bestseller 
Taming the Beast, and two works of non-fiction. She enjoys a high profile in Australia 
as a social commentator, with her articles and essays on sex, religion and culture 
appearing in a wide variety of publications. She lives in Sydney with her husband.

Emily Maguire’s backlist is now available as ebooks in the UK

EPUB · All at £4.99

9781785631030 9781785631054 9781785631078

shortlisted for the 2017 miles franklin  
literary award, shortlisted for the 2017 stella prize

A humane and beautifully observed tale of everyday violence, 
the media’s obsession with pretty dead girls and the myth of 
closure.
When 25-year-old Bella Michaels is brutally murdered in 
the small town of Strathdee, the community is stunned and  
a media storm descends.

An Isolated Incident  
EMILY MAGUIRE

9781785630835 | PB | £8.99

LIGHTNING BOOKS SELECTED BACKLIST (FICTION)
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The definitive history of 
the iconic label, published 
as part of its official 50th 
anniversary celebrations

‘A rich and topical narrative 
for the changes in the world 
around us’  Neil Stott,  
Cambridge Business School

An eyewitness account of the 
2015 Nepal earthquake and a 
personal story of overcoming 
extraordinary odds.

‘A remarkable chronicle of 
resilience and resourcefulness’ 
Daily Mail

9781785630781 | HB | £30.00 9781785630552 | PB | £8.99 9781785635014 | PB | £9.99

New spies. New rules.

‘Very possibly the definitive 
espionage thriller of the 
early 21st century’ 
Alan Moore

The acclaimed graphic 
biography of Katherine 
Mansfield.

‘A fabulous piece of work’  
The Reader

Three generations, two 
continents, one forgotten 
secret.

‘Like a Venetian Captain 
Corelli’s Mandolin. You won’t 
want to put it down’  
Simon Edge

9781785630613 | PB | £8.99 9781785630705 | PB | £19.99 9781785630583 | PB | £8.99

The remarkable true story 
of one of the world’s most 
acclaimed and exciting 
young adventurers.

‘Epic adventures by an 
inspiring man’ Bear Grylls

Tales of drug-smuggling, 
bed-hopping and buccaneering 
business deals told through the 
prism of Eastern religious 
philosophy.

A grieving mother takes a 
healing trip to Peru in the 
wake of her son’s death from 
a drug overdose.

‘Inspiring and uplifting’ 
Sandie Shaw

978178560460 | PB | £9.99 9781785630323 | HB | £16.99 9781903070994 | PB | £9.99

‘A first-rate courtroom  
thriller’ Daily Mail

‘The unexpected twist  
is a jaw-dropper’  
Saga Magazine

When everyone is convinced 
you are guilty . . . who can you 
turn to for justice?

9781785630446 | PB | £8.99 9781785630750 | PB | £8.99

EYE BOOKS SELECTED BACKLIST (NON-FICTION)LIGHTNING BOOKS SELECTED BACKLIST (FICTION)

The Story of  
Trojan Records
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ALASTAIR HUMPHREYS is an adventurer, blogger, author and motivational 
speaker. As well as conducting expeditions such as cycling round the world, walking across 
India and rowing the Atlantic, Alastair was named as a National Geographic Adventurer of 
the Year for his pioneering work on the concept of microadventures. A microadventure is 
an adventure that is close to home, cheap, simple, short and yet very effective – encouraging 
young people to get outside, leave their comfort zone and go somewhere they’ve never been.

9781903070857 | HB | £7.99 9781903070888 | PB | £7.99 9781903070628 | PB | £9.99

A grandmother’s experiences 
climbing Africa’s highest 
mountain.

‘The spirit of adventure 
doesn’t get much tougher 
than this’  Ben Fogle

Nine principles of Tibetan 
Buddhism brought to life by a 
compelling tale of overcoming 
physical adversity.

Uplifting account of 
competing in the South Pole 
Race.

‘The astonishing courage and 
humour of Tess Burrows make 
this terrifying journey a joy to 
follow’ Joanna Lumley

9781903070895 | PB | £9.99 9781785630170 | PB | £9.99 9781903070789 | PB | £9.99

9781903070758 | PB | £5.99 9781903070871 | PB | £5.99 9781785630088 | PB | £5.99

Describes the joys and 
challenges of his new life as 
an ‘Accidental African’.

‘An extreme Driving Over 
Lemons’  Chris Stewart

9781903070918 | PB | £7.99 9781785630262 | PB | £8.99

Alastair’s six books for Eye include the highly acclaimed Boy Who Biked the World trilogy, a 
series of novels for 9–12 year olds based on the author’s real-life adventures.

‘Humphreys is slightly bonkers and this is a wonderful thing’ Geographical Magazine

EYE BOOKS SELECTED BACKLIST (NON-FICTION)EYE BOOKS SELECTED BACKLIST (NON-FICTION)

ALASTAIR HUMPHREYSTESS BURROWS

SIMON FENTON



TWENTY YEARS OF 
CLASSIC TRAVEL  
PUBLISHING FROM  
EYE BOOKS

‘A consistently 
excellent small 
publisher’
The Bookseller

9781903070826 |  £7.99

9781903070666 |  £7.99

9781903070680 |  £7.99

9781785630217 |  £9.99

9781903070673 |  £7.99

9781903070765 |  £7.99

9781903070734 |  £7.999781903070833 |  £7.99

9781903070529 |  £7.99

9781785630248 |  £9.99

9781903070659 |  £7.99

9781903070741 |  £7.99

9781903070772 |  £7.99
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