
1




Honorary Chairman - Mr Ron Mockford           Acting Chairman - Mr Keith Andrews 
Treasurer - Mrs Margaret Walton     Secretary - Mrs Barbara James    
Committee Members - Mr James Whiskens, Ms Angela Lane, Mrs Annette Hughes 

BAFEPOW NEWS SHEET FOR JUNE/JULY 2022 
This news sheet is dedicated to our much loved and respected Vice Chairman, Ken Coy, who sadly 
passed away on 02/05/2022. This was so unexpected and we were all shocked when the news reached us 
and our heartfelt sympathy and condolences were with Ann, Richard and all of his family and the 
many friends that Ken had - he leaves a big gap that demonstrates how very special was this man! 
In honour of Ken and respect for the family, this short news sheet is dedicated to Ken, without whom 
BAFEPOW may well have been closed in 2016 - he was dedicated to remembering and 
commemorating the FEPOW and his determination to do this will be continued by the group for the 
future- We Will Remember Them! 
Below is a picture of Ken as he made an opening speech at the BAFEPOW lunch to commemorate 
VJ76 - the pandemic had delayed our VJ75 lunch but it was still very special! 
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KEN’S DEDICATION TO THE FEPOW ( by Barbara) 
I first met Ken when I attended a meeting at the FEPOW Hut at the NMA many years ago now. He 
was there with Ann and we were there to offer our help as volunteers in running a support service for 
COFEPOW members who wanted to research FEPOW history. I was also pleased to meet fellow 
BAFEPOW member, Angela Lane, who had also volunteered to help. We all got on really well and we 
soon came to realise that we had links to the Birmingham group that was still going well at that time. 
Ken was the treasurer of the association at that time. My mother, Iris Taylor, was also a member of 
BAFEPOW and regularly attended  the monthly meetings where she had got to know Ann and Ken 
well. I also attended but only rarely and usually it was for the Christmas lunch where Ken was the host 
and made sure that we were all given a warm welcome (and a drink) and made sure that we had a very 
good time. 

As time went on, I felt that I wanted to be able to attend the monthly meetings with my Mom and so in 
May 2016 I went along to the first of my regular meetings and was shocked to discover that an Extra 
General Meeting had been called for by the committee as, due to declining numbers, it was felt that the 
group should be wound up. I mention this only as a demonstration of Ken’s commitment that our 
FEPOW should continue and he felt that BAFEPOW was still doing just that. Ken put forward a very 
strong case for the group to continue and, as a ‘new’ member I totally supported the motion to keep 
the group going. The members present voted overwhelmingly in favour of the group continuing 
although, sadly, it meant that some members decided to stand down but, thanks to Ken and, with the 
great support of Ann too, BAFEPOW has gone from strength to strength and we have even now got 
two meetings a month taking place despite the problems caused by the Covid pandemic!  
Ken eventually relinquished his role as treasurer and took on the role of Vice-chairperson. So, along 
with his fellow committee members, BAFEPOW has continued its pledge to ensure that our FEPOW 
will be commemorated and remembered. Ken, we have all enjoyed your company at our monthly 
meetings and also our various lunches where you always there to welcome us, to speak about our 
FEPOW and to propose a toast to them, to ask for a two minute silence for reflection and to make sure 
that the FEPOW spirit was with us as we enjoyed our celebration. We also visited the beautiful church 
of St Martin in the Bullring for a number of short remembrance services as a group to mark the end of 
WWII and also the Fall of Singapore. As part of our service you spoke to us about those sad events 
that we were remembering and we laid our wreaths to them at the FEPOW memorial plaque that is 
proudly situated there in the southern transept of the church. You and Ann were also with us when, at 
the same church, on Sunday, September 2nd, 2019 there was a special peel of bells rung in the tower in 
remembrance of the official end of WWII and the signing of the surrender by the Japanese aboard the 
USS Missouri in Tokyo Baywhich had not taken place in 1945, unlike the one for VE Day that year. 
For several years, Ken and Ann hosted the BAFEPOW AGM in a marquee in their gorgeous garden 
which I always said rivalled Buckingham Palace gardens for their magnificence and we all enjoyed 
those meetings. I cannot mention those AGMs without mentioning Gill and Barry (Barry the 
Barbecue) for ably assisting Ken and Ann to provide us all with a feast at lunch time - bless you and 
thank you!  

Those of us who joined Ken and Ann at our second Tuesday of the month meetings at the Birmingham 
Holiday Inn will know him well and will want to join me in sending Ann and family our love and to let   
you know how much we will miss Ken - a true gentleman and a very special and unique character.  

Many of us from the group were present at Ken’s funeral on Friday, June 10th in Shirley, 
Birmingham. The crematorium was full to capacity with his family and many friends which was 
testament to Ken in that so many wished to pay their respect to him. Bernie and Michelle from the 
Holiday Inn who had got to know Ken from our meetings took time off from work to join us there too, 
and that was so lovely of them! The service was such a very special celebration of Ken’s life and his 
achievements and it had been a long and happy one - his sudden loss will leave a big gap behind him.  
After the service we made our way to the Shirley Royal British Legion Club where there was a truly 
heart warming celebration of the man that was Ken and his life in the community as well as his 
devotion to Ann, his family and his friends. Behind the club on parkland is a memorial that is 
dedicated to the Fallen and in remembrance of those who have fought for their country and Ken’s son, 
Richard, had been able to raise the BAFEPOW flag on the flag pole there that Ken had quite recently 
had made intending it to fly there on Remembrance Days in the future - how amazing it was to see it 
fluttering there on this special day too! After the joining with Ken’s family and friends in the club for a 
very enjoyable lunch, members of BAFEPOW made their way round to the RBL memorial to lay a 
BAFEPOW wreath for Ken at the monument. We were joined by a large number of Ken’s friends 
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from the club and members of his family and, symbolically, the wreath was carried to the memorial by 
Ken’s youngest grandson, Freddie and in a tearjerking few moments this amazing little five year old 
then made his way up to the monument and placed the wreath on to it for his much loved grandad, he 
then turned and gave a thumbs up sign. Perfect! This was a very special day where Ken’s life, which 
had ended too soon and unexpectedly, was celebrated so well! 

 

As this tribute to Ken is from my view of him in BAFEPOW, I will only mention a very small part of 
his life that is linked to the FEPOW. His father, Edwin - FEPOW, had been involved with the FEPOW 
Associations and Ken had met them all years ago when they held meetings at his Dad’s house. Ken had 
himself been in the Army and had received advice from his Dad and fellow FEPOW when he gave 
news of his posting to Malaya so I think that the most appropriate thing that I can put here is the 
dedication that Ken himself wrote for the final edition of the BAFEPOW News Letter that was sent out 
to mark VJ75 in 2020 and to put a link to Ken’s service story that can be found on Youtube and also a 
photo of Ken being presented with a medal in recognition go his service in Malaya:- 

Link to Ken on Youtube:- 

My Time in the 13th/18th Royal Hussars QMO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQwQxhnqjmo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQwQxhnqjmo
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KEN’S LINK TO THE FEPOW VIA  HIS FATHER AND HIS DETERMINATION TO ENSURE 
THAT WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

Ken quoted, “I first came in contact with them during committee meetings being held at my parents 
home. A few years later during one meeting in 1959 they were informed I was being posted to Malaya-
they all joined in giving me advice on how to look after myself on active service!” 
The following illustrates the history that Ken learnt about from his Dad and why Ken was determined to 
see that they are all remembered:- 

Trooper Edwin William Coy 
Enlisted Royal Tank Corps 8 October 1930 to 4 July 1936. 
Recalled to the colours August1940 joining 3rd Hussars discharge July 1946. 
Born 29 February 1912 Weston Northamptonshire 
Died 27 May 2005 Birmingham 

Edward known as 'Ted' was born in the small village of Weston Northamptonshire very nearly all the 
residents worked on the three farms that operated out of the village, some like his father, also named 
Edward, worked as a gardener for the local landowner on their estate which was owned by the family 
of Dame Edith Sitwell. Also born in the village was Cecil Henry Middleton who created the first 
Gardening program on the BBC radio and came up with catch phrase during the World War One 'Dig 
for Britain' on many of his programs he would quote Edward the Gardener 'said' 
Ted, with the lack of work in the village, enlisted into the army on 8 October1930 joining the Royal 
Tank Corps serving for six years. Discharge into the reserves and moving to Birmingham with my 
Mother who came from a small village outside Andover. Recalled to the colours at the outbreak of war 
joining the 3rd Hussars based at Tidworth August 1940. The regiment was shipped out to North Africa 
sailing from Liverpool not knowing it will be five year before returning to England. 
After the retreat from Beda Fomm loosing most of their tanks they were used as infantry around 
Tobruk. On 7 April a ship docked with enough tanks to re-equip part of the regiment. With B 
squadron being selected A and C squadron withdraw by sea to Alexandria. After a few weeks the 
entire regiment was withdrawn to Cyprus. On Christmas day the news of the fall of Hong Kong 
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reached Cyprus. The regiment received orders to provide a squadron for the Far East and B squadron 
was selected and boarded the Norwegian vessel HMT Hermion for Singapore. 
Squadron Leader Major William-Powlett had the choice of the best men of the regiment selecting eight 
officers and 138 other ranks accompanied by one officer and twenty-three RAOC maintenance crew, 
two RA and one Royal Signals. Departing from Cyprus on 7 January 1942, being rerouted to Sumatra 
two days after reaching Sumatra Singapore surrendered. 18 February B squadron came under Dutch 
command, 8th March the Royal Dutch East Indies Army capitulated. 10th March Major William-
Powlett was advised that with the capitulation of the Dutch there was to be no further resistance. B" 
Squadron being captured in the Bandoeng area. Total squadron strength 173 officer and men 1 
Trooper killed before the surrender, 54 members of the squadron died in captivity. 
Captured in Java on 8 March 1942. He was one of a thousand POWs who were transported to Batavia 
to the Jaarmarkt camp in Soerabaja. Then moving onto Ambon on the Nishi Maru. Returning to Java 
in August 1944. by the Taiwan Maru arriving in Soerabaja 5 September remaining until 8 January 
1945. Joining Java Party No 25, and transported to Singapore on the OSK Ferry arriving at River 
Valley Road Camp on 11th January. later moved to Change Camp till he was liberated in September 
1945. 

Out of interest I have included the following that Ken wrote about his father giving evidence in the War 
Crimes Trial:- 

Ted gave evidence taken in London bringing to justice officers and guards of war crime with his 
statement taken on the 30th September 1945 for the Japanese Singapore war crime court. The report 
of two pages M.19/JAP No 14122 also with a description report of the execution of fellow Trooper and 
friend Henry John William Champion 6202223 known as Champ . Report MI9/19 was taken by the 
Judge Advocate General 1st March 1946. Singapore. The Japanese officers and guards who were 
brought to justice were executed during 1946/47. The number of trials held in Singapore 131 with 330 
held in Asia in many different countries. After WWII, apart from participating in the Nuremberg and 
Tokyo Trials, the British conducted national war crimes trials pursuant to a 1945 Royal Warrant 
adopted by the British executive under royal prerogative powers (1945 Royal Warrant). 

Singapore War Crimes Court 
The British military was given the responsibility of implementing these trials in different locations 
across Asia. In the mid-1946 , the British military had established 12 War Crimes courts in Singapore, 
Kuala Lumpur, Rangoon, Hong Kong, and Borneo. Eight of the 12 courts established were located in 
Singapore. There were also ‘travelling courts’ that made their way to particular locations to hear a 
case. 

Major Lieutenant Colonel Anami, Captain Ueda, Medical Officer Captain Shimada, Captain 
Kurashima, Sergeant Major Yamamoto, Sergeant Major Mori and Sergeant Major Kawi, were found 
guilty on a number of counts. Captain Ueda and Sergeant Major Yamamoto were also charged with 
involvement in the execution of Trooper Henry Champion, 3rd Hussars. Japanese guard Kobayshi was 
indicted for war crimes at Pakan Baroe and camps in Sumatra. Anami; Ueda; Shimada; Kurashima; 
Mori; Kawai and Kobayashi were sentenced to death by hanging. Yamamoto was sentenced to ten 
years imprisonment. 

A MESSAGE TO ANN AND FAMILY 
Without Ken and his determination to keep BAFEPOW going, our group would have most likely been 
closed. Our group is a very special one in that not only do we commemorate and remember and 
research our FEPOW and their history but we are real friends with one another because of our 
FEPOW Link. The Covid Pandemic brought lockdown but we have kept going and we are meeting up 
once more, sadly Ken will be missing now but we look forward to seeing you and enjoying your 
company. 
I understand that Richard (son of Ken and Ann) who himself served with the Sherwood Foresters for 
six years, is hoping to maintain a link with the group and, when time permits, to carry on in some way 
with involvement in BAFEPOW in honour of both his dad and his Grandad and he will be very 
welcome. 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 

WILLIAM BROWN 
Sad news from Martyn Fryer on Facebook about FEPOW William Brown:- 
I have just received the very sad news from Michael Brown that Private William (Billy) Brown has 
passed away at the weekend, aged 105. Billy was most likely the very last surviving member of the 5th 
Beds and Herts that was in the Far East and he was a truly remarkable man. 
Billy was involved in the fighting at MacRitchie Reservoir and sent to Thailand in October 1942, 
where he was in Group 2. He did not list his camps on his LQ, but we assume he was between 
Chungkai and Tha Khanun from October 1942 to July 1944 as he gave Lt Col Johnson as his camp 
leader. What is certain, he was at Chungkai 10 September 1943, where he donated blood. 
Billy was sent to Japan with Japan Party 2 and was held at Osaka # 13B and Hiroshima # 3B. When he 
was liberated he travelled home on USS Sanctuary, HMS Glory and the Queen Mary. 

BERNARD STOGDEN 
More sad news from Ronnie Taylor of the FEPOW Family and I have copied the announcement that 
Ronnie made as it says it all. Bernard was such a lovely man - I got to know him through the FEPOW 
Family and was honoured to call him my friend (BJ) 

Ronnie wrote “Our great friend Bernard Stogden has been in hospital and was told he had cancer 
without hope of a reprieve. 
Bernard gave up his fight in hospital on Saturday, June 18th. 
Bernard's dad Harry died on the way home from the Far East and was buried at sea, off Nagasaki. 
Bernard was one of our first members in the FEPOW Community some 22 years ago, and then later in 
the FEPOW Family. A great friend with an unmistakable Welsh accent, well-loved by all who knew 
him. 
I put a page together about Bernard's research into the Changi Cross and his visit to Singapore some 
years ago. The page also includes a radio interview with Bernard, really worth listening to. 
I should have mentioned the strong connection between Bernard and FEPOW Family member, Louise. 
The Changi Cross which Bernard's father made was carried up country (Thailand) by Bishop Eric 
Cordingly (Louise's dad), who designed the Changi Cross. 
Sorry Louise Reynolds although we knew it was near, it is still a very big shock and words are hard to 
find.  
God Bless Bernard, give your dad a big hug 
XXXXX 
FEPOW-COMMUNITY.ORG.UK 
Harry Stogden and the Changi Cross 
The Mosque at Changi, which had been India Lines, was converted into a Church of England Chapel 
by POW’s in the 18th Division area. This was thought to be the only mosque in the world ever used by 
the Church of England. The conversion was carried out by Edward Wincott R.E.s, who started the 
pulpit…” 

WELFARE GRANTS FOR FEPOW, WIVES AND WIDOWS 
If you need help with a grant towards hospital stays, Nursing Home Costs, alterations to the home, 
mobility aids etc, then please get in touch with:- 
For the Java Club - Mrs Margaret Martin, 6, Stanley Avenue South, Portslade, Brighton, BN41 2WG 
or by email:- margaretmartin1944@sky.com      or by phone:- 01273 424686 
For NFFWRA - Pauline Simpson, NFFWRA, White Rose Cottage, King Street, Neatishead, Norwich, 
NR12 8BW  
Email:-  enquiries@nationalfepowfellowship.org.uk  or by phone:-  07818599303       
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