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Honorary Chairman - Mr Ron Mockford   Vice Chairman - Mr Kenneth Coy 
Treasurer - Mrs Margaret Walton       Secretary - Mrs Barbara James     
Committee Members   - Mr Keith Andrews  Mrs Annette Hughes 
    Ms Angela Lane  Mr James Whiskens 

HAPPY NEW YEAR - WELCOME TO 2022 AND THE BAFEPOW 
JANUARY NEWS SHEET! 

As you will be aware, the monthly meeting for January had been cancelled because of the rising 
numbers of cases throughout the UK and I would like to say how much I appreciated the many 
messages of support that I received from members who agreed that it was the right thing to do. 
We do hope to go ahead with the February meeting on Tuesday, February 15th and I will contact all 
members if the decision is made NOT to meet - otherwise we will be there! 
  
There isn’t an additional BAFEPOW news sheet this month as I have combined it with this one for 
sending to members only, but I hope that you enjoy reading this.(BJ) 

LOOKING BACK AT 2021 
We started the year in lockdown which, very sadly, meant that we were unable to hold our usual 
monthly meetings at the Birmingham Holiday Inn. We continued to keep in touch via the BAFEPOW 
news sheet and also an additional news sheet which was just to cover topics that we might otherwise 
have chatted about during our monthly meetings. In July the Covid Restrictions were lifted and we 
were able to meet up once again. In August we commemorated VJ76 which was really the meal that 
had been planned for August 2020 when we had intended to mark VJ75. Better late than never, it was 
a very good occasion and we celebrated the end of WWII and the start of the repatriation of our 
FEPOW. Bernie and the staff at the Holiday Inn had decorated the tables for us to reflect VJ75 and 
after Ken and I had dedicated the lunch to the memory of our FEPOW, we enjoyed a very tasty meal 
with very good company which also included Rob Ward from Bromsgrove who had renovated the 
bench dedicated to Pat de Paeztron at the Burma Star Memorial.  
In September we held our AGM, also at the Holiday Inn, and among the items on the agenda was the 
BAFEPOW Constitution which was amended to enable the association to proceed and to also make 
members from outside of the Greater Birmingham Area to be welcomed. At lunchtime we all sat down 
together to enjoy ‘High Tea’ and Bernie and the Staff had laid out the tables in readiness to give us a 
‘proper treat’ with lots of tasty goodies. 
The November Armistice/Remembrance was recognised and commemorated with the laying of several 
wreaths in various places on behalf of BAFEPOW by various members.     
December is the month when we traditionally hold our Christmas lunch at our usual Tuesday meeting 
and as we approached the day we were beginning to hear that the numbers of Covid infections were 
spiralling. It began to look as though lockdown may be re-introduced  and we had originally hoped to 
have twenty six members at the lunch. Fortunately lockdown was avoided but our numbers dwindled 
to a mere fifteen members but we really enjoyed the festive lunch and, yet again, we were looked after 
by the Holiday Inn staff who always pull out all the stops to make our events so enjoyable. So, on 
behalf of BAFEPOW, thank you, Bernie, Michelle and all the restaurant staff for making us feel so 
welcome - you are a very special team!  
The committee had arranged for Christmas hampers to be sent to Ron, Irene (Bray) and Iris and we 
received their heartfelt thanks for remembering them and bringing them much pleasure and festive 
cheer. I have, over the last year, enjoyed keeping in touch with Maggie, Ron’s daughter, with Irene 
and, obviously, with my Mom, Iris, and I’m sure that we will all want to send them our very best 
wishes and hope that they stay safe and keep well in 2022 (BJ) 
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THE BAFEPOW COMMITTEE 
There should have been a committee meeting this month but due to Covid, it has been postponed. We 
do remain in touch so that the association is able to keep going for when ‘normality’ returns. However, 
if you would like to contact us on any matter, please do get in touch with me, Barbara, and my contact 
info is at the very end of the news sheet. 

EIGHTY YEARS AGO THE JAPANESE MILITARY STORMED ON THROUGH THE FAR EAST 
Starting in December 1941 and the surprise attack on Pearl Harbour, the Japanese launched attacks in 
the Far East which saw the capture of Hong Kong on Christmas Day and then the fighting spread 
across the region in what could be described as the Japanese version of the German ‘Blitzkrieg’ until 
on 15/02/1941, General Percival saw no alternative but to surrender to avoid the massive slaughter of 
the civilian population of Singapore despite Churchill’s order for the troops to fight to the last man. 
For many of us, Singapore was where our fathers were taken prisoner and members of BAFEPOW are 
all aware of the consequences of their imprisonment and the barbarity and cruelty inflicted on them, 
on the Internees and on the Romusha by their captors. We do hope to be able to meet up to remember 
this anniversary together if the February meeting goes ahead but, due to the Covid Crisis, we have not 
made any specific plans.  

I have just come across this link to a video on YouTube which is excellent and I really recommend that 
you take the time to watch it as it really gives one an idea of what the fighting for Singapore control was 
like, just follow the link:-   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07CuvhZFOGc 

DID YOUR FEPOW HOLD THE GURKHAS IN VERY HIGH REGARD?  (BJ) 
During my childhood I can recall my Dad speaking about the Gurkhas and I learnt that they were a 
kind of soldier from a far-off land that he had met during his time in the Far East. Now, from what he 
said, I quickly formed the opinion that these were no ordinary soldiers but were of an exceptionally 
brave and fearless calibre, much admired for their military prowess. 
After my Dad sadly passed away in 1990, it was very rare for the Gurkha name to be mentioned until I 
began to research into his WWII history which led me to talk with many FEPOW and also fellow 
FEPOW descendants. Once again the Gurkhas came back frequently into conversation and their 
tradition of military excellence was spoken of in the Far East against the Japanese during WWII. The 
Japanese soldiers were said to be afraid of the Gurkhas as they thought of them as superior to other 
Allied fighters (I will also mention here that the Japanese soldiers were also very afraid of coming up 
against African soldiers while fighting in the jungle and I will pay them the recognition that they also 
deserve) And so why do I choose to dedicate an item to these brave men? Well, time went by and the 
treatment of the brave Gurkha troops came into the spotlight as our own government refused to 
acknowledge the amazing contribution that they had made as part of the British Army and Joanna 
Lumley led protests and petitioned the government of the time to recognise the contribution made by 
the Gurkhas and to re-instate their rights for pensions when they retired from active service. This was 
eventually achieved. 
So here comes the relevance to BAFEPOW - back in the time when the BAFEPOW Committee would 
be able to plan ahead for events, we would discuss the BAFEPOW trip. One of the suggestions was a 
trip to a Gurkha restaurant and there were two or three such places around the Abergavenny and 
Ross-on Wye area which would have made a pleasant day out. Unfortunately we haven’t got to visit 
them together as yet. However, a few weeks ago, George and I visited Ross-on-Wye and I managed to 
persuade him to go for lunch at a pub nearby that I knew to be run by a Nepalese family with links to 
the Gurkhas. So, we went into this very pleasant pub and I ordered our sandwiches and then amazed 
the bar tender by asking if there was anyone who would talk about Gurkha tradition with me (George 
was a little embarrassed but he’s used to me going off at a tangent quite frequently!) We were joined 
by a very interesting gentleman who spent the next hour talking to me about Gurkha tradition, about 
life in Nepal, about Joanna Lumley and the protests to the government for their equality to British 
Armed Forces, and how the country is still recovering from the severe earthquake that rocked Nepal a 
few years ago. He was so kind, and very helpful with explaining the heritage that makes the Nepalese 
so proud of their military men and so I make no apology for including an extract from the web page 
for this excellent restaurant/public house and I hope that, if you are ever in this locality, you will pay it 
a visit and perhaps have a chat with one of them just like I did. 
Dad, I did it for you and I agree with you - they are special - the Gurkhas! 
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The Nepalese Heritage 
Nepal, officially the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, is a landlocked country located in South 
Asia. With an area of 147,181 square kilometres (56,827 sq mi) and a population of approximately 27 
million. It is located in the Himalayas and bordered to the north by China and to the south, east, and 
west by India. Nepal is separated from Bangladesh by the narrow Indian Siliguri Corridor and from 
Bhutan by the Indian state of Sikkim. Kathmandu is the nation’s capital city and largest metropolis. 

 
The mountainous north of Nepal has eight of the world’s ten tallest mountains, including the highest 
point on Earth, Mount Everest. More than 240 peaks over 20,000 ft (6,096 m) above sea level are 
located in Nepal. 

The Gurkhas 
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The Gurkhas, misspelled from the original correct form Gorkhas, are soldiers from Nepal. 
Historically, the terms “Gurkha” and “Gorkhali” were synonymous with “Nepali,” and derived from 
the hill town and district of Gorkha from which the Kingdom of Nepal expanded. Legend has it that 
the name may be traced to the medieval Hindu warrior-saint Guru Gorakhnath who has a historic 
shrine in Gorkha. Gurkhas are traditionally recruited from various Nepali hill ethnicities, but do not 
come from a single group or region in the multi-ethnic country.  

There are Gurkha military units in the Nepalese, British and the Indian army enlisted in Nepal. 
Although they meet many of the requirements of Article 47 of Protocol I of the Geneva Conventions 
regarding mercenaries, they are exempt under clauses 47(e)&(f) similar to the French Foreign Legion. 
Gurkhas are closely associated with the khukuri, a forward-curving Nepalese knife and have a well 
known reputation for their fearless military prowess. The former Indian Army Chief of Staff Field 
Marshal Sam Manekshaw, once stated that “If a man says he is not afraid of dying, he is either lying or 
is a Gurkha.” 

  
The Roadmaker Inn 

Gorsley, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire. HR9 7SW 

After completing the above item on the Gurkhas it was announced in the New Year’s 
Honours List that Joanna Lumley had been awarded the OBE and made a DAME. Below 
is the tribute that was paid to her on Facebook by the Gurkha Welfare Trust:- 
Congratulations to our Vice Patron Joanna Lumley OBE on her Damehood in the New Years 
Honours. 
Dame Joanna has been honoured for services to ‘drama, entertainment and charitable 
causes’. 
“Joanna’s name is synonymous with the Gurkhas and she is adored by soldiers and our 
supporters alike. We’re so pleased for this well-deserved recognition and thank her for her 
ongoing support of our work supporting Gurkha veterans and their families in Nepal.” 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 
Ivy Wheale, widow of FEPOW Bill Wheale passed away peacefully at home on 02/12/2021 aged 105. 

George Boag-Munroe had celebrated his 100th birthday on November 29th,2021 but sadly passed 
away on December 10th. George had been conscripted into the  Royal Army Ordinance Corps in 1939. 
His amazing wartime record included being taken prisoner by the Japanese in February 1942 after 
travelling to Singapore, and being held in prisoner of war camps both there and in Thailand. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM!  

WELFARE GRANTS FOR FEPOW, WIVES AND WIDOWS 
If you need help with a grant towards hospital stays, Nursing Home Costs, alterations to the home, 
mobility aids etc, then please get in touch with:- 
Mrs Margaret Martin, the Java Club by email:- margaretmartin1944@sky.com                
Mrs Pauline Simpson, NFFWRA by email:-     enquiries@nationalfepowfellowship.org.uk 

The BAFEPOW news sheet is put together by the association secretary, Barbara James, and, 
hopefully, it contains items of interest to members. You are very welcome to suggest future topics or to 
submit items for future inclusion. You can contact me via email:- bmjames142@yahoo.co.uk or by 
phone:- 07954104857  
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