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BAFEPOW NEWS SHEET SEPTEMBER 2021 

WWII ENDS ON SEPTEMBER 2ND 1945 

BAFEPOW has always commemorated the end of WWII as being the date (02/09/1945) that Japan 
signed the official surrender aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Harbour. This year we will be joining 
together for our AGM which will replace our usual visit to St Martins in the Bullring where we would 
have placed a wreath at the plaque commemorating those who laid down their lives as POWs in the 
Far East. Next February we will be marking the 80th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore and we will 
be commemorating that anniversary together hopefully. FEPOW Day was the date agreed by the 
FEPOW themselves to mark the date that they regarded themselves as being free but we know that 
many did not become free men on that day or even know that WWII had ended and that Japan had 
surrendered.     (See page 6 for more about the end of WWII) 

THE BAFEPOW VJ76 (VJ75+1) COMMEMORATIVE LUNCH ON 10/08/2021  
After a year’s delay we were finally together again at the Holiday Inn to remember all those who were 
POWs in the Far East on or near the 76th anniversary of their release from imprisonment and the 
final end of WWII. The staff at the Holiday Inn got the restaurant area ready and, using the flags, 
bunting and BAFEPOW wreath that I had brought along, they decorated the room ready for us. So, at 
12.30 23 BAFEPOW members took their seats and enjoyed the very special way that Bernie and her 
team had prepared everything for us and it looked amazing in red, white and blue. Everyone present 
received a wooden cross with the BAFEPOW logo on it in readiness for VJ Day.We really appreciated 
how the Holiday Inn staff made this a very special occasion for us. 
We were very honoured to have Rob Ward with us. Rob has very kindly been keeping an eye on the 
Pat de Paeztron bench in Bromsgrove and this was our chance to thank him for looking after it. There 
was a surprise for him too - the de Paeztron Family, Frankie, Nick, David and Christine had very 
kindly forwarded a thank you card to him via myself and there were also three excellent photographs 
about the dedication of the bench and we passed them around so that every one had a chance to see 
them and they brought back many memories for Ken Coy who used to meet many of those in the 
pictures when his father held meetings at their house - I have scanned and saved the photos for us to 
see in the future.  
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Also welcomed to be with us was Irene Wills, the FEPOW widow of George Wills, Gnr 315 Bty LAA, 
and she was accompanied by Alan, Chris and also Alan’s sister, Joan. 
Ken Coy made a speech and he made particular mention of our dear FEPOW Honorary Chairman, 
Ron Mockford who was sadly unable to travel to be with us. Also mentioned were our other FEPOW 
widows, Irene Bray and iris Taylor who were also unable to be with us. We raised a toast to all of the 
FEPOW for the 76th Anniversary of VJ Day and also included the Internees and Romusha. The 
wreath that was going to Lichfield Cathedral on Saturday 14th and which would then be relaid at the 
FEPOW Grove at the NMA on VJ Day was part of the display set up in the restaurant so that 
members could read the dedication. I then asked for those present to observe a two minute silence out 
of respect for those who suffered in the Far East. I watched the seconds tick by and two minutes 
seemed to take a long time to pass by even though my Dad and his comrades were there in my mind, 
however, at the end of it, I reflected that the two minutes that had just passed were nothing in 
comparison to the three and a half years that they had spent in the cruelest of conditions. 
And so, there really should be photographs of us together again but for once our phones/cameras 
failed to record the event! Well, we all had so much to catch up on, so much to talk about and to draw 
the similarity of being in lockdown to that of being imprisoned but we all agreed that our experiences 
were nothing compared to those suffered by the FEPOW - we had food, medical care, comfortable 
homes, clean and adequate clothing and, so far, it has only been for a short space of time compared to 
their captivity. Above all, we did not experience their fear, their deprivation, their uncertainty, their 
lack of news but we did have one thing that they had and that was our friendship and camaraderie and 
so there was no time to think of getting the camera out - an oversight - but an indication of our 
enjoyment at being back together again.  
I would like to say how much we appreciated the care and attention that Bernie and the Holiday Inn 
Staff put into our lunch that made it very enjoyable and very special, thank you so much!  

VJ76 (VJ75+1) COMMEMORATIONS 
On Saturday, August 14th, I had the honour of laying the BAFEPOW wreath at the VJ76 service that 
COFEPOW had originally arranged to commemorate VJ75 in 2020. Last year’s events were all 
postponed, as we know, due to the Covid lockdown. We were fortunate to be sitting next to 
Commander David Childs CBE and his wife and just behind Carol Cooper and her daughter. Luckily 
I was not directly behind Terry Waite as I have done previously - no disrespect to this wonderful man 
but he is so, so tall! The service was truly inspiring and a very fitting tribute for the FEPOW and 
Internees and the Bishop of Lichfield, himself the son of a FEPOW, gave an address that resonated 
deeply with so many of us present. I laid the BAFEPOW wreath with a great feeling of pride and also 
humility that I could do that on behalf of all our membership. At the end of the service there was the 
opportunity to chat to fellow COFEPOW members but I have to say that - and hence no photographs 
again - I got into the most fascinating conversation with David and Mrs Childs and I learnt so much 
from him about his original vision for the NMA, not just as a memorial to those who fall in battle but 
as a tribute to those who return to resume their lives under the physical and mental shadow of War - 
yes,yes,yes! I could have talked to them for ages. I also had a lovely chat with Carol Cooper and she is 
keeping very well and then I chatted to Annette (COFEPOW co-ordinator and BAFEPOW member) 
Annette had been busy baking and there were boxes and boxes of all different kinds of delicious 
cupcakes. I had to sample one, would have been rude not to, and it was very good. 

On Sunday, August 15th it was VJ Day (VJ75+1) and it was an early start to travel to the NMA 
initially for the COFEPOW AGM. Time to catch up with various fellow members while George went 
for a wander around the various monuments that he likes to visit, including the very emotional ‘Shot 
at Dawn’. After the AGM, there was just time for chatting to a few more folk before the COFEPOW 
Service of Remembrance at the FEPOW Hut. Yet again a truly special and appropriate service which 
also featured poems from the recently published book by COFEPOW, ‘Poems of Hope’. I again placed 
a wreath on behalf of BAFEPOW and shortly after the end of the service, I also placed the wooden 
cross that I had received at the recent BAFEPOW VJ76 lunch at the FEPOW memorial and I had 
written out a dedication to my Dad on it. James Whiskens was also there with us  and he took the 
photo below of me with the wreath. After the service it was time to enjoy the lunch, again organised by 
COFEPOW, and there was an excellent speech afterwards by Keith Oseman of the Erewash Museum 
on the subject of the Hope Robinson letters that are the topic of a display there and a book is being 
written to tell the history of the letters discovery in the loft where the family had lived and how she 
had supported hundreds of people who, like herself, had a loved one in the Far East - a fascinating 
story. 
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More time then to chat to fellow COFEPOW members and also to discover that Sir David and Mrs 
Childs understood totally my dislike - dare one say animosity? - towards Winston Churchill. It was a 
tiring weekend but a very interesting one and I was proud to be there at the services to represent 
BAFEPOW and in my own right as a COFEPOW member.  (BJ) 

  

Ken Coy had put together a most informative display board to go to his local British Legion Club. He 
wanted to encourage others to learn about the war in the Far East and, of course, about our FEPOW. I 
had to drop off a BAFEPOW wreath for Ken and he very kindly showed me what he had put together 
and it is impressive. Ken and Ann attended the VJ76 service in Shirley and laid a wreath on our 
behalf.          

  

Tony Truett, our member from Cambridgeshire, did the honours on behalf of BAFEPOW and laid a 
wreath at the American Cemetery on Madingley Rd, Cambridge and he sent me the following 
comment and photographs. Matthew Brown, the Superintendent at the Cemetery has asked to stay in 
touch with our group and it is rewarding to have his interest in our FEPOW. 
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“As the Chapel bell struck 11.00 am we held  a silence at the memorial wall with thousands of names. 
In front of us was the  statue of a  soldier 
At the end of the silence the wreath was laid and Mathew read the FEPOW Prayer. 
While only six people attended, I had a  feeling  that we were watched by many - glad that we 
remember them.” 

 

  
VJ GALLERY OF HEROES 
Well, here it is! After what must have been hours of work by Pam Gillespie and Gail Taylor, both 
COFEPOW members, the FEPOW gallery of 1,000 Far Eastern POWs was unveiled to mark VJ76 at 
Lichfield Cathedral on 14/08/21 and then it was on display on VJ Day at the NMA. As you might 
imagine it attracted a huge amount of interest from all present, especially for those who had entered  
their loved ones to be included in the gallery. I know that quite a few of our members submitted photos 
which are there for you to hunt for at some point in the future. The really nice thing is that those for 
whom there wasn’t a photograph, just their name was added so they weren’t excluded. The Gallery 
will be on show at future COFEPOW events so it may be possible for some of you to see it at some 
point. 
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I would also like to add that the globe in the FEPOW Hut that is a visual aid to illustrate how far away 
the FEPOW were from their homes, has been newly revamped and is much improved. With modern 
transport being so readily available to us, we forget all too easily that it was a long, slow and 
dangerous journey to reach the Far East back then. I guess that the one advantage to the FEPOW was 
that the long journey of repatriation to their homeland gave them time to put on weight and start to 
recover from tropical ulcers and diseases before they were reunited with loved ones who would have 
been distressed to have seen them on their initial release from the camps.  (Written by BJ) 

 

On the right are photos of 
myself and fellow, BAFEPOW 
member, Penny Grant, pointing  
to our fathers’ pictures on the 
gallery. 

LEICESTER FEPOW MEMORIAL DEDICATION 
This picture at the top of page 6 shows the wreath laying at the newly dedicated FEPOW memorial in 
Leicester which took place there on Tuesday, August 10th. The service was attended by local 
dignitaries including the Lord Mayor of Leicester and representatives of the armed Forces. Lockdown 
had prevented the dedication from taking place previously when it was opened to public view in 
October 2020 to coincide with the exhibition about the Leicester FEPOW in the main library there. 
The memorial has been the result of much hard work by FEPOW daughter, Shirley Barnes, and is a 
wonderful tribute to the FEPOW of the Leicestershire area. Well done, Shirley! 
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FROM CHANGI TO MACASSAR - WHERE WAS YOUR FEPOW ON VJ DAY AND WHEN WERE 
THEY RELEASED? 
A simple enough question possibly but there just was no fixed date on which the prisoners in the 
different camps were finally released. VJ Day as we know it - August 15th - was the date voted for by 
the FEPOW to represent a common date for the means of commemoration and remembrance. The 
BAFEPOW group itself has usually chosen September 2nd as the date that we would commemorate as 
it was the date of the signing of the surrender by the Japanese aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.  
Therefore, out of interest, I put forward that question to the FEPOW community on Facebook by way 
of commemorating VJ Day. The response began instantly and the number of replies was amazing - 
there were 53 responses and to mark the official end of WWII, I posted the following:- 

Taken in Columbo en route to Liverpool 

Written on the reverse by my Dad -  

W. Crane - LAA 
J. Brayshaw - 316 (from Southend) 
Third from the left - my Dad - Eric 
Taylor- 316 (from Bournville) 
R.J.Price - 316 (from Kingston) 
J. Pugh - 316 (from London) 
A. Beale - 316 (from Dorset) 
? Pordage ?13 
R. Symonds - 316 (from London) 

02/09/45 - THE END OF WWII 
While we regard the date of the end of WWII as being 15/08/45, it is important to recognise that there 
were several separate surrender documents signed in several locations, the most important being the 
one that was signed on the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay on 02/09/45.  
On VJ Day, a few weeks ago, I posted a query asking where our own particular FEPOW was on 
15/08/45 and I received 53 replies. There were 37 different camps mentioned, some of which I know 
little about - more things and events to be followed up - but the majority had been in Changi (8) Some 
replies included the date of their FEPOW’s landing back in the UK and some POWs did take a very 
long time to be repatriated. Obviously, because of the poor health of many of them, this was intentional 
so that their physical condition did not cause distress to their families or for what had happened to 
them to become known to the wider UK population who were mostly ignorant of the suffering of the 
Japanese prisoners of war, internees and also the plight of the Romusha.  
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Nowadays we are very fortunate to have various Facebook pages where we can share information and 
even get help form other people about FEPOW history. When I started looking into my own Dad’s 
history, I was so lucky to have posted a picture of him taken in Columbo with some comrades from the 
316 Bty RA on what was the then COFEPOW site and within no time I had the help and friendship of 
other FEPOW descendants. I have continued to be a member of COFEPOW ( there is an updated web 
page) and have learnt so much about the war in the Far East. To start with it was mostly about 
Singapore and ‘the Railway’. If you have visited the FEPOW Hut and the Grove at the NMA then you 
will have seen what COFEPOW are doing to preserve and honour FEPOW history. The FEPOW 
Family is also a great source of information too and but please do add others that you have found 
useful in the ‘reply’ below. 

WELFARE GRANTS FOR FEPOW, WIVES AND WIDOWS 
If you need help with a grant towards hospital stays, Nursing Home Costs, alterations to the home, 
mobility aids etc, then please get in touch with:- 
Mrs Margaret Martin, the Java Club by email:- margaretmartin1944@sky.com                
Mrs Pauline Simpson, NFFWRA by email:-     enquiries@nationalfepowfellowship.org.uk 

The BAFEPOW News Sheet is put together by Barbara James and has, hopefully, reminded us of the 
many group meetings before lockdown where we would sit and chat and many topics of FEPOW 
history were discussed too. Now that we may be able to resume our regular meetings, the news sheet 
may become smaller again. However, if you have a topic or an item that you would like to see included 
then please do get in touch with me:- 
Email -  bmjames142@yahoo.co.uk 
Phone -  07954104857 
And if you just fancy a chat or want to drop me a message, then I am really pleased to hear from you! 
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