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IEHG Communications Officer (Grade V)
We currently have an exciting opportunity for a Communications professional to
help us achieve our ambition of becoming a national leader in healthcare delivery.
IEHG are looking to recruit a Communications Officer who will help us to deliver on
our Group Communications Strategy, help build a robust integrated digital
communications platform, and create opportunities to drive a positive news
agenda through our many hospital launches, events and media relations. We are
look for someone who will become a member of our enthusiastic team and who

will share their creative input to help broaden our ability to promote the important
projects being undertaken by the staff throughout the Hospital Group.
This is an excellent opportunity to join the health services and to help us drive
forward our ambitions and promote the world-class healthcare solutions we
provide to the people we serve.
READ MORE

IEHG Hospitals Submit 20 out of 45 Projects
Showcased at the 2017 Health Service
Excellence Awards
The HSE Health Service Excellence Awards held an informative and inspiring
‘Share the Learning' event on 22 February, which saw 45 healthcare teams from
across Ireland come together to share their experiences and learnings from
projects they submitted to the 2017 Awards.
An impressive 20 of the 45 projects submitted to the Awards came from IEHG
hospitals. This important gathering showcased the innovation, challenges and
benefits behind these projects and the incredible spirit and passion of the staff who
lead out and champion the work on these important initiatives, undertaken with
one unifying purpose – the delivery of better, safer, patient-centred care.
This session left no doubt that the hard work undertaken by Hospitals and
Community Organisations was worth it. We were delighted that two Special

Commendations were also awarded to St Vincent’s University Hospital Group at
the event.
Aoife Coffey, Pancreas Transplant Co-ordinator at St Vincent's University Hospital,
picked up their Certificate from Declan Hynes, CHO5 on behalf of the HSE for their
project to Develop & Establish a National Pancreas and Renal Transplant
Programme at St Vincent's University Hospital.
The Hospital was also the recipient of another Commendation Award for the
establishment of a dedicated hepatocellular carcinoma service at St Vincent's
University Hospital.
Other hospitals in the Group to submit projects to the 2017 Awards included St.
Luke’s General Hospital Carlow/Kilkenny, Royal Victoria Eye & Ear Hospital,
Wexford General Hospital, National Maternity Hospital, the Mater Misericordiae
University Hospital and further projects from St Vincent's Hospital.
Congratulations to all on the incredible work on your innovative projects!
Pictured: Aoife Coffey, Pancreas Transplant Co-ordinator at SVUH, with Declan
Hynes, CHO5 on behalf of the HSE

IEHG welcomes Professor Neil O'Hare

The Ireland East Hospital Group (IEHG) is delighted to announce that Professor
Neil O’Hare (BSc, PhD, FinstP, FICS, CEng, CPhys, CHCIO) has recently taken up
the joint post of Group Chief Information Officer for the Ireland East Hospital Group
and Professor of Health Informatics at UCD.
Prof O’Hare’s position is unique in Ireland within the area of Health Informatics,
having both a defined service and academic role. The creation of this post shows
the commitment of the Ireland East Hospital Group and UCD to this important
field.
The Informatics eHealth Strategy to be developed and delivered by Prof O’Hare
across the Group will involve a number of areas including information systems,
data analytics and IT innovation. This is combined with an academic mission of
developing an educational framework in the area of Health Informatics along with a
research agenda that will develop stronger links between the university and health
service delivery to the Ireland East Hospital Group as well as other health service
providers in Ireland.
Prof O’Hare comes to us from St. James’s Hospital where he was Director of
Informatics for a number of years, and while there was seconded to the HSE as
Programme Lead for the NIMIS project. Before taking up his appointment with
UCD, Neil held academic appointments in Dublin City University and Trinity
College Dublin with research interests in health informatics, imaging and UV
phototherapy dosimetry. He is also currently Chair of the Health Informatics
Society of Ireland.
According to Neil, outside of work, he is also “a bit of a Rugby fan; an aging
martial artist; a slow cyclist; and a father of four kids and one dumb (but lovable)
dog!”

Back To Top

HOSPITAL NEWS
ST COLUMCILLE'S HOSPITAL,
LOUGHLINSTOWN

Launch of Hello My Name Is...
St. Columcille’s Hospital launched its ‘Hello my name is’ campaign on Tuesday 13
February 2017 in the staff dining room. The campaign was launched by Mr. Brian
Murray of Fair City fame. Brian spoke of his links with the hospital and in particular
the excellent services and care provided to his parents, and in particular his
mother following her diagnosis with dementia. He also thanked the staff at the
hospital for the support his family received from all members of staff during this
very difficult time.
Pictured left to right: Prof. Donal O’Shea, Kay Hand, Anne Harpur, Louise Mc
Cormack, Brian Murray, Nicola Dillon, Denise O’Leary and Linda O’Leary

National Dementia Conference
Sally O’Grady (left), Senior Physiotherapist and Carol De Wilde (right), Principal
Social Worker, presented at the National Dementia Conference in the Royal
Marine Hotel in Bray on Thursday 7 February 2018.
Carol presented on multidisciplinary work within St. Columcille’s Hospital and the
Alzheimer’s Café, Bray (a collaborative between MDT staff at St. Columcille’s
Hospital and staff in Community Care, Area 6), while Sally presented on
physiotherapy in dementia care.
Feedback on the day was excellent and both staff members felt it an excellent
opportunity to provide insight into their experience of working with patients with
dementia at St Columcille’s Hospital.

Copies of their presentations are available from Carol.dewilde@hse.ie

National HSCP Day Breakfast
On 1 February, St Columcille's Hospital organised a breakfast to celebrate
National HSCP Day. The hospital has a wonderful HSCP group who work very
closely together and strive to make the best use of multidisciplinary working and
promote patient-centred care.
There was a great turn-out for the breakfast with representation from lots of
different disciplines. The catering department put on some lovely food and coffee /

tea and it was a great opportunity for collegaues to meet and celebrate close
working relationships. There was a raffle with some donated prizes and everyone
got their HSCP pin.
Thank you to the HSCP office for their assistance in the organisation of the event.
The plan is to make it bigger and better next year!
Carol De Wilde, Principal Social Worker
Pictured: Representatives from Laboratory, Medical Social Work, Dieticians,
Occupational Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy and Physiotherapy

ST VINCENT'S UNIVERSITY
HOSPITAL

Look Good Feel Better Programme
Look Good Feel Better is a programme that supports women with the visible side
effects of cancer treatment by providing practical advice through skincare and
make-up workshops.

The workshops are held monthly in St. Anne's Day Centre meeting room at St.
Vincents University Hospital (SVUH). Women attending workshops are taken
through a 12-step skincare and make-up regime and, as an added bonus,
everyone is given a substantial gift bag of products, donated by different cosmetic
companies, to use and take home at the end of the session.
These free workshops are offered through a network of hospitals across the
country. With the assistance of trained beauticians, who volunteer their time and
expertise, the two-hour workshops are informative and lively but most of all fun,
making this particular visit to hospital something to look forward to. This has
contributed to the wellbeing and self-confidence of women during a time when a
diagnosis of cancer and treatments have taken over their lives.
A huge thank you to all the organisers of Look Good Feel Better charity, as well as
volunteers and staff who are supporting this programme!
Ms. Jincy Joseph, CNM3, Oncology Haematology

National HSCP Day

On 1 February in St Vincent's, nine
HSCP Departments came together to
mark National HSCP Day with an
information stand at centre point, not
only to educate hospital staff about
HSCPs but for HSCPs to meet one
another. There are approximately 420
HSCP staff employed at SVUH which
is 1/5 of the total workforce. HSCPs
deliver services in diagnostic,
therapeutic domains, positively
impacting the health, well-being and
quality of life of the population.

Cystic Fibrosis Award

Congratulations to Mr. Ronan Buckley,
Senior Physiotherapist, CF
Multidisciplinary Team (SVUH) whose
research, in conjunction with the
School of Public Health, Physiotherapy
and Sport Science, University College
Dublin (UCD) won 1st prize for a
scientific poster at the 18th National
Cystic Fibrosis Clinical Meeting, held in
Killarney on 1 and 2 February 2018.
The poster, entitled 'Physical activity
levels of Irish adults with Cystic
Fibrosis', drew some important
conclusions about physical activity (PA)
levels of people with CF.

Ms. Fionnuala Duffy, Head of Speech
and Language Therapy, SVUH

Dementia Awareness
Day at SVUH
The SVUH Dementia and Delirium
Steering Group held their first
Awareness Day on 7 February 2018.
Members of the group provided staff,
visitors and patients with information
and resources about dementia and

delirium, as well as highlighting the
need to improve the environment of
SVUH to make it more dementiafriendly. A quiz was also run on the day
to test the knowledge of staff, visitors
and patients!
The Steering Group was set up in
2016, and is made up of disciplines
from around the organisation; medical,
nursing, allied health and clerical staff
to name a few areas. The group meets
every six weeks and works towards the
promotion of awareness of dementia
and delirium in the acute hospital
environment.
Deirdre Molloy, Chairperson & Senior
Physiotherapist and Ruth McGlynn,
Secretary & Occupational Therapist
Pictured l-r: Niamh Weir Pharmacist,
Jonathon O’Keeffe ANPc Gerontology,
Sarah Mc Donagh Sen. SLT

Dr. Orla Collins, Medicine for the Elderly,

Dr. Diarmuid O’Shea, Geriatric Consultant

Mr. Jonathon O’Keeffe ANPc Gerontology

and SVUH staff members networking at

and Ms. Imelda Noone, Stroke Nurse

the Care of the Older Person Study day at

Practitioner

SVUH

Annual SVUH Care of the Older Persons Study
Day
Our Care of the Older Persons Study Day has been running for 14 years and was
set up to develop an educational day based on quality care initiatives for both our
own staff and the users of our service, i.e. the community hospitals and nursing
home multidisciplinary staff in our area.
This year’s study day which was held on 9 February in the Education and
Research Centre at SVUH and focused on hot topics in the quality care we deliver
to older people here in SVUH . We develop the programme topics each year
based on the feedback we received from attendees at the previous year’s
conference. This year’s speakers were all from SVUH.
The conference had over 100 attendees and the launch of our twitter account by
Mr. Jonathon O’Keeffe @OlderPersonsSVUH/ #OPSDSVUH18 got many hits. We
look forward to next year’s conference on 8 February 2019.
Ms. Imelda Noone, Stroke Nurse Practitioner

REGIONAL HOSPITAL MULLINGAR

Children First Training
At a Staff Awareness Day on 6
February, Helen Hanlon training officer
with Children First (midlands area), Ms.
Marie Corbett DOM, Ms. Anne Kelly
DON & Ms. Shona Schneemann GM
promoted Children First Training in the
hospital.

OUR LADY'S HOSPITAL, NAVAN

Love Life, Love Walking in Navan
Our Lady's Hospital, Navan embraced the Love Life Love Walking event again this
year on 14 February. With love in the air they donned red items of clothing and
approximately 25 staff walked the 1km Slí na Sláinte around the hospital grounds.
Although the weather was cold and drizzly, their spirits were high and they were
rewarded with beautiful Pink Lady apples, as were the staff in the canteen that
morning. Staff from portering, catering, nursing, clerical admin, physio, OT,

dietetics as well as PCCC colleagues joined together for this second Love Walking
event which last year kicked off the hospital's very successful Step Challenges, as
part of their Healthy Ireland efforts.
Step Challenge 2018 is now underway and plans are afoot for lots of events in the
coming months including the OLHN Brown Bread Bake Off!

ST LUKE'S GENERAL HOSPITAL,
CARLOW/KILKENNY

GEMS Team Attend UK Frailty Conference
At the start of February, representatives of the St Luke’s Geriatric Emergency
Medicine Service (GEMS) team attended an Acute Frailty Network Conference in
the UK.
The team met up with over 15 other sites in their cohort from the NHS at the
conference, which was held in London.
Pictured at the conference are: left to right; Marianne McGrath, CNM1, GEMS
Ward, Catriona Normoyle, CNM2, GEMS Ward, Helen Fitzgerald, Physiotherapist,
GEMS Team, Jane Nolan, CNS, GEMS Team, Catherine O’Keeffe, Occupational
Therapy Manager, St Luke’s and Danielle Reddy, Occupational Therapist, St
Luke’s.

Farewell Marilyn

Scalp Cooler

A celebratory gathering was held in St
Luke’s recently for Marilyn McDonagh,
Podiatrist, who has left to take up a
new position in Limerick University
Hospital.
Marilyn is wished all the best in her
new role and will be greatly missed in
St Luke’s.

St Luke’s has recently commenced the
use of a Scalp Cooler. The Scalp
Cooler has been in operation since the
first week of January 2018 in the
Oncology Day Ward. Early results have
been extremely positive with one
patient experiencing no hair loss who
would have normally had complete hair
loss at this stage of her treatment.
St Luke’s is the only centre in the
South-East region currently offering
this service to Oncology patients.

MATER MISERICORDIAE
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

HPAI Seminars
Maríosa Kieran, Clinical Pharmacy
Service Manager, presented two
national workshops with hospital
pharmacy colleagues on Medicines
Optimisation to the Hospital
Pharmacists Association of Ireland
(HPAI) members in February 2018.
The workshops were based on learning
from the European Association of
Hospital Pharmacists Academy
seminar on Medicines Optimisation.
Medicines Optimisation involves a
structured critical evaluation of a
patient's medication list using available
clinical and pharmaceutical information
as well as laboratory results.
The workshops discussed clinical
implementation of medicines reviews,
integrated medicines management, the
role of clinical pharmacists in leading
these reviews and effective
communication of the outcome of these
reviews to the patient’s clinical team.
Prof Ciarán Meegan - Head of
Pharmacy Services
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Mater Rapid Injury Clinic Now Open at Weekends
Patients with minor injuries can attend the Mater Rapid Injury Clinic in the Forge,
Smithfield Market, Dublin 7, which is open Monday to Friday: 8am – 6pm.
Saturday to Sunday: 10am – 6pm (closed Bank Holiday Mondays)
St Columcille's Injury Unit in Loughlinstown is open 8am - 6pm, 7 days per week
(including Bank Holidays). Patient age groups seen: 14 years upwards

Get the vaccine, not the flu!
Flu can be prevented by vaccination. Flu vaccine is a safe, effective way to help
prevent flu infection, avoiding hospitalisation, reducing flu related deaths and
illnesses.
Healthcare workers prevent the spread of flu and save lives by getting the flu
vaccine. The best way to protect you, your family and your patients is to get this
year's vaccine.
READ MORE
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Fundraising Breakfast for Dublin Neurological
Institute
The Dublin Neurological Institute (DNI) are organising a fundraising breakfast on
the morning of 12 April 2018 in aid of the important work of the Centre for Brain
Health at the DNI. Jim Gavin, Manager of the Dublin Senior Football Team, will
give a motivational address on Leadership and Team Dynamics at this not-to-be
missed event. All details in the poster image above. Please contact Regina
Prenderville by phone at 087 637 6563 or email pha@mater.ie for further details of
the event and to purchase tickets.
www.neurologicalinstitute.ie

Ireland East Hospital Group

The Ireland East Hospital Group (IEHG) is the largest and most complex of
Ireland’s hospital groups. Comprising 11 hospitals (6 voluntary and 5 statutory),

IEHG spans seven counties and works with four Community Health Organisation
(CHO) partners. In collaboration with our Academic Partner, UCD, IEHG’s ambition
is to be the national leader in healthcare delivery, working to improve the quality of
healthcare and deliver better patient outcomes through education, training,
research and innovation for the 1 million people we serve.
Ireland East Hospital Group: Mater Misericordiae University Hospital; St
Vincent's University Hospital; Regional Hospital Mullingar; St Luke's General
Hospital, Carlow/Kilkenny; Our Lady's Hospital, Navan; Wexford General Hospital;
St Columcille's Hospital; St Michael's Hospital, Dun Laoghaire; Cappagh National
Orthopaedic Hospital; National Maternity Hospital; Royal Victoria Eye and Ear
Hospital.
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CONTACT

FIND US HERE
Ireland East Hospital Group,
C/O Mater Misericordiae
University Hospital
Eccles Street
Dublin 7
D07R2WY

+353 (01) 9602360
communications@iehg.ie
www.iehg.ie
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