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Things are buzzing
this spring at the
Community Foundation
of South Puget Sound.
In this newsletter you will get the chance to read
about a new leadership program in Mason County,
scholarship awards that help make college more
affordable, our Give Local crowdfunding campaign,
our Spring Luncheon and more.
All of this is possible because of people like you
who make donations to Community Foundations.
When we think of giving, many of us think about
writing a check or perhaps dropping off some
gently used clothing or other household items.
Yet one of the most amazing things we do at the
Community Foundation is help people find creative
ways to give. Gifts of cash and appreciated publicly
traded stock typically offer greater tax savings
for the donor. But have you thought of creating
your gift with a life insurance policy or real estate
or distributions from your retirement plan? Life
insurance is something many people have, but
rarely think of as an asset that can be donated.
Retirement plan assets and real estate assets are
also great ways to give. When you do make the
decision to give in support of the causes you care
about, know there are many creative ways to
accomplish your goals, and we’re here to help.

Norma Schuiteman
President & CEO

Mason County Leadership
Now Accepting Applications for the Next Class of Leaders
In 2017, the Community Foundation committed
$25,000 per year for three years for Mason County’s
Rural Community Leadership program. Along with
our support, two statewide funders and many local
businesses, service clubs, and individual donors
helped bring this learning opportunity to Mason
County. This 9 month leadership development
program is building the leadership skills of 38
individuals—ranging from youth to retired seniors—
in Mason County.
Oregon-based nonprofit organization, Rural
Development Initiatives, is delivering the
curriculum. The program is based on the belief that
vital rural communities develop from a broad base
of knowledgeable, skilled, and motivated leaders.
The training typically consists of 45 class hours held

over approximately 6 months and the completion of
a class project. This year’s class project is to install
Buddy Benches to promote kindness and empathy
in Mason County’s 10 elementary schools.
The practical and theoretical training is designed for
a diverse mix of community members representing
business, government, sovereign nations, nonprofit
organizations, and others, and connects many
different voices on the challenges and opportunities
faced by rural places.
We are now accepting applications for the second
class. Visit our website for more information or to
apply for the program.

Building Community Philanthropy

A Community Foundation Luncheon

Thank you for joining us on April 24!
At our Spring Luncheon we explored the topic of building community
philanthropy and inspiring giving in our communities. Keynote
speaker David Bley, Director of the Pacific Northwest team at the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation, spoke about the Gates Foundation’s
support of community philanthropy across the Pacific Northwest.
At the luncheon we announced that our crowdfunding campaign,
Give Local South Puget Sound, will be back for 2018. Visit our
website to view event photos and a wonderful new video featuring
four Community Foundation donor stories.

“It might seem
contradictory, but at
the Gates Foundation,
the biggest funder in
the world, we believe
deeply in community
philanthropy.”
- David Bley, Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Supporting the South Sound’s College Students
Spring is scholarship season here at the Community
Foundation and our staff and volunteers are in the
midst of reviewing more than 175 scholarship
applications. Each year we award about $150,000
in scholarships to help students pay for college.
This year we awarded our first-ever scholarship
for Mason County, the Richard J. Geiger Memorial
Scholarship. Mr. Geiger was a Conservation
District Engineer who passed away in 2016. The
scholarship, which honors his memory, will go
to a Mason County student planning to pursue
a degree in engineering. In April we also had a
previous scholarship recipient serve on one of
our scholarship committees. It was such a joy to
meet this young man who was so grateful for the

opportunity he’d been given by the John and Opal
McGimpsey scholarship 8 years ago.
The challenge of paying for college is a barrier
for many students in the South Puget Sound. The
prospect of graduating with a mountain of college
debt can be discouraging. Because of the generosity
of people like you, there is help available through
scholarships from the Community Foundation of
South Puget Sound.
Providing scholarships to students is a rewarding
type of philanthropy. Donors set up scholarship
funds to memorialize a loved one, honor a gifted
educator, or to encourage a particular field of
study. Scholarship funds mean that promising
students can pursue their dreams.

“There’s nothing we could
have done with this money
that could have given us
more joy.”
- The late John McGimpsey, co-founder
of the John and Opal McGimpsey
Scholarship Fund

Opposite: Verizon Presents a $15,000 check to The Learning
Seed Foundation
Top: 2018 McGimpsey Scholarship Presentation
Bottom: 2017 Coldwell Banker Scholarship Presentation

Save the Date!

Our 2018 Community Grants
Cycle is Open!
Each year we award
approximately $400,000 to
local nonprofit organizations
that contribute to building
strong, vibrant communities in
the South Puget Sound.

Open Date: May 14, 2018

Closing Date: Aug 3, 2018

Visit our website or email Mindie Reule at
mreule@thecommunityfoundnation.com for
more information.

MOVING PHILANTHROPY FORWARD

Give Local

SOUTH PUGET SOUND 2017

Thank you for your support!
Late last year we introduced a
new crowdfunding campaign,
Give Local South Puget Sound.
We featured 50 of our grants
on an online giving platform and
asked the community to help fund
these important local projects.
We heard from many of you that
you loved the opportunity to learn
about so many organizations doing
important work in our region.

Our Community Grants

We believe the “community” in
community foundation means
inspiring people of all means to get
involved in their community—and
Give Local did just that. Donors
and nonprofits told us they loved
Give Local for the chance to be
part of something bigger than
themselves. We are so pleased to
share the results of Give Local’s
success last year and to announce

Your Charitable Giving

that it’s back for 2018! This year
Give Local will take place from
October 31 through November
20.

LARGEST

$4,555

AVERAGE GIFT

November 20!

$165

back in 2018 from October 31 through

$10

Give Local South Puget Sound will be

SMALLEST GIFT

Let's Talk Numbers!
Contact the Community Foundation if
you would like your business to be a
Give Local sponsor.

50

LOCAL PROJECTS

$430,000
Grants awarded to local
nonprofits

560

TOTAL DONORS

$162,530
Donated from
Community Members

740

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS

$592,530

To Support nonprofits that
make our community great

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF SOUTH PUGET SOUND

2018 Board of Directors
Stefani Parsons
Chair
Parsons Family Farm, Owner
Mary Williams
Vice Chair
Social Services Administrator, Retired
Jim Morrell
Treasurer
Peninsula Credit Union, President & CEO
Joe Lynch
Secretary
Lynch Law Office, Attorney
Melanie Bakala
Bakala State Farm Insurance, Insurance Agent
John Clees
Worth Law Group, Attorney
Marty Juergens
Kiley Juergens Wealth Management, LLC,
Partner

Janet McLane
State Court Administrator, Retired
Stacie-Dee Motoyama
Stacie-Dee Motoyama, PLLC, Attorney
Greg Rhodes
Younglove & Coker, PLLC, Attorney
Dae Shogren
DSHS/Children’s Administration, Disproportionality
HQ Program Manager
Rebecca Staebler
Hubbub, Owner
Meg VanSchoorl
Gordon Thomas Honeywell Governmental Affairs,
Director of Project Development
Sue Vickerman
Vickerman CPA Group, Inc., CPA
Farley Youckton
Chehalis Tribe, Probation Officer

Our Dedicated Staff
Norma Schuiteman
President & CEO
legacy@thecommunityfoundation.com
Mindie Reule
Philanthropic Services & Programs Director
mreule@thecommunityfoundation.com
Valerie Piper
Director of Finance
vpiper@thecommunityfoundation.com
Kathy Brunson
Administrative Services Manager
kbrunson@thecommunityfoundation.com

Contact Us!
(360) 705-3340

Visit Our Website
www.thecommunityfoundation.com

FEATURED FUND

Little Red Schoolhouse
Ruth R. Furman and her family
moved to Olympia in 1970. Ruth
was active in her community
with a number of organizations,
including years of service to the
Little Red Schoolhouse, which
provides school supplies to
students in need. A former second
grade teacher, Ruth knew the
power of working with others and
consistently engaged others to
support her passion for children.
In 2014, Ruth was honored by

19
July, 2018

TOGETHER as a Champion for
Kids for her dedication to the
Little Red Schoolhouse.
When Ruth passed away in 2015,
her son Mark established the Ruth
R. Furman Little Red Schoolhouse
Fund in honor of his mother. As a
designated fund, this permanent
endowment will provide funds to
the Little Red Schoolhouse for
years to come.

Ruth Furman Greeting Volunteers

2018 Golf Classic at Salish Cliffs Golf Club
We are now accepting sponsorships and team registrations. Visit our website or contact
Valerie Piper at (360) 705.3340 or vpiper@thecommunityfoundation.com to begin!

