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Quainton C of E School – Newsletter Friday 12th July 2019 
 
The value for this half term is:  
 
Trust 
 

And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in 

Christ Jesus. 
 
Quotes: Philippians 4:19 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our Year 6 have had an exhilarating residential at Caldecotte.  Their days have been filled with activities 
such as zip wiring, wall climbing, rafting and zorbing.  It should leave them with some brilliant memories 
to take with them as they scatter to all the different secondary schools. 
 
Tomorrow is the Quaintfest, the Quainton beer festival on the green.  The PTA are manning one of the 
stalls. I hope many of you will be able to enjoy the day, and please remember to visit our PTA, who as 
always will be raising funds for those extras at school, which we all appreciate so much. 
 
Next week will see the Year 5 & 6 production of the “Pirates of the Curry Bean”.  They have worked so 
hard learning their lines and songs and then practicing their performances. Some of our Year 6 who 
are transferring to the Aylesbury Vale Academy will be away from us all week, spending their days 
being inducted there. However, they are planning to come back to us for the evenings of Tuesday and 
Thursday to perform and entertain us all. 
 
End of year reports will be going out on Friday 19th at the end of the day. This is also the time when 
next year staffing allocations will be shared with the children and yourselves. We will round off the day 
with our Leavers Disco organised as always by the PTA.  After the disappointment of having to postpone 
the Summer Fair because of the weather, the PTA will be running some of the stalls during the disco.  
So please make sure you bring your pennies with you! Money will need to be spent. Refreshments will 
include wine and beer to help the evening be lubricated. 
 
Looking forward to seeing most of you next week, I wish you a happy weekend 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Krys Kuzminska  
 
 

HOUSE COMPETITION 
 

KLEE BRETT CAUTLEY 

160 280 260 
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OUT AND ABOUT 
 
EYFS 
This week we have been finding out a lot of interesting facts about 'bees'. We have made our own bees 
ensuring they have the right number of body parts, which included doubling and measuring.  
 
We have looked at the life cycle of a bee and noticed similarities with other insects. We made honey 
sandwiches and most of us thought that the honey was really delicious. We are really looking forward 
to the visit of a beekeeper in our school on Monday afternoon and are hoping to see bees in an 
observation hive, which is completely closed but fascinating to see. We have found out that bees are 
very important to humans as they pollinate plants and help them grow.  
 
Our science experiment involved eating 'cheesy puffs' and then we pretended to be bees going from 
flower to flower. We could see how we left crumbs on each flower and this helped us to understand 
the pollination process. We are learning some lovely bee songs with some catchy tunes and the children 
enjoyed listening to the story of 'Billy no Buzz', which made us think about how to be a good friend.  
 
The children demonstrated great empathy for the story character that needed help and made us feel 
very proud of them. We are still making the most of the weather and our outdoor provision and the 
children just generally like playing together outside. 
 
The children are also beginning to spend some time in their new classrooms and shall continue to do 
so next week, giving children the opportunity for a smooth transition into the next class. 
Mrs J Partridge/Mrs C Lembke-Davies 
 
CLASS 1 
In English this week we have been looking at how to extend our sentences using conjunctions including 
the words and, because and so. We were blown away with how well the children were able to do this. 
We had some wonderful descriptions about a mode of transport they had created including the 
‘loveheart bike’ and the ‘sun and star camper-van’. We have also written some super poems about 
Beegu, drawing upon events and language choices. 
 
In maths we revisited fractions which the children have found quite challenging, especially identifying 
a quarter. They did persevere with it and fractioning the chocolate helped! We then made connections 
between arrays and counting larger numbers using multiples to support counting accurately.   
 
In Science we went around the village as Tree Detectives. We identified eleven trees by looking closely 
at their leaves. 
 
To extend our search further we began to group the trees by evergreen and deciduous, using a check 
list of their characteristics. Wow! An extra bonus during our investigations was to see the windmill 
working, which we were all most impressed by – we had an amazing afternoon! 
 

Mrs L Haynes/Mrs K Howard 
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CLASS 2 
This week we have been working on fractions in maths, starting to look at equivalent fractions and 
putting fractions on a number line.  
 
In English, we have been focusing on alliteration and using this to make an exciting shape poem. We've 
really enjoyed doing our writing in an unusual way, not straight lines this week! 
 
In science, we have continued our plant experiment and also looked at habitats and how animals and 
people are adapted to living in different environments. 
 
In topic we have tried to imagine how the native people felt when Christopher Columbus arrived on 
their shores. We have of course also been making and testing our boats, we have had some great 
successes and some wonderful problem solving and redesigning where there were problems.  
 

 
Miss M Hamish-Wilson 
 
CLASS 3 
Year 3 have had a good week. In maths we have continued with division, really focusing upon the 
different methods to work out division calculations. The children have a really good understanding 
of how to divide now, despite it being a tricky area. 
 
In Science this week the children have been observing their plants. They have had some great 
discussions around why their plants might not be growing as well as others, showing they are working 
scientifically and showing a real interest in the subject. 
 
Finally, we had a visitor come into school yesterday to speak to the children about different foods from 
countries within Europe. It was really engaging and the children really enjoyed exploring and learning 
about the variety of food that comes from all over Europe into this country. 

 
Mr M Woods 
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CLASS 4 
After last week it seemed really quiet this week! However, still lots of learning going on. 
 
In Maths we have been learning about calculating money and this has raised a few issues. Please could 
I ask over the Summer Holidays that your children at some point are given the opportunity to pay for 
things and work out the change. Also, that they are able to look at as many different sterling coins and 
notes in order to help them with familiarisation. 
 
In English we are finishing off work of the Kapok Tree and wrote a play script for the last scene with 
the children making up their own ending. We looked at the ethical issues behind deforestation of the 
Amazon rainforest and took part in a conscience alley debate. This is where half the children agree with 
deforestation and the other half are against it. One child walks down listening to the different reasons 
given on both sides and then makes a decision on which side of the argument they agree with based 
on this. 
 
In Science we are continuing with two different topics; regarding “habitat”, we went on an invertebrate 
hunt in the orchard and for “sound” we looked at how to change the pitch using different instruments.  
 
The children have decided amongst themselves who is to take home their large DT projects …. Who 
are the lucky parents!  
Mrs D Mason 
 
CLASS 5 
Year 5 have had a positive week. In maths they have been learning about reflection and symmetry. 
 
In English we have been finishing our reading text Beowulf, looking at speech and how to write a diary 
from the perspective of Beowulf himself. 
 
In DT we are attending to finish our Viking longhouses, covering with artificial turf. 
 
In PE we have been practicing our relay skills.  
 
Finally, in French we have been learning about the weather, presenting weather forecasts in French. 
Have a lovely weekend 
Mr J Vernon 
 
CLASS 6 
Year 6 had an amazing time at residential this week. We have tried zorbing, paddle boarding, dragon 
boating, sailing, rolling down the hill, played rounders, cricket, football, orientating, bush craft, cleaning 
skills and tidying our mess ...... giving Ms Monteiro a headache and above all, we had the fun we all 
deserved after our hard work this year!  

 

Ms R Monteiro 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
End of Year Leaver’s Service 
You are welcome to join us in church from 2pm for the End of Year Leaver’s Service on Wednesday 
24th July 2019. You can take your child straight home from church after the service ends. Any children 
not collected from church will, of course, be brought back to school and you can pick them up at the 
usual time.  
 
Any children bringing a packed lunch into school on this day, please can all food items be provided in 
a disposable bag. 
 
Quainton School Transition Day  
Just a reminder that Transition Day will be taking place on Monday 22nd July 2019. Children will be 
spending the morning in their new classrooms and meeting their teachers for September. 
 
STEMkids Club 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Eleanor from the STEMkids team for running a fabulous club 
over this summer term. We have all learned a huge amount, from the physics behind fidget spinners 
to the chemistry of slime and the motion laws of air propelled vehicles. I think my personal favourites 
had to be the electric buzzer games and the vibrating bugs!  
 
The children who took part have been fabulous and I think have all finished the term very inspired, 
which is excellent. It wasn’t always easy, we did have a few frustrations along the way (the laws of 
sellotape sticking to itself and nothing else still baffle us all) but I think it is safe to say we all had great 
fun and made some super creations. 
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Road Safety in the village 
As you know, the safety of our children is paramount. Recently we have noticed an increase in traffic 
outside the school at the beginning and end of the school day. Please be extra vigilant when walking 
your children along Station Road and Lower Street and use please use the pavements. 
 
Different Class School wear 
 
Please find below some information on our services which we hope you will find useful, full details of 
these can also be found on our brand-new website 
 
Online Payments 
Please be aware when making online orders – payments to Different Class will show as Tee-Tree 
Apparel on your bank statement.  
 
Postal Orders 
All postal orders are now sent via Royal Mail on a 48-hour tracked service. Please note we will not be 
able to track the order until the 48 hours have passed.  
 
Orders placed before 2pm will be picked and shipped the same day. During the summer period, please 
allow 5-7 days for your order to be processed.  
 
Last delivery into school 
The last delivery into school before the summer holidays will be Wednesday 17th July 2019, we will then 
recommence delivery on Wednesday 11th September 2019.  
 
There will be no delivery into school on WEDNESDAY 3rd or THURSDAY 4th July as we attend school 
induction days.  
 
** Please note that any ship to school orders placed after Sunday 14th July will not be 
shipped into school until the 11th September. Please bare this in mind whilst placing your 
orders online as we are unable to change the delivery method once the order is 
processed** 
 
Different Class and The Environment  
We at Different Class believe that it is crucial to consider the environment as much as possible in all 
our processes. As such, we would like to share some news about our plans to reduce our environmental 
impact, starting with reducing our use of plastic bags. The world is currently producing nearly 300 
million tons of plastic each year - a significant amount of which will end up in the oceans. 
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https://www.differentclassschoolwear.co.uk/pages/different-class-the-enviroment/ 
We will no longer be issuing paper delivery notes. For refunds and exchanges, please refer to our policy 
on our website.  https://www.differentclassschoolwear.co.uk/pages/delivery-and-returns 
 
Summer Opening & New Showroom 

  
 
During the summer holiday’s our brand-new showroom will be open Monday – Friday from 9:00am-
5:30pm. We will open some adhoc Saturdays throughout this period – these will be announced on our 
website nearer the time. 
 
Please note whilst you are able to pop along and purchase uniform, should you wish to have a fitting 
then you will need to make a dedicated fitting appointment via our online booking form 
https://www.differentclassschoolwear.co.uk/booking. Please note we will not be taking fitting 
appointments over the telephone.  This will ensure you will have a dedicated member of staff to assist 
you throughout and avoid any delays. Our first available appointments will be 9:30am and the last at 
4:30pm.  
During this period, we also offer a “click and collect” option for uniform purchased online. You will 
be notified by email once your order is ready for collection. You can of course choose to have your 
items delivered to your home or place of work for convenience. 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL Period July – August  
 
During the BACK TO SCHOOL period, the lead times for orders increases considerably due to the 
increased volume of orders. During this period, it may take 7-10 days until you receive your order. 
The 7-10 days lead time will also apply to Click and Collect orders. We are unable to advise on 
possible lead times over the phone. We aim to beat these delivery times and you will always be 
notified by Different Class by email when your order is dispatched and then notified by Royal Mail 
when your order is on its way. Please note once an order has been processed, we are unable to 
amend the order or delivery options via email or telephone, so please consider this when placing your 
order.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.differentclassschoolwear.co.uk/pages/different-class-the-enviroment/
https://www.differentclassschoolwear.co.uk/pages/delivery-and-returns
https://www.differentclassschoolwear.co.uk/booking
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What a busy year it has been!   
As all parents, carers and teachers change gears to start summer holiday preparations, and the 
academic year ends the committee would genuinely like to thank everyone for volunteering, 
contributing, participating, attending and generally supporting your PTA.  
 
The PTA exists to enrich our children's education and experience of school in ways that our school 
couldn't fund.  We are proud to have been able to ensure the continuity of annual commitments (history 
off the page events, pantomime, Christmas dinner, Easter egg hunt, leaver's books and reception class 
book bags for example).  Furthermore, we have been able to do our bit in supporting the sporting focus 
of the school with the purchase of the mower to enable the field to be maintained under the direct 
control of the school.  
 
Reflecting on the year, we were extremely pleased with the success of our traditional events, such as 
the Christmas fair, school discos, and film nights, but thrilled with the support of some new activities 
and the return of others: the summer treasure hunt, the Easter fun day, 100 club, clothes collection 
and the bingo and pudding night.  There were some disappointments too, but we hope that everyone 
has had an opportunity to get involved and to have some fun. 
 

And it's not over yet!   
 
On Saturday 13th July is Quaintfest, our annual village 
music and beer festival.   The fun starts at 1pm on  The 
Green and the PTA will have a stall with some activities 
to occupy the children.  This will be manned by 
volunteers giving 30 minutes each: it will be open for a 
long as we have volunteers to run it! 
 
 
Our final event of the year is the Leaver's Disco on  
Friday 19th July - complete with traditional year 6 send 

off!  Remember to bring in a tombola prize in exchange for the children leaving their uniform on the 
floor and having a Mufti day on the Friday.  Plus we will be drawing the summer raffle so you have one 
more week to purchase your tickets.  More are available from a PTA member or from the school office. 
 
As always, volunteers for Quaintfest and to help at the Disco are needed.  Contact a PTA 
member or email quainton.pta@gmail.com to find out how you can help. 
 
Finally, the PTA would like to extend our best wishes to Mrs Kuzminska and to thank her for her support 
and encouragement of our school.     
 
We hope everyone has a happy and fun-filled summer holiday! 
 
The PTA 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 
 

9th – 12th 
July 

Residential Year 6  

12th July Swimming -  Year 4 Session owed  

16th July Performance Year 5 & 6  

18th July Performance Year 5 & 6  

19th July  Summer Disco   

22nd July Quainton School Transition Day  

24th July  End of Leavers Service 2pm 

25th July Start of summer holidays School closed for pupils 

2nd – 3rd 
September 

Inset Days School closed for pupils 

4th 
September 

School Resumes 8.55am 

 


