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Quainton C of E School – Newsletter Friday 8th February 2019 
 
The value for this half term is:  
 

Thankfulness 

That my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks 

to you forever! 
Psalm 30:12 
 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

I hope you all enjoyed the snow day with your children. The cancelled Glow Disco will be 
rescheduled by the PTA and Mr Vernon will pass on any news on a rescheduling of the Cross 
Country event that should have taken place on Saturday. 
 
Over the last 2 weeks I have been showing round lots of visitors who are considering applying 
for the headship of our school. I have to share with you that, unsolicited, they have all 
commented on how well behaved the children are, been impressed by the standards of work 
they have seen in classes, and the obvious progress the school has made from what they have 
read in the Ofsted report.  Hopefully the governors quest to secure the future leadership of 
the school will have success soon. 
 
We are delighted to welcome back Miss Newton from her maternity leave. She has today, 
bravely handed over her baby, Bradley, to a childminder and come back to man our office.  
Whilst I know she will be immediately familiar to many of you, there are also lots of new 
parents and children who have not met her before. I am sure you will all be happy to find her 
cheerful and helpful manner ready to assist you. 
 
Sadly, I have become concerned by the rather large number of children who are late in the 
mornings.  I know we have had fun and games with road closures and the constant hassle of 
parking but the numbers have escalated far too much. Whilst I am aware that it is mostly the 
same children nearly every day, I thought it best to alert everybody that we always have to 
record children as late, and those records are checked by the educational welfare officers at 
County.  Also we have had a large increase in parents asking to collect children early in the 
afternoon for sometimes very frivolous reasons.  Again, we have to record all such pick-ups as 
these can only be permitted in exceptional circumstances.  Finally we also have a few parents 
who are regularly late to pick up after the school day, preventing the teachers from their after 
school work, and meetings, whilst they wait with the child. Sadly, I will be therefore having to 
monitor timekeeping far more strictly and challenge infringements. 
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On a more pleasant note, Parents Consultation Evening letters will go out next week BUT 
please note a change in procedure!  You will get a letter for every child not just one for the 
whole family.  Every one of your children needs to return your time request slip to their teacher.  
There is a space for you to indicate any siblings and their class, so that the teachers can liaise 
timings to accommodate you as close to your wishes as possible. Requests for specific times 
will be allocated strictly on a first come first served basis. 
 
Next week we start Monday with a visit from Elizabeth Cann,  international badminton star             
who will run the sponsored fitness festival with each class and then take an assembly with the 
whole school.  We can again thank Mr Vernon for arranging this exciting visit to us at Quainton.  
We hope it will inspire children to maybe take up an interest in yet another sport.  
 
Looking forward to the last week before half term break. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Krys Kuzminska 
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HOUSE COMPETITION 
 

KLEE BRETT CAUTLEY 

60 120 320 

 
 
OUT AND ABOUT 

 
EYFS 
Our story focus this week has been Jack and the Beanstalk. The children have consolidated their 
mathematical language of tall and short with lots of beanstalk activities. They have built lots of towers 
with different blocks, inside and outside the class. The children have created lovely paintings of 
beanstalks with shape castles at the top, with clouds of course. The role play was the giants castle with 
the golden egg and coins being very popular. We extended the role play to the writing area and created 
a market stall with real money and lots of opportunities to write labels for the produce.  
 
The children found some magic, gold beans in the class and a note from Jack. The spare beans were 
the writing interest with the children writing their wish if the magic bean grew. We are expecting a few 
dirt bikes, a unicorn and some mermaids. The children have planted a runner bean and we are keeping 
them on the windowsill where we can look after them. 
We are wondering whose will grow the tallest. 
 
This week we have been celebrating Chinese New Year. We listened to some Chinese dragon dance 
music and then made up our very own, using drums and cymbals. 
We had fun with the musical instruments and took turns leading the dragon dance. We enjoyed tasting 
some traditional Chinese food, explored the lucky number 8 and gave red envelopes with our good 
wishes to each other. 
We also found out about the zodiac calendar and in what order the animals came in the story of the 
‘Great Race’. 

Mrs J Partridge/Mrs C Lembke-Davies 
 
CLASS 1 
Year 1 put on their wellies and wrapped up warm on Monday for their walk up to the park, where we 
made notes on the playground equipment. We collected a range of adjectives to use in the following 
lesson, writing a review on the venue. The children were able to write down their opinions and overall 
we concluded it was a pretty good park! 
 
With great excitement, we have made our own robots influenced by our focus book in English. We will 
use our robots to inspire our own stories in the coming weeks. 
When making our robots we considered the materials linking with our science topic. 
 
In maths, we have continued to look at weight and mass. We predicted and measured various items 
on the balance scales using unifix as a non-standard unit of measurement. We found Mr Scanlon’s 
packet of biscuits weighed 88 unifix…. Although it wouldn’t have by the end of the day! 
We have also continued to solve real life problems involving addition and subtraction. 
 
We began a new dance sequence in P.E about the seasons and the changing weather, quite appropriate 
this week! The children’s facial expressions were fantastic and they are looking forward to developing 
it next week. 
 
This week we have finished our work on weight and mass. The children were very good at reading the 
weighing scales, identifying to the nearest kilogram and even began to discuss half a kilogram. They 
really enjoyed estimating and weighing different objects from around the classroom. 
 
In English, we have been busy we have been busy planning and writing poems ready to enter a 
competition called Poetry Patrol. The competition has some great p[prizes for the school and the pupils. 
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The children were asked to write either an acrostic or a senses poem. We decided to base the poems 
on winter and snow, given the recent weather. We have produced some fantastic poems so fingers 
crossed the judges think so too! 
 
We have finished reading the Robot and the Bluebird, with children making predictions and giving their 
own opinions on the story ending.  
 
We also continued the poetry writing theme, with children writing poems about the garden the robot 
entered. We have been most impressed by the objectives and verb choices included in the poems.  
 
On Tuesday we took part in Safer Internet Day. During our computing lesson we looked at different 
scenarios when playing online games and then discussed what to do if we were unsure about something 
whilst on the internet. Children were able to identify the best option was to always ask and adult to 
help them. 
Mrs L Haynes/Mrs K Howard 
 
CLASS 2 
We have been working very hard over the last few weeks, finishing off our book Zeraffa Giraffa. We 
have been writing speech and thinking about the character interactions, solving the problem of where 
a giraffe would live in 19th century Paris and this week we have concluded by writing our own stories 
about animals travelling on a long journey. In maths we have been learning about statistics and data 
handling with various types of charts and diagrams and we have been asking and answering questions 
about the information shown.  
Our topic work has focused on The Crimean War, and we now know about Florence Nightingale and 
Mary Seacole. We were very surprised to discover how different their experiences before, during and 
after the conflict were.  
In science, we have learned the difference between need and want and then thought about what all 
animals including humans actually need to survive. We have then focused in on specific animals and 
looked at how they get all of these things.  

Miss M Hamish-Wilson 
 
CLASS 3 
Year 3 have been looking at fractions in maths this week. We have been ordering fractions and unit 
fractions, and looking at how we can order fractions with different denominators.  
In English, we have been creating our poetry toolbox. The children have been learning about the 
various things we can use to create a really interesting poem. 
In science, the children have been putting together their own skeleton, labelling the bones we have in 
our body. 
 
We have also been looking at how to structure our poems, making sure the lines are short and they 
are not set out like a story. By the end of this week the children will have written their very own poem 
for the competition, which they will edit and improve, ready to be sent off next week.  
I am very proud of how enthused they have been and at some of the amazing ideas the children have 
portrayed. I am sure they will share their work with you. We have also started making our tombs. 
Thank you for sending in your child with boxes and spares in case some were not able to get one. They 
are looking outstanding! The children have really captured their creative side and thought about how 
an Ancient Egyptian tomb would have looked.  
Mr M Woods 
 
CLASS 4 
In maths, we have been doing work on factions. In English, we have been writing persuasive letters, 
diaries and looking at use of descriptive language in grammer.  
 
In Science, we used various fizzy drinks to investigate which had the most carbon dioxide – followed 
by tasting them! 
 
In topic, we carried out experiments to see how different types of mountains had formed.  
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Finally, we celebrated the Chinese New Year.  
Mrs D Mason 
 
CLASS 5 
Maths has been all about division this week - learning and practising our short division involving 
remainders and decimals.  
The Adventures of Odysseus have continued in English; the children have written a diary extract as 
Odysseus and additionally participated in a debate using an Athenian democratic approach to decide 
the winner.  
In PE, the children have started a series of gymnastics lessons - learning rolls, stag jumps and split 
leaps! 
In ICT, we have continued creating our Greek adventure stories through power points.   
In science, we tested different materials to see if they were translucent, transparent or opaque. 
 
Fantastic learning in Year 5 this week. In maths, we have been adding and subtracting fractions with 
different denominators. We have continued with our class read - The Adventures of Odysseus - in 
English.  The children have written a piece of dialogue, focusing on accurate punctuation.  We are now 
planning an alternative ending for the story.  
During PSHE, we have explored the use of plastic in our society and the children have pledged to use 
less in their everyday lives.  
In PE, the children have been vaulting and cartwheeling during our gymnastics sessions.   
Don't forget on Monday we have our sponsored fitness festival with Elizabeth Cann, an international 
badminton player. 
Have a fantastic weekend. 

Mr J Vernon 
                                        
CLASS 6 
Year 6 started a new book called The Promise by Nicola Davies. They have created their own scripts 
and afterwards they are going to be showing their drama skills by creating a readers theatre in class. 
Later on, they will be producing a short film during computing lessons inspired in this book. 
 
We wrote some poems in groups about this lifeless city...You can read one of the examples. 
 

 
 
 
Year 6 started to write a script for their documentary about some themes that are concerning the world 
at the moment. An example is the use of plastic that is killing 100,000 species per year. 
Year 6 has been investigating about endangered animals, deforestation and why do we use plastic.  
They are enjoying their new book The Promise, by Nicola Davies.  
In Maths, we have been investigating about Mass.  
In PSHE, we discussed the Internet Safety Day and we created our own slogan of what would be the 
appropriate age to join social media. 
Ms R Monteiro 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
We are pleased to say that we now have a live school calendar on the website – this is now visible on 
all devices. Please access through http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk, and select Calendar. We 
will continue to share dates on the newsletter too. Additionally, you can find out about upcoming events 
on our Facebook page: search for Quainton C of E Primary School. 
 
QUAINTON CHILDMINDER 
My Name is Katie Wiseman I am a newly appointed Ofsted Childminder. I have 15 years experience 
working as a Paediatric Nurse. I have three children and live within walking distance of the village 
school. I will have spaces available from February 2019. I am able to provide daytime care and offer 
before/after school care for children attending Quainton School. 
For further information or to discuss your childcare needs please give me a call on 
07875235700 or you can email me at katiewiseman@hotmail.co.uk. 

 
HEADLICE 
Head lice have been reported in school, so could you please check your child's hair regularly 
and treat them accordingly. It is the only way to keep the infestation under control. 
 
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
The money raised for Children’s Society through Christingle was £196.89. A very big thank you to all 
parents and children for your help and support. 
 
BASKETBALL 
On Monday, the Year 3/4 basketball team played in the finals of the Buckingham Schools 
Partnership. The team played with incredible heart and skill and achieved a highly commendable 5th 
position. We are very proud of this achievement, especially taking into account how many Year 3 
children were playing against older children. What was also fantastic was the support of the parents - 
I may be slightly bias but no set of parents cheer quite as loud as ours!  
 
Well done to all involved, parents, staff and all of the children! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk/
mailto:katiewiseman@hotmail.co.uk
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PTA NEWS 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
Family Bingo and Pudding Night - Saturday 2nd March 
Family fun night. Everyone brings a pudding to share and we will provide the Bingo! 6:00 - 8:00pm 
 
Theatre Trip - Tuesday 19th March 
We have secured a number of tickets for The Bodyguard showing at 7:30pm at Milton Keynes 
Theatre. Group ticket reduction makes it only £27 each. This is a fantastic opportunity to see a brilliant 
show as well as spend a bit of time together away from the school gates. Feel free to invite friends and 
family! (Please be aware there is an age guidance of 10+ for this show) please e-
mail quainton.pta@gmail.com by Friday 8th February to reserve your tickets. 
 
Film Night - Friday 29th March 
Put the date in your diary, details TBC 
 
Easter Egg Hunt - Thursday 4th April 
Our annual sponsored Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Thursday 4th April - More details to follow. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
We are currently in the process of finding a new supplier. In the meantime, school jumpers/cardigans 
can be provided by the PTA in return for a donation. Alternatively, you can purchase a red 
jumper/cardigan from most supermarkets. 
 
START OF SCHOOL 
Please make sure your child arrives to school by 8.50am promptly each day. School starts at 8.55am 
followed by registration. Any child arriving after this time will be marked in late. 
 
BREAKFAST CLUB 
Please note that if you wish your child to attend breakfast club you will need to use Parent 
Pay to register your child with payment. We can add them to Parent Pay on your behalf but 
require notification by 3.30pm the night before unless it is an emergency. Thank you for your attention 
and support. If you have any problems please contact the school office. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:quainton.pta@gmail.com
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CLUBS 

 
Clubs start on Monday – please see below ‘Out of School Activities’ sheet for reference. 

 
OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES – SPRING TERM 2019 

 
The following school – organised activities will take place at school in the Spring Term, 

dates as indicated below 
 

 
ACTIVITY  

 

 
STAFF 

  
YEAR 

 
DAY 

 

 
TIME 

 
 START/FINISH 

 
EXTRA INFO 

       

 
Indoor football 

 
& 
 

Sport 4 All 

 
Hercules 

Sport 
 

 
1/2/3/4 

 
Mondays 

 
3:30-
4:30 

 
14th January -11th 

February 2019 
 

25th February -25th March 
2019 

 

 
HS: App Form: 

£24.00 per 
course. 

Pay online 

 
Rugby 

(non-contact) 
Northampton 

Saints 

 
Northampto

n Saints 
 

 
3/4/5/6 

 
Tuesdays 

 
3:15-
4:15 

 
15th January – 26th 

March 2019 

 
Parent Pay 

£25.00 

 
Street Dance 

 
Premier 
Sports 

 

 
3/4/5/6 

 
Wednesda
ys (am) 

 
8:00-
8:50 

 
16th January – 3rd April 

2019 
(no club 13 March INSET 

day) 

 
Parent Pay 

£25.00 

 
Dodgeball 

 
Hercules 

Sport 
 

 
3/4/5/6 

 
Wednesda

ys 

 
3.15-
4.15 

 
16th January –  
3rd April 2019 

(no club 13 March INSET 
day) 

 
Parent Pay 

£25.00 

 
Archery 

 

 
Premier 
Sports 

 
KS1 

 
Thursdays  

 
3:15-
4:15 

 

 
 17th January – 28th 

March 2019 

 
Parent Pay 

£25.00 

 
Fencing 

 

 
Premier 
Sports 

 
3/4/5/6 

 
Fridays 

 
3:15-
4:15 

 
18th January – 29th 

March 2019 

 
Parent Pay 

£25.00 

 

 
 
It is not too late to join. Please contact the office for 
information. 
 
 

 
 

 



2018-2019                           Helping each other to be the best we can be. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SPRING TERM 2019 
 
 

11th February Top Athlete Elizabeth Cann in 
school 

 

13th February Family Worship (all welcome to 
attend) 

9.05am 

13th February KS2 Dance Show at 
Waddesdon school 

3.45 – 5:30pm 

15h February Swimming – Year 4  

15th February Finish for half term  

18th – 22nd February  Half term School closed for pupils 

25th February School Resumes 8.55am 

27th February Family Worship (all welcome to 
attend) 

9.05am 

1st March Swimming – Year 4  

1st March Book fair in all week  

2nd March Family Bingo & Pudding Night 
(PTA) 

6 – 8pm 

5th March Parents Evening 3.30 – 6.30pm 

7th March Parents Evening 4.30 – 7.30pm 

7th March World Book Day TBC 

8th March Swimming – Year 4  

13th March INSET DAY School closed for pupils 

15th March Comic Relief Day TBC 

15th March Swimming – Year 4  

18th March Year 2 – Blenheim Palace  TBC 

19th March Theatre trip (PTA) 7.30pm 

22nd March Swimming – Year 4  

29th March  Mother’s Day Assembly KS1 am 

29th March Film Night (PTA) TBC 

2nd April Year 3 & 4 Performance TBC 

4th April Year 3 & 4 Performance TBC 

4th April Easter Egg hunt - PTA  

5th April Church service – all welcome 
to attend 

2pm 

8th – 22nd April Easter Holidays School closed for pupils 

23rd April  Inset Day  

24th April School Resumes 8.55am 

26th April Swimming – Year 3  

3rd May Swimming – Year 3  

6th May Bank Holiday School closed for pupils 

10th May Swimming – Year 3  

17th May Swimming – Year 3  

24th May Swimming – Year 3  

27th – 31st May Half Term School closed for pupils 

3rd June Inset Day School closed for pupils 

4th June School Resumes 8.55am 
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7th June Swimming – Year 3  

14th June Swimming – Year 3  

17th June Father’s Day activities am 

21st June Swimming – Year 3  

28th June Swimming – Year 3  

1st July Transition Day  

2nd July Transition Day  

1st – 3rd July Residential – Year 4  

5th July Swimming – Year 3  

9th – 12th July Residential Year 6  

16th July Performance Year 5 & 6 TBC 

18th July Performance Year 5 & 6 TBC 

25th July Start of summer holidays School closed for pupils 

2nd – 3rd September Inset Days School closed for pupils 

4th September School Resumes 8.55am 
 


