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Quainton C of E School – Newsletter Friday 11th January 2019 
 
The value for this half term is: Thankfulness 
 

When the Magi saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

And when they came into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 

mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their 

treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 
 
Matthew: ch2. V10-11 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
My goodness another week has flown by and again so much to report! 
 
We had a monitoring visit from Helen Smith, the Early Years Advisor, who came and spent a morning 
in Foundation Class.  The staff and children demonstrated what good provisions we have.  The report 
is full of praise.  The quality of teaching and experiences offered to the children are so good.  The 
interactions of the staff with the children excellent and the children so well behaved, engaged and 
making good progress on all fronts.  I have been proved justified for saying that I would be delighted 
to have my grandchildren here at Quainton, if only they lived in the area.  She commented on how 
nurtured the children are.  She met with all the team, Mrs Tinto, Mrs Lembke-Davis, Mrs Crockett and 
also Mrs Partridge who will be taking over whilst Mrs Tinto is on maternity leave. 
 
The Open Morning went very well and visiting parents were full of praise for the children they saw in 
classrooms as well as being very positive about the school overall.  The deadline for applications for 
entry into Foundation next September is next Tuesday 15 January at 3.00pm.  In Year transfer 
(moving schools) can obviously happen at any time. 
 
The Teaching Assistants had a further training session on targeting support and challenge effectively 
so that they can improve children’s learning in intervention groups and in the classroom alongside the 
teachers. 
 
Years 3 and 4 had an Egyptian fest.  Year 4 went to the Ashmolean museum and Year 3 had an 
Egyptian History Off the Page day her in school.  Studying the Egyptians is part of the Year 3 history 
curriculum but the current Year 4s did not cover that last year so they are studying it this year 
ensuring that they will have full coverage of the New National Curriculum. 
 
Finally, can I draw you attention to the INSET day scheduled on Wednesday 13th March.  The 
teachers and staff will be having training and the children do not come to school that day. 
 
Kind Regards 
Krys Kuzminska 
Interim Headteacher 
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HOUSE COMPETITION 
 

KLEE BRETT CAUTLEY 

60 80 60 

 
OUT AND ABOUT 

 
EYFS 
Reception have started their topic on traditional tales. They have enjoyed collaboratively making the 
role-play into a bakery. 
 
In literacy, they have retold the story of the Gingerbread man and created a new ending for the story. 
They have also written a shopping list of ingredients for making a Gingerbread man and followed a 
recipe to make their own delicious Gingerbread person.  
 
In Maths, we have continued to look at numbers. Counting, recognising and writing numbers to 20.  
Reception have also enjoyed completing some Science experiments with gingerbread men. 
Investigating new ways for the Gingerbread man to cross the river (junk modelling rafts), investigating 
why the Gingerbread man doesn't like water and looking at how a Gingerbread man reacts in different 
liquids (vinegar, oil, juice and water).  
Mrs G Tinto/Mrs C Lembke-Davies 
 
CLASS 1 
It was wonderful to hear all about what the children had been up to over the Christmas break and it 
certainly sounded like it had been a fun-packed two weeks! After a lot of discussion Class One wrote 
some fantastic recounts, focusing on composing sentences orally before writing them down.  
 
In Maths we have begun to look at the names of 3-D shapes and went on a shape hunt to find 
everyday objects for each shape.   
 
Children have also been using their knowledge of counting in 2's and 5's to make sets of 
numbers.  Transferring their understanding of this to the next stage was challenging and the children 
persevered and are now able to describe their sets in a sentence: 5 sets of 2 makes 10 or 3 sets of 5 
makes 15.  Well done everyone. 
 
In computing we have learned how to program an onscreen app called BeeBot, and begun to debug 
the instructions when the turtle did not reach the intended destination. It was quite tricky!  
 
A great start to 2019, well done Class One!  
Mrs L Haynes/Mrs K Howard 
 
CLASS 2 
It has been a quiet week in Year 2 this week, but we have started lots of new topics. We introduced 
our history topic 'Significant people in the past' by thinking about the different kinds of people we want 
to learn about including authors, scientists, explorers and politicians and we are excited to see how 
lives have changed over time. We have started work on a new book with some story writing involving 
travelling to and from different countries and exploring links between different characters. We have 
also launched our new science topic with the exciting news of the arrival of our guinea pigs. We are 
looking forward to meeting them on Monday! 
Miss Hamish-Wilson 
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CLASS 3 
Year 3 have had a brilliant and exciting week with History off the Page coming in and creating our 
very own Ancient Egyptian city. They had lots of activities in the morning, where they were making 
clay pots, mummy's and some other brilliant Egyptian items. In the afternoon we had a feast for the 
Pharaoh and his queen. The children performed some dances and stories to the royals and ate some 
bread, grapes and cheese for their feast. In English we have been using our imagination to bring the 
items we made on Tuesday to life. Eventually we will be piecing together our work and writing a story. 
We will also be using other elements from Tuesday in different subjects over the next few weeks. 
Mr M Woods 
   

        
 

 
 
CLASS 4 
Firstly, thank you all very much for all the lovely Christmas gifts given to the staff in year 4 – they were 
very much appreciated! We hope you had a happy Christmas and have a prosperous New Year! 
 
In class, we are finishing off our topic of festivals in RE; this week the focus has been on Buddhism.  
We are learning about negative numbers in maths, mountains of Europe in topic, and are starting to 
read the ‘Iron Man’ in English. 
 
We had a fabulous day at the Ashmolean museum in Oxford, be prepared for your children to ask to 
go back again!! They loved the Egyptian section, and it was a wonderful way to finish our topic, with a 
trip to the museum. 
Mrs D Mason 
 
CLASS 5 
In Maths, Year 5 have been working with negative numbers applying them to the real world – they 
appear especially interested in money and bank balances! 
During English, we explored the Greek myth of Theseus and the Minotaur, concentrating on using 
figurative language to improve our descriptions.  
Our new topic this term is Ancient Greece and we began by exploring the geographical extent of the 
Greek empire under Alexander the Great.  We also produced some incredible Greek shields that are 
proudly on display in the hall 
Other lessons this week have included ICT – where we are exploring hyperlinks and creating 
adventure games using power point – and in PE, we have continued with our basketball skills, 
focusing on protecting the ball. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Mr J Vernon 
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CLASS 6 
Year 6 has learnt Algebra this week. 
 
They have written poems about the book The Journey by Francesca Sanna. We looked at the poem 
The Raven, by Edgar Poe and we started to explore different types of macabre vocabulary and other 
poetry writing styles. 
 
Year 6 has been learning about Living things and their habitats and they learnt how scientist classify 
different species. 
 
We played Dodgeball during PE to get ready for the festival. Ms Monteiro joined in during the PE 
lesson as she loves a competition. 
Ms R Monteiro 
 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
We are pleased to say that we now have a live school calendar on the website – this is now visible on 
all devices. Please access through http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk, and select Calendar. We 
will continue to share dates on the newsletter too. Additionally, you can find out about upcoming 
events on our Facebook page: search for Quainton C of E Primary School. 
 
SWIMMING 
Year 4 swimming will start on Friday 11th January 2019. If you have not already done so, please 
complete and return your reply slip and login to Parent Pay to process payment! Thank you 
 
START OF SCHOOL 
Please make sure your child arrives to school by 8.50am promptly each day. School starts at 8.55am 
followed by registration. Any child arriving after this time will be marked in late. 
 
BREAKFAST CLUB 
Please note that if you wish your child to attend breakfast club you will need to use Parent Pay 
to register your child with payment. We can add them to Parent Pay on your behalf but require 
notification by 3.30pm the night before unless it is an emergency. Thank you for your attention and 
support. If you have any problems please contact the school office. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PTA Coffee Morning 
We would love as many of you as possible to join us in the George and Dragon Coffee Shop on 
Thursday 17th January after the school run, around 0900. 
 
We would love to update you on our plans for events in the year ahead and give you the opportunity 
to give us some ideas of what you would like from us, or how you think we could spend the money we 
raise! 
 
Please come along and enjoy a drink on us! 
PTA Committee 
 

http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk/
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
Please note that there will be some work done around The Strand and Church Street in Quainton to 
replace a section of water pipes. This will be from Monday to Friday 7.30am to 5pm. Saturday 8am to 
2pm (if required). The work at The Strand will begin on Thursday 29th November for approximately 6 
weeks. The work on Church Street will begin on Wednesday 2nd January 2019 for approximately 4 
weeks.  
 

 
CLUBS 
Clubs start on Monday – please see below ‘Out of School Activities’ sheet for reference. 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES – SPRING TERM 2019 

 

The following school – organised activities will take place at school in the Spring Term, dates as indicated 

below 

 

 

ACTIVITY  

 

 

STAFF 

  

YEAR 

 

DAY 

 

 

TIME 

 

 START/FINISH 

 

EXTRA INFO 

       

 

Indoor football 

 

& 

 

Sport 4 All 

 

Hercules Sport 

 

 

1/2/3/4 

 

Mondays 

 

3:30-4:30 

 

14th January -11th February 

2019 

 

25th February -25th March 

2019 

 

 

HS: App Form: 

£24.00 per 

course. 

Pay online 

 

Rugby 

(non-contact) 

Northampton 

Saints 

 

Northampton 

Saints 

 

 

3/4/5/6 

 

Tuesdays 

 

3:15-4:15 

 

15th January – 26th March 

2019 

 

Parent Pay £25.00 

 

Street Dance 

 

Premier 

Sports 

 

 

3/4/5/6 

 

Wednesdays 

(am) 

 

8:00-8:50 

 

16th January – 3rd April 2019 

(no club 13 March INSET day) 

 

Parent Pay £25.00 

 

Dodgeball 

 

Hercules Sport 

 

 

3/4/5/6 

 

Wednesdays 

 

3:30-4:30 

 

16th January –  

3rd April 2019 

(no club 13 March INSET day) 

 

Parent Pay £25.00 

 

Archery 

 

 

Premier 

Sports 

 

KS1 

 

Thursdays  

 

3:15-4:15 

 

 

 17th January – 28th March 

2019 

 

Parent Pay £25.00 

 

Fencing 

 

 

Premier 

Sports 

 

3/4/5/6 

 

Fridays 

 

3:15-4:15 

 

18th January – 29th March 

2019 

 

Parent Pay £25.00 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SPRING TERM 2019 
 

15th January Year 5/6 Basketball festival  3.45 – 5:45pm 

17th January  Hot Dog Day (please do not 
book your child’s lunches) 

 

18th January Swimming – Year 4  

21st January Year 5/6 Dodgeball festival 3.45 – 5:45pm 

25th January Year 5/6 Health and Safety 
Theatre production (at school) 

3.45 – 5:45pm 

25th January  Swimming – Year 4  

1st February Swimming – Year 4  

2nd February (Saturday) KS2 cross country event at St 
Edwards Catholic Junior school. 

TBC 

6th February KS1 Dance Show at Waddesdon 
school 

3.45 – 5:00pm 

7th February Year 5/6 football vs 
Swanbourne (away) 

3.45 – 4.15pm 

8th February Swimming – Year 4  

13th February KS2 Dance Show at Waddesdon 
school 

3.45 – 5:30pm 

14th February Year 5/6 swimming festival at 
Stoke Mandeville stadium 

4.00 – 5:30pm 

15h February Swimming – Year 4  

15th February Finish for half term  

18th – 22nd February  Half term School closed for pupils 

25th February School Resumes 8.55am 

1st March Swimming – Year 4  

1st March Book fair in all week  

5th March Parents Evening 3.30 – 6.30pm 

7th March Parents Evening 4.30 – 7.30pm 

8th March Swimming – Year 4  

15th March Swimming – Year 4  

22nd March Swimming – Year 4  

29th March  Mother’s Day Assembly KS1 am 

2nd April Year 3 & 4 Performance TBC 

4th April Year 3 & 4 Performance TBC 

8th – 22nd April Easter Holidays School closed for pupils 

23rd April  Inset Day  

24th April School Resumes 8.55am 

26th April Swimming – Year 3  

3rd May Swimming – Year 3  

6th May Bank Holiday School closed for pupils 

10th May Swimming – Year 3  

17th May Swimming – Year 3  

24th May Swimming – Year 3  

27th – 31st May Half Term School closed for pupils 

3rd June Inset Day School closed for pupils 

4th June School Resumes 8.55am 

7th June Swimming – Year 3  

14th June Swimming – Year 3  

17th June Father’s Day activities am 

21st June Swimming – Year 3  

28th June Swimming – Year 3  

1st July Transition Day  

2nd July Transition Day  
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1st – 3rd July Residential – Year 4  

5th July Swimming – Year 3  

9th – 12th July Residential Year 6  

16th July Performance Year 5 & 6 TBC 

18th July Performance Year 5 & 6 TBC 

25th July Start of summer holidays School closed for pupils 

2nd – 3rd September Inset Days School closed for pupils 

4th September School Resumes 8.55am 

 


