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QUAINTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Friday 23rd November 2018 
 
The value for this half term is: 
 
HOPE 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope. 

Romans 15:13 
 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
          
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been a week of visitors. Katie Smith our Chair of Governors has been showing lots of 
potential candidates around the school. We have had an amazing response to the advertising 
for a new head teacher. Woo hoo! This is extremely encouraging because there will hopefully 
be lots of applicants enabling the governors to have a good field to choose from, but also it 
means that the school is again attractive to the outside world, confirming your and our 
estimation that we have made great improvements. I wish the governors well in their quest. 
 
We then had Mr Evans the Quainton Chair of Parish Council come and talk to the children in 
assembly. He had not been in to school for quite a while until this term when he came with 
Mrs Evans to share some of their old toys collection with Year 1 and now his assembly. We 
welcome his involvement in the school again. History of the Page for Year 1 also had a 
wonderful support from parents, who came and helped. 
 
And then, we had a very good phonics session with lots of parents of children in Foundation 
and Key Stage 1. I am delighted to see so many people getting involved in our school life.  
As well as benefitting the children, I hope it gives the opportunity to experience the real 
positive atmosphere of the school. (please see the pictures below) 
 
This Saturday sees the Nearly New Sale at the Village Hall, I have to thank you for all the 
generous contributions and particularly Mr Toop who has worked on it so enthusiastically. I 
wish it the very best success. 
 
Today saw our Mufti Day in support of the PTAs Christmas Fair next Saturday. Again thank 
you for all your generosity so far and a reminder that you may continue to contribute 
through next week. The fair has some new and novel additions this year, the elves are 
already eager to support Santa, the reindeer is waiting to meet the children and we have a 
fair ride to add to the festivities. Don’t forget those letters to Santa!!! 
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A quick heads up – we continue the tradition of wearing a Christmas jumper for the 
Christmas lunch on the 13 December. You may need to check that those last year’s 
Christmas jumpers still fit your growing children. 
 
Kind regards 
Krys Kuzminska 
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HOUSE COMPETITION 
 
 

KLEE BRETT CAUTLEY 

20 40 20 

 
 
 

OUT AND ABOUT 
 
EYFS 
Reception have been busy learning about the German light festival. They learnt a song in 
German and sang it whilst parading with lanterns through the hall. They have also learnt 
about Thanksgiving, thinking and writing about things they are thankful for. 
In Maths, they have been working on addition, comparing groups of object and adding one 
or two to a number.  
Just a reminder: Our last forest Friday of the term will take place on the 30th November. It 
will resume the first Friday of the new term - 4th January.  
Mrs G Tinto/Mrs C Lembke-Davies 
 
CLASS 1 
This week we have written some wonderful book reviews for the story ‘Curious George Visits 
the Toy Store’. Most children at the end of their review gave it a star rating of 3 out of 3, so 
we can recommend it as a good read! 
We have worked on halving problems in maths and we were mightily impressed with how 
many halving facts children now know off by heart. This is a good, quick activity to practise 
in the car or whilst on a walk. 
In computing, we produced an algorithm for a (human) robot to make a jam sandwich. It 
was a little messy but it certainly taught us the importance of using very clear and concise 
instructions. 
On Wednesday, we had a fantastic day with History Off the Page. Children had the 
opportunity to handle toys from the past in the toy museum and investigate the materials 
they were made of and find out how they were used (see the pictures below). We enjoyed 
taking part in an archaeological dig, identifying in chronological order, artefacts and old toys. 
Whilst in the afternoon the children were able to make six different toys, which would have 
been played with in the past. 
 
A huge thank you to all the mums who came to help make our day a success. 
 
Mrs K Howard/Mrs L Haynes 
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CLASS 2 
This week Year 2 have spent lots of time doing arty projects. We really enjoyed creating our 
large Titanic collages and we have been busy doing our Christmas crafts and making 
Christmas cards. In English we have finished our work on Mrs Noah's pockets by rewriting 
the story from the point of view of one of the characters and we have enjoyed sharing our 
work with each other. In maths we continue to work on our multiplication and division 
knowledge, focussing on our 5 x tables.  

Miss Hamish-Wilson 
 
EYFS, Class 1 and Class 2 have decorated baubles for Waddesdon Manor which 
will be displayed over the festive period. Please feel free to take your children 
there to have a look.  
 
CLASS 3 
Year 3 have been looking at multiples of 4 this week. We have been looking at ways to make 
finding the multiples easier. We have used arrays and doubling in particular, which the 
children have found extremely effective.  
In English, we are reporting on the Amesbury Archer. We have looked at different skills we 
need to become a reporter, such as facts and opinions, interviews and reporting itself.  
In Science, we are looking at magnet strength and the significance of the North and South 
poles of a magnet. 
Mr M Woods 
   
CLASS 4 
This week we have been really focusing on our poetry. We up-levelled our skills by having a 
simile hunt in the orchard, used paint swatch cards from B & Q to help with our description 
of colour, to name but a few! The children have written some amazing poems as a result of 
this. They have become so excited by poetry that they are keen to enter the two poetry 
competitions that I have told them about. 
In Maths, we have been looking at multiplication and ended the week by finding multiples of 
certain numbers and installing them on a Venn diagram. 
In Science, we have been organising food chains and webs. 
In DT we made our natural wood Christmas decorations. 
Mrs D Mason 
 
CLASS 5 
In Maths we have been focusing on multiples and factors. During English, we have been 
newspaper reporters investigating an alien invasion in the orchard. The children found alien 
eggs, strange unworldly footprints and unusual slime like material. Have the aliens hatched 
and infiltrated the school? We shall find out next week!   
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Science involved an investigation about friction; the children had to predict which surface 
would create the most friction. PSHE, we discussed discrimination and racism, with the 
children designing ribbons to promote awareness of racism and to help stamp it out. Have a 
lovely weekend everyone!  
 
Do not forget that next week we have two swimming session on the Thursday 
and Friday. 
Mr J Vernon 
                                        
CLASS 6 
Year 6 has been creating posters to encourage people to grow their own food in WW2. 
They had a lot of fun with their electricity investigations during Science lesson.  
 
We will be designing our own lamp, so Ms Monteiro would like parents to help with buying the 
resources children will need to build the lamp. The list will be sent home soon. 
In Maths, we have shown our endurance in completing long division word problems. 

Ms R Monteiro 
 
EYFS and KS1 Phonics Workshop: 
We would like to say a huge thank you to the parents who were able to attend our phonics 
workshop on Thursday morning. We hope you found the information helpful and enjoyed 
having the opportunity to see our phonics work in action. The children loved sharing their 
knowledge with you and showing you some of their favourite phonics activities. If you have 
any more questions or would like any further information about the phonics stage your child is 
working on, please contact their class teacher, as we are more than happy to give additional 
support and ideas if required.  

Mrs Tinto, Mrs Howard and Miss Hamish-Wilson 
 

         
 

          
 

 
We are pleased to say that we now have a live school calendar on the website – 
please note that this is not visible on phones at present but we are working on 
solving this issue. Please access through our 
website, http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk, and select News & Events then 
Calendar. We will continue to share dates on the newsletter too. 

http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk/
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Additionally, you can find out about upcoming events on our Facebook page. 
Search for Quainton C of E Primary School. 
 
CHRISTMAS MEAL 
Please complete the Christmas meal form for your child/children, if you have not already 
done so, and return to the school office as possible. 
 
CHILDREN IN NEED 
We managed to raise £132 last Friday for Children in Need. So well done to all staff and 
children! 
 
PARENT MECHANICS 
If there are any parents who are mechanics, please contact the school office. We would love 
to talk to you. 
 
PTA NEWS 
If you are sorting out your Christmas decorations soon, please pass any decorations, lights 
and trees you no longer want to reception for the PTA to collect. Many thanks. 
 
The PTA is now looking ahead to Christmas and is busy organising the Christmas Fair for 
Saturday 1st December 11am – 2pm. 
 
Christmas Fair 
Remember, the Christmas Fair for Saturday 1st December 11am – 2pm. 
Please look out for a volunteer signup sheet at the school gates. If you were able to help run 
a stall on the day, it would be much appreciated! 
 
If you are a local business or know someone who would like a stall on the day, please leave 
your details with the school reception and a member of the PTA will be in touch. 
 
We will be having a Cake Auction at the fair, so if you were a budding baker, we would love 
a cake donation to auction off at the fair. 
 
We will be deciding on a film for the Christmas Film night after school on 14th December 
soon. If you have any suggestions, please let a member of the PTA or Miss Monteiro know. 
 
Coming soon... 
Your child should have brought home some raffle tickets. Please sell as many as you can to 
friends and family and return any stubs and unused tickets. 
 
Letters to Santa. 
Children will have the opportunity to write a letter to Santa and receive a letter in return. The 
letters can be posted as from Monday in the Christmas post box, which Santa left in the 
school office. 
                                                                                 
As mentioned last week... 
If you are sorting out your Christmas decorations soon, please pass any decorations, lights 
and trees you no longer want to reception for the PTA to collect. 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Christmas lunch is on Thursday 13th December 2018. Children can come in wearing 
something Christmassy e.g., a Christmas hat, Christmas jumper etc. Please note this is not a 
mufti day so children should be wearing their grey school trousers/skirts. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Please make sure all items of school clothing are labelled. We have many un-named clothing 
items collecting up again in the office area. 
 
START OF SCHOOL 
Please make sure your child arrives to school by 8.50am promptly each day. School starts at 
8.55am followed by registration. Any child arriving after this time will be marked in late. 
 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Family Worship is every Wednesday morning t 9.05am. All are welcome to attend.  
 
NUTS 
Please do not send your child in to school with any sort of nuts. We have children in school 
who have severe nut allergies. 
 
BREAKFAST CLUB 
Just a reminder for the parents/carers that breakfast clubs starts at 8am and finishes at 
8.45am but breakfast, is only served until 8.30am. 
 
Please note that if you wish your child to attend breakfast club you will need to 
use Parent Pay to register your child with payment. We can add them to Parent 
Pay on your behalf but require notification by 3.30pm the night before unless it is 
an emergency. Thank you for your attention and support. If you have any 
problems please contact the school office. 
 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Please note that there will be some work done around The Strand and Church Street in 
Quainton to replace a section of water pipes. This will be from Monday to Friday 7.30am to 
5pm. Saturday 8am to 2pm (if required). The work at The Strand will begin on Thursday 29th 
November for approximately 6 weeks. The work on Church Street will begin on Wednesday 
2nd January 2019 for approximately 4 weeks. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 
 
 

27th November 
 

KS1 Multiskills Festival at 
Waddesdon School 

3.15pm – 5.45pm 

28th November Family Worship (all welcome 
to attend) 

9.05am 

29th & 30th November 
 

Swimming Year 5  

1st December 
 

Christmas Fayre 11am – 2pm 

11th December                         
 

EYFS & KS1 nativity TBC 

13th December 
 

KS1 Christmas Party pm 

13th December  
 

Christmas Meal  

14th December 
 

Christmas Extravaganza pm 

14th December Christmas Film Night (more 
details to follow) 

 

19th December 
 

Church Service (all welcome 
to attend) 

2pm (finish for Christmas 
holidays) 

20th December 
 

Christmas holidays begin  

2nd January 2019 
 

INSET DAY School closed for pupils 

3rd January 2019 
 

School Resumes 8.55am 

8th January 
 

Ashmolean Museum Year 4 All day 

11th January 
 

Swimming – Year 4  

17th January  Hot Dog Day (please do not 
book your child’s lunches) 

 

18th January 
 

Swimming – Year 4  

25th January  
 

Swimming – Year 4  

1st February 
 

Swimming – Year 4  

8th February 
 

Swimming – Year 4  

15th February 
 

Swimming – Year 4  

15th February Finish for half term – 
3.15pm 

 

18th – 22nd February  Half term School closed for pupils 
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