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Quainton Church of England Combined School 
 

Religious Education Policy 
 

All children will have the opportunity to participate in learning about Christianity, whilst 
respecting the beliefs of others through Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and 
following the values of the school.  
 
1.Legal Requirements 

Religious Education forms part of the statutory Basic Curriculum, along with the National Curriculum.  It is an 
entitlement of all registered pupils in a maintained school, unless they are withdrawn by their parent.  The Religious 
Education in our school is governed by the Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2006-2011. 
 

• Key Stage 1 45 minutes a week 
• Key Stage 2 1 hour a week 

 
 

Aims and objectives 
We aim to contribute to the development of pupils as individuals and members of society by fostering a reflective 
approach to life in the context of a growing understanding of the experiences, attitudes, beliefs and religious 
practices of other people. 
 
Religious Education should help pupils to: 

 
• To understand the nature, role and influence of religion in the world. 

Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in 
Great Britain.  

  In Key Stage 1 children study Christianity plus one other religion in depth. The Agreed Syllabus recommends 
Christianity/Judaism.  
  In Key Stage 2 children study Christianity plus two other religions in depth. The Agreed Syllabus recommends       
Christianity/Hinduism/Islam 

• To pursue personal quest for meaning, purpose and value. 
Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and 
cultures. 
Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgments about religious and moral issues with reference to the 
principal religions represented in Great Britain. Enhance their own spiritual, moral, cultural and social developments 
by: 

• To formulate reasoned opinion/argument. 
- developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences and how religious 
teachings relate to them 
- responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and to their own 
understanding and experiences in the light of their study 

• To promote understanding of respect for different beliefs and lifestyles. 
Develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their rights to hold different beliefs from their own and 
towards living in a society of diverse religions 
 

  These are then developed in the following ways, which are steps to achieve the aims. 
 

1. To understand the nature, role and influence of religion in the world by; 
 

• Developing knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other faiths in the world. 
• Exploring similarities and differences between and within religions. 
• Understanding what it means to belong to a religious community and the influence religious faith has on 

individuals and communities 
• Perceiving the way religious teaching and practice relate to the ultimate questions 
• Reflecting on the benefits and challenges of living in a multi faith and diverse society. 
• Developing the ability to analyse and think critically about religious and other beliefs and practises and 

different interpretations of these. 
 

2. To pursue personal quest for meaning, purpose and value by; 
 
• Reflecting on personal and universal human experience and emotion. 
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• Raising and exploring the ultimate questions which arise from these. 
• Exploring different religions and non-religious responses to these. 
• Developing personal responses to ultimate questions in the light of the above 
• Reflecting on their own and others responses to ultimate questions. 

 
 

3. To formulate reasoned opinion/argument by; 
 
• Gaining the necessary knowledge and understanding to be able to give informed opinions. 
• Developing the ability to see things from other people’s perspective. 
• Appreciating the influence of beliefs on attitudes and behaviour. 
• Developing skills of questioning, interpretation, reasoning and justification to build an argument. 
• Developing the ability to analyse strengths and weaknesses in arguments. 

 
In achieving these three aims pupils will develop understanding of and respect for beliefs, lifestyles and cultures that 
are different from their own. 
 

2. Teaching and learning style 
Religious Education is taught in Key Stage class groups, where all children are treated as individual learners.  Our 
principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding and we do this through class 
discussions/or group/individual discussions.  Some recording in a written or pictorial form will sometimes take place at 
an appropriate level for the child’s development. 
Teachers draw attention to good examples of individuals as models for the other children and we encourage the 
children to evaluate their own work as well as the work of other children. Within lessons we give the children the 
opportunity both to work collaboratively with each other,  
 
-In all classes there are children of differing religious faiths and everyone learns to respect each other’s beliefs and 
cultures. Whilst recognising this fact, we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies: 
•Setting common tasks that are open-ended and have a variety of results by individual learning outcomes.   
• Grouping children by ability and planning differentiating tasks so that all children are engaged and challenged. 
• Through the provision of religious artefacts and resources to develop the children’s knowledge. 
Children also have access to the internet and Espresso computer software for further research. 
 
We visit the Church on a regular basis and have visitors from the Christian religion and other faiths to share their 
beliefs and customs.   
 
3.RE Curriculum Planning 
The school follows the Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2011-2016.Each unit has activities which provide a 
structure to aid planning and target setting. 
-The curriculum planning in RE is carried out in two phases (medium-term and short-term). Medium-term plans give 
details of each unit of work for each term. These plans define what we teach and ensure appropriate balance and 
equity. Class teachers complete a short term plan for each RE lesson. These list the specific learning objectives for 
each lesson and give details of how the lessons are to be taught, including differentiation for individuals and groups. 
-Planning is based upon the prior learning of the children ensuring opportunities for children of all abilities develop 
their knowledge, belief and respect for each other. There is planned progression built into the scheme of work, so 
that the children are increasingly developing their understanding as they move up through the school. 
 
4. The Foundation Stage 
The teaching of RE in the EYFS is through the EYFS curriculum and not through the Buckinghamshire Agreed 
Syllabus itself.  We encourage the development and understanding of RE in the reception class through topic work 
and as an integral part of the children’s learning. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the 
National Curriculum, we relate the teaching of RE to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which 
underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five years of age. We encourage the children to develop 
confidence in finding out about their own feelings and sense of belonging, whilst appreciating the beliefs of others. 
We give all children the opportunity to undertake activities that offer appropriate experiences both indoors and 
outdoors, using a wide range of resources to support specific skills. 
 
5.Learning Outcomes 
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By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils should have had opportunities to enhance their own spiritual and moral 
development by: 

- talking and listening about things that matter to them 
- listening to what others have to say 
- talking about some of the puzzling questions in life 
- exploring the sense of belonging to a community 
- exploring the difference between right and wrong 
- expressing themselves creatively in art, drama, dance etc 
- discussing feelings 
- exploring time to reflect on a story or other experience 
- talking about things being fair/unfair 
- responding to the beauty of the natural world 
 
By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils should have had opportunities to enhance their own spiritual and moral 
development by: 
- discussing matters of personal concern arising from their personal beliefs and commitments 
- showing care and consideration in listening to and talking about the beliefs of others 
- exploring questions of the meaning and mystery of life 
- developing and understanding of what it means to belong to a community 
- discussing the differences between right and wrong and the nature of individual responsibility 
- expressing ideas and innermost thoughts in art, music, drama etc 
- discussing feelings and emotions 
- exploring times of stillness in order to reflect quietly on what has been studied 
- developing ideas of fairness, commitment and respect 

 
 
 
 
6.Contribution of RE to teaching in other curriculum areas 
RE provides opportunities for promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, emotional and cultural development and 
therefore impacts the whole curriculum.  Children develop a greater understanding of themselves, learn respect for 
each other and their environment.  
Children are encouraged to co-operate across a range of activities and experiences in; 
Literacy 
RE contributes to the teaching of Literacy in our school by encouraging children to describe and discuss how they/ 
others may feel whilst expressing opinions and beliefs. 
Information and communication technology (ICT) 
We use ICT to support RE teaching when appropriate to demonstrate the teachings and religious observations. 
Children research and make video recordings of role play and drama, using these to develop their social skills .   
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
RE contributes to the teaching of personal, social and health education and citizenship. Children learn about the 
benefits of working together and how to make informed choices taking beliefs and values of others into consideration. 
PE 
The teaching of RE offers opportunities to support team building and the social development of our children through 
the way we expect them to work with each other. Groupings allow children to work together and give them the 
chance to discuss their ideas and performance.  
Creative Curriculum 
Through history and geography children learn about the wider world and appreciate the cultures of others. They 
begin to develop a sense awe and wonder. 
 
7. Homework 
RE provides opportunities for homework activities including collecting data, investigative research and applying new 
ideas encountered to own life experiences and will be set by individual teachers as appropriate. 
 
8. Assessment and recording 
Teachers assess children’s work in RE by making assessments as they observe them working during lessons. They 
record the progress made by children against the learning objectives for their lessons and set next step targets.  
At the end of a unit of work, teachers make a judgment as to whether the child has met, exceeded or is working 
towards the expectations of each individual unit. This information is used to plan future work. These records also 
enable the teacher to make an annual assessment of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to 
parents. The teacher passes this information on to the next teacher at the end of each year. 
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9. Resources 
Resources are stored in topic boxes for each of the major religions.  
Class sets of Bibles are age appropriate for both kst1 and 2  
Each teacher has the Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus. 
 
10. Health and safety 
The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject and whilst out on visits risk 
assessments are carried out prior to the visit and adhered to during a visit. 
 
11. Monitoring and review 
The monitoring and quality of teaching in RE is led by the RE subject leader.  
The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of RE, being informed about 
current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  
 
12. Extra-curricular activities 
The school provides an extra-curricular opportunity for reflection and prayer which is led by the RE subject leader 
and vicar.  
 
13.Collective Worship 
A daily assembly is held and the themes reflect the school values.  
Visitors are welcomed into school to lead assemblies and share their cultures and beliefs. 
We work closely with the church and community, holding regular services throughout the year including; Harvest, 
Remembrance, Christmas, Easter and end of year celebration of thanks giving.  
N.B. A separate Collective worship policy is available upon request. 
 
14. Spiritual, Moral and Cultural Development of Pupils 
 Its aims, skills, attitudes and concepts are carried out in a full and positive way within areas of a pupil’s personal 
development. 
N.B. A separate SMSC policy is available upon request. 
 
 
15. Equal opportunities 
At Quainton CE Combined School we are committed to a policy of equal opportunities for all pupils.  R.E is an 
entitlement for all pupils regardless of their own particular belief. 
 
16. Right of Withdrawal 
Under the 1944 and 1988 Acts, parents have a right to withdraw their children from Religious Education or parts of. 
Parents who wish to do so are encouraged to put their request in writing and discuss this with the school. 
 
 
 


