
 

 

 

 

Stage 1 

 Objects are shared out equally and objects within the 
groups are counted 

 Objects are shared out through practical activities 

 Informal recording may include jottings of pictorial 
groups 

 Simple numbers are used (no remainder) 

 

 

 

Vocabulary: Half, 

halve, share, equal 

 

 

 

Stage 3 

 Use of known strategies to divided three digit 

numbers by numbers up to 10 

 Knowledge of factors (times tables) used to 

make larger jumps 

 More difficult numbers with remainders used 

 

126  6 = 
 

Vocabulary: Factor, 

times-tables, remainder 

 

Stage 4 

 Use of short division (bus stop) introduced 

 Simple numbers used first: no exchange and no 

remainder 

 More difficult numbers introduced with a remainder 

 More difficult numbers are introduced which require 

exchange but without a remainder 

 Number are then introduced which require exchange 

and remainder (this is expressed as rn  where r is the 

remainder and n the number) 

  

Vocabulary: Divisible 

by 

Divisor: The number 

that divides the 

dividend e.g. 18 ÷ 3 = 

6. The divisor is 3. 

Dividend: The number 

that is being divided in 

a division problem (see 

above, the dividend is 

18). 

 

Stage 5 

 Empty places at the start of the quotient (marked with 

a place holder of 0) 

  0 used as a place holder within the quotient 

 Remainders are expressed as decimals 

 Fraction, remainder and a decimal 

 

Vocabulary:  Quotient 

(the result of the 

division) 

 

Stage 6 

 Expanded written method using brackets using whole 

Numbers 

 Formal written method 

 Expanded written method using decimals and 

fractions 

 

 

Vocabulary:   

 

Stage 2 

 The division sign is introduced  

 Objects / numbers are divided into equal groups 
using knowledge of number 

 Arrays are used to understand number 

 Informal written methods are used to record 

 Sharing / division seen as the inverse of 
multiplication (repeated addition) 

 Left over items / numbers identified 

 Use of numbered number line or track 
 

     
Vocabulary: Division, 

divide, group, share, 

equal, halve, half 

If you share 12 

sweets between 

three friends,  

how many will they 

each get? 

QCES Calculation Policy: Division  

A good mathematician is one who understands the problem and then chooses an appropriate method to solve it! 
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